To: Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.gov]

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tue 4/17/2018 2:24:36 PM

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 4.17.18

These are fine, thanks

From: Block, Molly

Sent: Tuesday, April 17,2018 10:00 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>;
Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>;
Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>;
Konkus, John <konkus john@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 4.17.18

In addition to the clips? The second and third story below are about the superfund list we
released yesterday.

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tuesday, April 17,2018 9:59 AM

To: Block, Molly <block.molly(@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>;
Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>;
Hewitt, James <hewitt james@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>;
Konkus, John <konkus john@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <danicll kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 4.17.18

Thanks — did we have anything on the Superfund sites?

From: Block, Molly

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 8:43 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>;
Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jahan@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>;
Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>;
Konkus, John <konkus john@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 4.17.18
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EPA News Highlights 4.17.18

Cincinnati Enguirer: EPA Head Scott Pruitt in Cincinnat

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt visited Cincinnati Monday. He
spent part of his day Monday, according to a tweet, with Greater Cincinnati Water Works
officials and workers regarding the replacement of lead pipes. He also visited the federal EPA's
Cincinnati Office of Research and Development near the University of Cincinnati. "This is a
model for cities across the country should look at in order to invest in the future of our children,”
Pruitt tweeted.

Bloombere Environment: Pruitt Seeks Ouicker Superfund Cleanups at Three Targeted
Sites

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt put the spotlight on three more Superfund sites to accelerate
cleanup efforts after the agency targeted those sites for a lack of progress. The Environmental
Protection Agency named the sites in California, Delaware, and Minnesota April 16 after the
agency’s regional staff said they needed a push from the administrator, Albert “Kell” Kelly,
Pruitt’s senior adviser on Superfund issues, told Bloomberg Environment.

Las Veoas Review Journal: Nevada’s Anaconda Mine Removed from EPA Superfund List

An agreement reached between Nevada and the Environmental Protection Agency has kept the
Anaconda Copper Mine off a Superfund list, with cleanup now being directed by the state and
funded by a private company, officials said Monday. Pruitt released a list of potential Superfund
sites Monday that no longer includes the Nevada mine. The list also excludes the San Jacinto
River Waste Pits in Texas. Three sites in California, Delaware and Minnesota were targeted by
the EPA for immediate and intense cleanup efforts and put on a list for Superfund inclusion. “We
are making tremendous progress expediting sites through the entire Superfund remediation
process,” Pruitt said in a statement. Pruitt said the updated list “reflects our commitment to
addressing Superfund sites as quickly and safely as possible.”

Bloomberes Environment: Smaller Bites in EPA Ay Chiel”s Second Pass at Permittine
Updated

William Wehrum has unfinished business with the EPA’s air pollution permitting program for
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factories and power plants that want to expand or make major upgrades to their facilities. “This
time around,” Wehrum told Bloomberg Environment in an exclusive April 13 interview, “it’s
important to strike a better balance.” Already, the EPA has issued two industry-coveted tweaks
to the permitting program through guidance documents.

National News Highlights 4.17.18

Reuters: Fox’s Hannitv Revealed as Mvsterv CHent of Trump’s Personal Lawver

U.S. President Donald Trump’s personal lawyer was forced on Monday to reveal in a New York
federal court that Fox News personality Sean Hannity, one of Trump’s most ardent defenders,
was also on his client list. Michael Cohen, Trump’s fiercely loyal and pugnacious lawyer,
disclosed Hannity’s name through one of his own lawyers at the order of the judge. Stormy
Daniels, an adult-film actress who says she had a sexual encounter with Trump, watched from
the public gallery.

Washineton Free Beacon: Ex-CIA Chief Savs Obama Rejected Cvber Action Agoainst
Russia for Election Meddline

Despite an unprecedented Russian intelligence operation to influence the 2016 presidential
election, former President Barack Obama rejected a plan to conduct retaliatory cyber action
against Moscow during the campaign, according to former CIA Director John Brennan. Brennan
disclosed Saturday that Obama opposed a plan to carry out "a cyber event" against the Russians
because the former president feared the action would lead to more aggressive interference by
Moscow.

Politico: Comev on Trump Calline for Him to Be Jailed: “This Is Not Ol

Former FBI Director James Comey denounced Donald Trump’s presidency as a threat to
bedrock American values, warning that the president's calls for Comey to be jailed could erode
the rule of law. The former FBI director, whom Trump fired last spring, has been a frequent
target of Trump’s criticism, especially in recent days amid the start of a publicity tour for
Comey’s book, which was released Tuesday. Comey has been deeply critical of the president,
characterizing him as morally unfit to occupy his office, while Trump has labeled the former FBI
director as a liar and leaker, suggesting he be sent to jail.
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TRUMP TWEETS

Cincinnati Enquirer

https://'www.cincinnati.com/storv/news/2018/04/16/epa-head-scott-pruitt-cincinnati/52 1380002/

EPA Head Scott Pruitt in Cincinnati

By Carrie Blackmore Smith, 4/16/18

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt visited Cincinnati Monday.

He spent part of his day Monday, according to a tweet, with Greater Cincinnati Water Works
officials and workers regarding the replacement of lead pipes. He also visited the federal
EPA's Cincinnati Office of Research and Development near the University of Cincinnati.

"This is a model cities across the country should look at in order to invest in the future of our
children," Pruitt tweeted.

Cincinnati, like many older cities, constructed its system with lead pipes at the start of the last
century.

Water Works has made it a priority to replace all lead pipes with copper in order to reduce
exposure to lead in drinking water. Lead can cause all sorts of health problems, including
developmental delays, high blood pressure and heart disease.

“We appreciated the visit today from Administrator Pruitt. The visit gave us a chance to explain
our enhanced lead program that includes education, outreach and removal of lead service lines,"
said water works Director Cathy Bailey. "Our program wasn’t mandated by regulations, but
implemented because it is the right thing to do for our community, and we believe it can serve as
a model across the country."”

New research found a correlation between lead and cardiovascular disease, too. It affects
children at a higher rate than adults because their brains are still developing.

The response in Twitter was fierce, with some playing off his use of #gettheleadout.

Bloomberg Environment

https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-enerey/pruitt-seeks-quicker-
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Pruitt Seeks Quicker Superfund Cleanups at Three Targeted Sites

By Sylvia Carignan and Stephen Joyce, 4/16/18

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt put the spotlight on three more Superfund sites to accelerate
cleanup efforts after the agency targeted those sites for a lack of progress.

The Environmental Protection Agency named the sites in California, Delaware, and Minnesota
April 16 after the agency’s regional staff said they needed a push from the administrator, Albert

“Kell” Kelly, Pruitt’s senior adviser on Superfund issues, told Bloomberg Environment.

Kelly expects that push to come in the form of an expedited cleanup plan decision or quicker
negotiations for each of the sites.

Pruitt also removed two sites from the list of those needing immediate action.

The sites EPA added to the list are Delaware Sand and Gravel Landfill in New Castle, Del.,
Casmalia Resources in Casmalia, Calif., and St. Regis Paper Co. in Cass Lake, Minn.

Kelly said hard and fast criteria aren’t necessarily used when adding sites to the administrator’s
list.

“The criteria has some subjectivity to it, because it has to be sites [where] regions believe
attention from the administrator will help them get to whatever milestone,” Kelly said.

Cass Lake, Minn.

Pruitt aims to finalize a residential soil cleanup plan for the St. Regis Paper Co. site.
Remediating the Minnesota site “has been a very long and difficult process,” Sara Peterson, a
lawyer representing Cass Lake, Minn., the city where the property is located, told Bloomberg

Environment.

The site contains soils and groundwater possibly contaminated by dioxins, pentachlorophenol,
and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, according to an EPA fact sheet on the site.

From the 1950s to the 1980s, Champion Paper Co.—a predecessor company to the site’s current
owner, Memphis, Tenn.-based International Paper Co.—manufactured treated wood for railroad

ties and telephone poles.

Thomas Ryan, a spokesperson for International Paper, told Bloomberg Environment the
company is working with the EPA and other parties at the Superfund site.
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The city is anxious for the site’s environmental cleanup to be completed, Peterson said.

“They need the jobs that would come with the redevelopment of this site, and they’ve got some
potential opportunities out there. But having a Superfund site there at this point makes it awfully
hard to market the site,” she said.

A March 2016 EPA-proposed plan recommended removing contaminated soil from affected
residential areas and replacing it with clean soil, managing removed soil on site, disposing of a
small amount of heavily contaminated soil at an off-site facility, and monitoring soil stored on
site.

Casmalia, Calif.

The Casmalia Resources site in California was a commercial hazardous waste treatment, storage,
and disposal facility spanning more than 250 acres.

The EPA finalized a $590,722 settlement in November with 57 of the companies that contributed
waste to the landfill. Those companies include Nestle, Leidos Inc., Hubbell Inc., and Hearst

Corp.

None of those companies responded to Bloomberg Environment’s emails or calls about the site’s
addition to Pruitt’s list.

In addition, companies and government agencies involved with the Delaware site did not
respond to Bloomberg Environment’s requests for comment.

Setting Deadlines

The EPA also provided updates April 16 about each of the other sites on Pruitt’s “immediate,
intense action” list.

At the Mohawk Tannery site in Nashua, N.H., the agency wants to propose a cleanup plan this
summer. The EPA is negotiating an agreement with a prospective purchaser who would

redevelop the site.

For two New Jersey sites, American Cyanamid Inc. in Bound Brook and Berry’s Creek in Wood
Ridge borough, the agency wants to propose cleanup plans by the end of this spring.

The agency also wants to propose a cleanup plan for the Superfund site in East Chicago, Ind. his
summer. The EPA is working on cleaning up lead-contaminated soil at parts of the site.

Delisted Sites

Pruitt already has made major cleanup decisions at the two sites removed from the list, the
Anaconda Copper Mine in Yerington, Nev., and San Jacinto River Waste Pits outside Houston.
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The EPA agreed in February to allow Nevada to oversee the cleanup of the Anaconda site,
owned by Atlantic Richfield Co., after the state sought to assume control and work with private
parties for a quicker resolution.

The former mine site had been under consideration to be added to the EPA National Priorities
List so it could qualify for long-term cleanup and federal funding. The state last year asked the
agency to defer the mine listing except for areas on tribal lands.

The San Jacinto River Waste Pits site contains paper mill waste material, including highly toxic
dioxins, generated in the bleaching of wood pulp to make paper, the EPA said.

Pruitt announced a $115 million plan in October for the pits that entails excavating more than
212,000 cubic yards of contaminated waste.

Superfund sites are the most contaminated in the country, and include the Gowanus Canal in
New York, Portland Harbor in Oregon, and Tar Creek in Oklahoma. Properties with EPA’s
Superfund designation are eligible to receive federal funds for cleanup, though the agency aims
to compel companies responsible for the sites to pay the cleanup bills.

Las Vegas Review Journal

https://www reviewiournal.com/news/politics-and-government/nevada/mnevadas-anaconda-mine-
removed-from-epa-superfund-hst/

Nevada’s Anaconda Mine Removed From EPA Superfund List

By Gary martin, 4/16/18

An agreement reached between Nevada and the Environmental Protection Agency has kept the
Anaconda Copper Mine off a Superfund list, with cleanup now being directed by the state and
funded by a private company, officials said Monday.

Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a National Priorities
List Deferral Agreement on Feb. 5 that puts the state in control of expedited cleanup and
preparation for reuse of the property.

“Since Governor Sandoval took office and before, the state has worked to develop a long-term
plan to clean up the site with a secure source of funding,” said Mary-Sarah Kinner, the

governor’s spokeswoman.

Pruitt released a list of potential Superfund sites Monday that no longer includes the Nevada
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mine.

The list also excludes the San Jacinto River Waste Pits in Texas. Three sites in California,
Delaware and Minnesota were targeted by the EPA for immediate and intense cleanup efforts
and put on a list for Superfund inclusion.

“We are making tremendous progress expediting sites through the entire Superfund remediation
process,” Pruitt said in a statement.

Pruitt said the updated list “reflects our commitment to addressing Superfund sites as quickly
and safely as possible.”

The EPA administrator visited the Nevada and Texas sites as part of his effort to make timely
decisions for cleanup of the sites and ensure protection of health and the environment for the
surrounding communities.

During the Obama administration, the EPA proposed adding the Anaconda Copper Mine, which
opened in 1918, to the Superfund National Priorities List to make it eligible for federal remedial
funds.

Last year Atlantic Richfield Co. approached Nevada and proposed to fund implementation of a
sitewide remedy for the mine. The company bought the mine in 1978.

Sandoval asked EPA in July to defer placing the copper mine on the Superfund list. Sandoval,
the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Native American tribes and other stakeholders
worked with the EPA to keep the site off the national priorities list.

Pruitt granted the request after the EPA determined cleanup efforts meet federal requirements.

In February, Sandoval called the signing of the agreement with the EPA a “landmark day.” He
said the state and Atlantic Richfield would work in partnership on the remaining cleanup, which
1s expected to take another decade.

The Trump administration has proposed cutting spending at the EPA, and funds for the
Superfund program.

With cleanup under administration by the state, and Atlantic Richfield pledging to fund the
process, state officials see the decision on a deferred listing as a move to secure funding for
cleanup of leaching fields at the old mine where chemicals were used to strip copper from rock.

As a result of this public-private partnership, there was no need for the EPA administrator’s
office to continue tracking the mine site, Kinner said. The site will remain proposed for the
national priority list until cleanup 1s completed under Nevada Division of Environmental
Protection oversight.

Cleanup actions under the Superfund program have historically been slow, expensive and
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process-laden, according to the state agency.

The mine 1s located in Lyon County near the town of Yerington.

Bloomberg Environment

https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-energy/smaller-bites-in-epa-air-chiefs-
second-pass-at-permitting-update

Smaller Bites in EPA Air Chiefs Second Pass at Permitting Update

By Jennifer Lu, 4/16/18

William Wehrum has unfinished business with the EPA’s air pollution permitting program for
factories and power plants that want to expand or make major upgrades to their facilities.

In his first stint at the Environmental Protection Agency in an acting capacity, Wehrum tried to
address industry criticism over the permitting program, known as new source review, with
sweeping rulemaking bundles.

His efforts were either dropped after the George W. Bush administration withdrew his
nomination to head the Office of Air and Radiation in 2007, blocked by the courts, or undone by
the incoming Obama administration.

“This time around,” Wehrum told Bloomberg Environment in an exclusive April 13 interview,
“it’s important to strike a better balance.”

Already, the EPA has issued two industry-coveted tweaks to the permitting program through
guidance documents.

The new source review program requires factories and power plants to install costly new air
pollution controls when they expand or make modifications that increase their emissions.

Industries have long complained that securing compliance with the permitting program is
tedious, time consuming, and confusing. Updating how the EPA administers the program
through guidance documents is one way to quickly address those concerns.

“There are a lot of current issues within [new source review] that we can provide clear guidance
through guidance,” Wehrum said. “Our strategy is to tell people sooner rather than later how we

think the program should be implemented.”

Did You Get the Memo?
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The focus on bite-sized updates to EPA programs comes after Wehrum watched a series of
ambitious regulations he helped craft—from toxic air pollution rules from the power industry to
attempts to set up an emissions trading program for power plants—get overturned by judges
during his last go-round at the agency between 2005-2007.

Back then, Wehrum didn’t have the option to quickly update policy through guidance. Only
since a 2014 U.S. Supreme Court decision in Perez v. Mortgage Bankers Association have
federal agencies like the EPA been allowed to issue guidance such as policy memos without
having to go through a lengthy public comment process.

“We have an interest in trying to do some things quickly, and especially in case-specific
circumstances where clarity 1s lacking,” Wehrum said.

However, policy made through guidance memos can be just as easily undone by a new
administration, John Walke of the Natural Resources Defense Council, who previously served in
the EPA General Counsel’s Office, told Bloomberg Environment.

Environmental groups like Walke’s and some states have already sued the EPA over one of its
guidance documents, which eased toxic pollution emissions standards for industry.

“Industry relies upon Bill Wehrum’s guidance at its peril,” Walke said.
Everything Old is New Source Review Again

But updating the permitting program has long been an industry priority. It was repeatedly
spotlighted by businesses when the EPA put out a call for regulations that should be revised or
eliminated.

After past regulatory efforts to make it industry-friendly fizzled, the fastest way to address
business concerns is through guidance, Richard Alonso, environmental attorney at Sidley Austin
LLP’s Washington, D.C., office, told Bloomberg Environment.

Already, the EPA has issued two memos on two new source review changes. A December memo
told agency staff not to “second-guess” how facilities calculate emissions changes.

That was followed by a March memo on project emissions accounting, also known as project
netting, which tells facilities how to calculate whether emissions from their proposed new
construction projects would increase pollution. Under the new guidance, facilities can include
emissions decreases from their projects to the overall calculations to avoid triggering new source
review.

The memo drew inspiration from a 2006 rule changing three aspects of emissions counting under
new source review, which lost traction after Wehrum left the agency.

“Finalizing this [2006] rulemaking would help to remove a substantial burden to energy and
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manufacturing projects,” Louis Renjel, vice president of federal government affairs and strategic
policy at Duke Energy, wrote in response to an EPA call for suggestions on reducing regulatory
burdens.

The American Chemistry Council also asked the EPA to revisit the reforms proposed during the
Bush-era EPA, whether through guidance, regulation, or legislation.

The EPA this summer aims to address project aggregation, another piece of new source review
reform from Wehrum’s 2006 rulemaking bundle.

It would define how emissions from separate modifications that take place around the same time
should be counted, according to a presentation Anna Marie Wood, director of the EPA’s Air
Quality Policy Division, gave at a state air regulators conference April 5.

More Guidance Coming

Three more guidance memos are slated to be issued this spring, according to Wood’s
presentation.

One would redefine what counts as “ambient air,” or the air the general public breathes. This
definition is important to new source review because facilities must show that their post-
construction emissions won’t worsen air quality according to the national standards, Lynn
Hutchinson, the EPA new source review project lead in 2002, told Bloomberg Environment.

Another guidance document in the works would change the pollutant modeling used to decide
whether emissions would damage air quality. The White House completed its review of the
memo April 12.

A third spring guidance document would allow the EPA to revive an attempt to expand the kinds
of routine maintenance and repairs excluded from new source review. That 2003 rule was
vacated by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in New York v.

EPA 1n 2006, which said industries could not write off physical changes that cost below a certain
amount as routine maintenance.

“You already have a court on record saying those particular reforms are not allowed, so those
might be a heavier lift without notice and comment rulemaking,” Alonso said.

When asked how he will ensure that his current batch of reforms stick beyond the current
administration, Wehrum said, “a piece of it is making change that will last, but the bigger piece

of it, for me, again, is just from a public policy standpoint.”

“If people can’t look at our rules and know what they need to do to comply, then we’ve got a
problem,” he said.

Reuters
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https://'www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-russia-cohen/foxs-hannity-revealed-as-mystery-
client-of-trumps-personal-lawver-idUSKBNIHNI2G

Fox’s Hannity Revealed as Mystery Client of Trump’s Personal Lawyer

By Brendan Pierson, Karen Freifeld, Jonathan Stempel, 4/16/18

U.S. President Donald Trump’s personal lawyer was forced on Monday to reveal in a New York
federal court that Fox News personality Sean Hannity, one of Trump’s most ardent defenders,
was also on his client list.

Michael Cohen, Trump’s fiercely loyal and pugnacious lawyer, disclosed Hannity’s name
through one of his own lawyers at the order of the judge. Stormy Daniels, an adult-film actress
who says she had a sexual encounter with Trump, watched from the public gallery.

Daniels, in a separate civil case, is fighting a 2016 non-disclosure agreement arranged by Cohen
in which she got $130,000 to stop her from discussing her claim she had sex with Trump a
decade carlier, something Trump has denied.

Hannity, 56, said on Monday that he had never paid for Cohen’s services or been represented by
him, but had sought confidential legal advice from him. The conservative host often uses his
weeknight broadcast on Fox News to defend the president against what he sees as biased attacks
by the media. Sometimes Trump praises Hannity in return.

Cohen was in court to ask the judge to limit the ability of federal prosecutors to review
documents seized from his offices and home last week as part of a criminal investigation, which
stems in part from a probe into possible collusion between Trump's presidential campaign and
Russia. (Full Story)

The Russia investigation has frustrated the White House as it has spread to enfold some of
Trump’s closest confidantes.

Judge Kimba Wood spent more than 2-1/2 hours listening to arguments by Cohen’s lawyers,
prosecutors from the U.S. attorney’s office in Manhattan and a lawyer representing Trump in the

hearing. She is expected to rule later.

She ordered prosecutors to give Cohen’s lawyers a copy of the seized materials before the next
hearing.

The unexpected naming of Hannity made him the latest prominent media personality to be drawn
into the investigation’s cast of unlikely supporting characters.
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Daniels, whose real name is Stephanie Clifford, was another. As she arrived at the courthouse
dressed in a lavender suit, photographers knocked over barricades as they scrambled to get
pictures.

Daniels sat with her lawyer, Michael Avenatti, who told reporters they were there to help ensure
protection for the integrity of the seized documents, some of which they believe pertain to the
Daniels agreement.

Cohen, dressed in a dark suit, at times looked tense, folding and clasping his hands in front of
him.

GASPS AND LAUGHTER

Cohen has argued that some of the documents and data seized from him under a warrant are
protected by attorney-client privilege or otherwise unconnected to the investigation. But Judge
Wood said she would still need the names of those other clients, and rejected his efforts to mask
the identity of Hannity, a client Cohen had said wanted to avoid publicity.

“I understand if he doesn’t want his name out there, but that’s not enough under the law,” Wood
said, before ordering the name disclosed.

Stephen Ryan, a lawyer for Cohen, drew gasps and laughter from the public gallery when he
named Hannity as the client.

After his identity was revealed, Hannity said on his syndicated radio show, and again later on his
Fox News program, that he had “occasional, brief discussions” with Cohen in which he sought

(454

out Cohen’s “input and perspective.”

Hannity said he assumed those discussions were covered by attorney-client privilege, and
insisted that none involved any matter between himself and a third party. He also said his talks
with Cohen “almost exclusively focused on real estate.”™

Legal advice can be considered privileged even if given by a lawyer for free.

Hannity, the top-rated personality on the most watched U.S. cable news network, told his
viewers on April 9 that the raid on Cohen was part an effort by federal investigators to wrongly
impeach the president. He never mentioned his association with Cohen during that broadcast.

On Monday’s show, Hannity expressed amusement at the firestorm of media coverage unleashed
by the disclosure that he and Trump shared a legal adviser in Cohen, playing a 45-second, rapid-
fire montage of various TV commentators and anchors uttering his name on the air throughout
the day.

Cohen has asked the court to give his own lawyers the first look at the seized materials so they
can identify documents that are protected by attorney-client privilege. (Full Story)
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Failing that, they want the court to appoint an independent official known as a special master, a
role typically filled by a lawyer, to go through the records and decide what prosecutors can see.

But prosecutors want the documents to be reviewed for attorney-client privilege by a “taint
team” of lawyers within their own office, who would be walled off from the main prosecution

team.

“I have faith in the Southern District U.S. Attorney’s Office that their integrity is
unimpeachable,” making a taint team “a viable option,” Judge Wood said.

But she also said that to help ensure fairness and the perception of fairness, “a special master
might have some role here.”

After the hearing, Cohen left without comment.

Daniels, in contrast, stepped up to the bank of microphones set up on the sidewalk, telling
reporters that Cohen had thought he was above the law.

“My attorney and I are committed that everyone finds out the truth and the facts of what
happened, and I will not rest until that happens,” she said.

Washington Free Beacon

http://freebeacon.com/mational-securitv/ex-cia-chief-savs-obama-reiected-cvber-action-russia-
election-meddling/

Ex-CIA Chief Says Obama Rejected Cyber Action Against Russia for Election Meddling

By Bill Gertz, 4/17/18

Despite an unprecedented Russian intelligence operation to influence the 2016 presidential
election, former President Barack Obama rejected a plan to conduct retaliatory cyber action
against Moscow during the campaign, according to former CIA Director John Brennan.

Brennan disclosed Saturday that Obama opposed a plan to carry out "a cyber event" against the
Russians because the former president feared the action would lead to more aggressive

interference by Moscow.

"There was consideration about rattling their cages with some type of cyber event," Brennan said
during remarks to a journalism conference at the University of California Berkeley.

But based on Obama's fears, the planned cyber action was shelved in favor issuing vague
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warnings to Russian officials. Brennan did not elaborate on the cyber retaliation plan.

"President Obama was the ultimate decision-maker on that," Brennan said of the lack of
response.

The former CIA director defended the Obama administration's handling of what is widely
viewed as a significant counterintelligence failure during the presidential election.

After the election, Obama ordered the expulsion of 35 Russian intelligence officers.

Both the FBI and CIA are charged with the conducting counterintelligence—detecting and
thwarting hostile intelligence operations. Both agencies failed to halt the Russians in 2016 either
in the United States or abroad.

U.S. officials have said the targeting of U.S. and foreign elections by Russia is continuing.

President Trump in February criticized his predecessor in a Tweet for failing to act. "Why didn't
Obama do something about the meddling? Why aren't Dem crimes under investigation? Ask Jeff
Sessions!" he tweeted.

The disclosure that Obama scrapped a cyber plan to retaliate against Moscow for election
interference comes as a former senior counterintelligence official, Michelle Van

Cleave, revealed in congressional testimony last week that the Obama administration weakened
American counterintelligence programs by downgrading a top counterspy office.

Brennan said he had "great confidence" the Russian influence operation was authorized and
directed by Russian President Vladimir Putin, a former KGB intelligence officer. The Russian
intelligence services also "know what the mission is, know what their capabilities are, and will
apply them to issues that are of interest to Russian national security,”" he said.

Brennan called the meddling "unprecedented in terms of its scope and intensity, and made full
use of the digital domain."

The first indications of Russian interference were spotted in late 2015 and early 2016 and the
operation was mentioned in press reports in the spring of 2016. By the summer of 2016 the
operations were confirmed, he said.

Obama also made clear to the CIA that he did not want the agency doing anything "in reality or
in perception” that would have advanced the Russian disinformation and propaganda campaign,
Brennan said.

"We were really trying to strike the right balance between doing everything we could to prevent
and thwart as well as to uncover and understand what the Russians were doing without doing

anything that would almost advance their interests in trying to disrupt our election,” he said.

Obama also was afraid any U.S. action against the Russians might be perceived as an outgoing
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Democratic president working to influence the election outcome.

"So if we did more things and stood at the hilltops and cried out, ‘the Russians, the Russians are
trying to help Trump get elected,’ and if President Obama who is the titular head of the
Democratic Party were to do that, I think that there would have been a lot of people would
believe, I think with some justification, that the President of the United States was trying to
influence the outcome of a presidential election," Brennan said.

Brennan also said the Obama administration opposed aggressive action because of the president's
belief that any effort to punish the Russian might produce stepped up activities.

Russian hackers had been detected navigating inside state election voter registration roll
computers and other election-related networks.

"They had things that they could have done that they didn't do," Brennan said of the Russians.

Intelligence agencies concluded in a report issued in early 2017 that Russian civilian and military
intelligence agencies conducted an aggressive operation to sow social discord during the 2016
election by opposing Hillary Clinton while seeking to boost Donald Trump's campaign.

The Russian operation included the use of advertising on social media platforms like Facebook,
and cyber attacks involving the cyber theft of emails and postings online using covert internet
personas.

In February, 13 Russians were indicted by Special Counsel Robert Mueller for running a St.
Petersburg, Russia-based internet troll farm that carried out influence operations during the
elections.

So far, no action has been taken against the Russian hackers engaged in email thefts.

Kenneth deGraffenreid, former deputy national counterintelligence executive, said Obama's
inaction was a major counterintelligence failure.

"If Brennan’s claims are true, the Obama administration’s inaction in the face of this Russian
cyber aggression represents a serious counterintelligence failure that has had terrible
consequences,” deGraffenreid said.

"Good counterintelligence requires an active element beyond collecting and analyzing the secret
information that has been uncovered—namely countering this serious foreign intelligence threat in

an effective way. The U.S. has the sophisticated tools to do this."

"There simply is no excuse for not doing so," he added. "Our national security depends on
American leaders taking the action required."”

Despite signs the operation had been underway since 2015, Brennan said he was the first U.S.
official to protest the matter during an Aug. 4, 2016, telephone to Alexander Bortnikov, head of
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Russia's FSB security service.

"I told him rather directly that if the Russians were to go down this road, they would pay a
significant price," Brennan said. "I told him that all Americans would be outraged by a Russian
effort to try and interfere in our election.”

A month later at the G-20 summit in China, Obama confronted Putin about the election
interference, according to Brennan.

Weeks later, Director of National Intelligence James Clapper and Homeland Security Secretary
Jeh Johnson issued an official statement accusing the Russian government of interfering with the
election campaign.

Brennan said he believes the softline Obama policy dissuaded Moscow from intensifying the
campaign and that he had no regrets.

Additionally, the former CIA chief said he has spoken to Obama who he asserted is "very
comfortable with what we did and didn't do."

"I would argue that I think by pushing them back a bit and confronting them with it, both
privately as well as publicly, I think we did dissuade them from even going further," he said.

Brennan also said the CIA was told by Obama not to take any action on the Russian intelligence
operation over concerns any action would appear the administration was trying to support the
Democratic candidate, Hillary Clinton.

Since leaving office, Brennan has been a Trump critic, taking to Twitter to call the president a
"charlatan," "demagogue," and "snake oil salesman."

Brennan said that criticism has cost him financially as "a number of opportunities were
rescinded.”

Russian cyber intelligence operations are sophisticated and difficult to track, he said.

"And so I fully anticipate that the Russians and others are going to take advantages that are
there," Brennan said. "They are going to try to hide their footprints better. They're going to try to
prevent the U.S. from understanding what may be happening there. But let's not make a mistake,
that environment is ripe for mal actors and they are going to continue to cause us problems."

On the controversial dossier produced by former British intelligence officer Christopher Steele,
Brennan said the dossier may have been part of a Russian cover operation.

"Well certainly it could be," he said. "I don't know the provenance of the information. As I said
I've seen the dossier. It is done by a former accomplished member of the British intelligence
service, MI-6. It is sourced to unnamed sources and subsources that alleged these types of
activities. So I don't know whether the information in it—some, all or none—is valid or not."
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Brennan said he does not believe Steele was manipulated by the Russians for intelligence
purposes.

"I do not believe he is acting on behalf of them," he said. "Might he have been unwittingly used?
Maybe. So I don't know."

The Steele dossier was funded by the Democratic National Committee and the Clinton campaign
through the research group Fusion GPS.

The Washington Free Beacon hired Fusion GPS to conduct research on Republican candidates
but had no role in the dossier.

On his political views, Brennan said he is not a member of any political party and described
himself as "an avowed nonpartisan.”

In 2016, Brennan disclosed that in 1976 he voted for the Moscow-backed Communist Party USA
candidate for president, Gus Hall, during the height of the Cold War.

Politico

hitps://www.politico.com/story/2018/04/1 7 /iames-comev-trump-iailing-527942

Comey on Trump Calling for Him to Be Jailed: ‘This Is Not OK’

By Louis Nelson, 4/17/18

Former FBI Director James Comey denounced Donald Trump’s presidency as a threat to
bedrock American values, warning that the president's calls for Comey to be jailed could erode
the rule of law.

The former FBI director, whom Trump fired last spring, has been a frequent target of Trump’s
criticism, especially in recent days amid the start of a publicity tour for Comey’s book, which
was released Tuesday. Comey has been deeply critical of the president, characterizing him as
morally unfit to occupy his office, while Trump has labeled the former FBI director as a liar and
leaker, suggesting he be sent to jail.

“President Trump, I don't follow him on Twitter but I get to see his tweets tweeted, I don't know
how many, but some tweets this past couple of days that I should be in jail. The president of the
United States just said that a private citizen should be jailed. And I think the reaction of most of
us was, ‘meh, that's another one of those things.” This is not normal. This is not OK,” Comey
told NPR in an interview broadcast Tuesday morning. “The reason I'm talking in terms of
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morality is, those are the things that matter most to this country. And there's a great danger we'll
be numbed into forgetting that, and then only a fool would be consoled by some policy victory.”

While Comey’s criticism of the president, both in interviews and in his book, has been withering,
so too has the White House’s response. Trump administration officials have painted Comey as a
disgruntled ex-employee looking to settle scores and an admitted leaker whose Congressional
testimony had to be corrected almost immediately. Trump’s press secretary Sarah Huckabee
Sanders said last week that “one of the president's greatest achievements will go down as firing
director James Comey” and Trump himself wrote on Twitter over the weekend that Comey “will
go down as the WORST FBI Director in history, by far!”

“This is not some tin pot dictatorship where the leader of the country gets to say ‘the people I
don't like go to jail.” Our Lady Justice wears a blindfold. And the reason all those statues all over
the country have a blindfold is, that's the way it has to be,” Comey told NPR. “Lady Justice can't
be peeking under the blindfold to see if Donald Trump wants her to convict so-and-so and not
convict so-and-so. If we lose that, we've lost the rule of law, and so there's great danger in the
president of the United States saying “you should be in jail.””

Asked about the potential that he might one day run for office, Comey was emphatic that he had
no such plans. Instead, he said he plans to teach at the university level and give speeches on
ethics and leadership.

"Never. I will never run for office. Not even a close call,” he said. “I'm going to teach about
leadership and ethics, and so I'm going to be a professor, which is exciting, and speak about

leadership... I'm going to use my book in the class and I'm going to buy it for the students,
because I'm not going to be one of those professors.”

TRUMP TWEETS
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To: Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.govl; Beach, Christopher[beach.christopher@epa.govl; Wilcox,
Jahan|wilcox.jahan@epa.govl; Ferguson, Lincoin[ferguson.lincoin@epa.gov}; Hewitt,
James[hewitt.james@epa.gov}; Abboud, Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Konkus,
John[konkus.john@epa.gov}; Daniell, Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tue 4/17/2018 1:59:10 PM

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 4.17.18

Thanks — did we have anything on the Superfund sites?

From: Block, Molly

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 8:43 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>;
Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>;
Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>;
Konkus, John <konkus john@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 4.17.18

EPA News Highlights 4.17.18

Cincinnati Enguirer: EPA Head Scott Pruitt in Cincinnati

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt visited Cincinnati Monday. He
spent part of his day Monday, according to a tweet, with Greater Cincinnati Water Works
officials and workers regarding the replacement of lead pipes. He also visited the federal EPA's
Cincinnati Office of Research and Development near the University of Cincinnati. "This is a
model for cities across the country should look at in order to invest in the future of our children,”
Pruitt tweeted.

Bloombers Environment: Pruitt Seeks Ouicker Superfund Cleanups at Three Targeted
Sites

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt put the spotlight on three more Superfund sites to accelerate
cleanup efforts after the agency targeted those sites for a lack of progress. The Environmental
Protection Agency named the sites in California, Delaware, and Minnesota April 16 after the
agency’s regional staff said they needed a push from the administrator, Albert “Kell” Kelly,
Pruitt’s senior adviser on Superfund issues, told Bloomberg Environment.
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Las Veoas Review Journal: Nevada’s Anaconda Mine Removed from EPA Superfund List

An agreement reached between Nevada and the Environmental Protection Agency has kept the
Anaconda Copper Mine off a Superfund list, with cleanup now being directed by the state and
funded by a private company, officials said Monday. Pruitt released a list of potential Superfund
sites Monday that no longer includes the Nevada mine. The list also excludes the San Jacinto
River Waste Pits in Texas. Three sites in California, Delaware and Minnesota were targeted by
the EPA for immediate and intense cleanup efforts and put on a list for Superfund inclusion. “We
are making tremendous progress expediting sites through the entire Superfund remediation
process,” Pruitt said in a statement. Pruitt said the updated list “reflects our commitment to
addressing Superfund sites as quickly and safely as possible.”

Bloomberes Environment: Smaller Bites in EPA Ay Chiel”s Second Pass at Permittine
Updated

William Wehrum has unfinished business with the EPA’s air pollution permitting program for
factories and power plants that want to expand or make major upgrades to their facilities. “This
time around,” Wehrum told Bloomberg Environment in an exclusive April 13 interview, “it’s
important to strike a better balance.” Already, the EPA has issued two industry-coveted tweaks
to the permitting program through guidance documents.

National News Highlights 4.17.18

Reuters: Fox’s Hannitv Revealed as Mvsterv CHent of Trump’s Personal Lawver

U.S. President Donald Trump’s personal lawyer was forced on Monday to reveal in a New York
federal court that Fox News personality Sean Hannity, one of Trump’s most ardent defenders,
was also on his client list. Michael Cohen, Trump’s fiercely loyal and pugnacious lawyer,
disclosed Hannity’s name through one of his own lawyers at the order of the judge. Stormy
Daniels, an adult-film actress who says she had a sexual encounter with Trump, watched from
the public gallery.

Washington Free Beacon: Ex-CIA Chief Savs Obama Rejected Cvber Action Agoainst
Russia for Election Meddline

Despite an unprecedented Russian intelligence operation to influence the 2016 presidential
election, former President Barack Obama rejected a plan to conduct retaliatory cyber action
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against Moscow during the campaign, according to former CIA Director John Brennan. Brennan
disclosed Saturday that Obama opposed a plan to carry out "a cyber event" against the Russians
because the former president feared the action would lead to more aggressive interference by
Moscow.

Politico: Comev on Trump Calline for Him to Be Jailed: “This Is Not Ol

Former FBI Director James Comey denounced Donald Trump’s presidency as a threat to
bedrock American values, warning that the president's calls for Comey to be jailed could erode
the rule of law. The former FBI director, whom Trump fired last spring, has been a frequent
target of Trump’s criticism, especially in recent days amid the start of a publicity tour for
Comey’s book, which was released Tuesday. Comey has been deeply critical of the president,
characterizing him as morally unfit to occupy his office, while Trump has labeled the former FBI
director as a liar and leaker, suggesting he be sent to jail.

TRUMP TWEETS

Cincinnati Enquirer

https://'www.cincinnati.com/storv/news/2018/04/16/epa-head-scott-pruitt-cincinnati/52 1380002/

EPA Head Scott Pruitt in Cincinnati

By Carrie Blackmore Smith, 4/16/18

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt visited Cincinnati Monday.
He spent part of his day Monday, according to a tweet, with Greater Cincinnati Water Works
officials and workers regarding the replacement of lead pipes. He also visited the federal

EPA's Cincinnati Office of Research and Development near the University of Cincinnati.

"This is a model cities across the country should look at in order to invest in the future of our
children," Pruitt tweeted.

Cincinnati, like many older cities, constructed its system with lead pipes at the start of the last
century.

Water Works has made it a priority to replace all lead pipes with copper in order to reduce
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exposure to lead in drinking water. Lead can cause all sorts of health problems, including
developmental delays, high blood pressure and heart disease.

“We appreciated the visit today from Administrator Pruitt. The visit gave us a chance to explain
our enhanced lead program that includes education, outreach and removal of lead service lines,"
said water works Director Cathy Bailey. "Our program wasn’t mandated by regulations, but
implemented because it is the right thing to do for our community, and we believe it can serve as
a model across the country."”

New research found a correlation between lead and cardiovascular disease, too. It affects
children at a higher rate than adults because their brains are still developing.

The response in Twitter was fierce, with some playing off his use of #gettheleadout.

Bloomberg Environment

https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-enerey/pruitt-seeks-quicker-
superfund-cleanups-at-three-targeted-sites- 1

Pruitt Seeks Quicker Superfund Cleanups at Three Targeted Sites

By Sylvia Carignan and Stephen Joyce, 4/16/18

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt put the spotlight on three more Superfund sites to accelerate
cleanup efforts after the agency targeted those sites for a lack of progress.

The Environmental Protection Agency named the sites in California, Delaware, and Minnesota
April 16 after the agency’s regional staff said they needed a push from the administrator, Albert

“Kell” Kelly, Pruitt’s senior adviser on Superfund issues, told Bloomberg Environment.

Kelly expects that push to come in the form of an expedited cleanup plan decision or quicker
negotiations for each of the sites.

Pruitt also removed two sites from the list of those needing immediate action.

The sites EPA added to the list are Delaware Sand and Gravel Landfill in New Castle, Del.,
Casmalia Resources in Casmalia, Calif., and St. Regis Paper Co. in Cass Lake, Minn.

Kelly said hard and fast criteria aren’t necessarily used when adding sites to the administrator’s
list.

“The criteria has some subjectivity to it, because it has to be sites [where] regions believe
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attention from the administrator will help them get to whatever milestone,” Kelly said.
Cass Lake, Minn.
Pruitt aims to finalize a residential soil cleanup plan for the St. Regis Paper Co. site.

Remediating the Minnesota site “has been a very long and difficult process,” Sara Peterson, a
lawyer representing Cass Lake, Minn., the city where the property is located, told Bloomberg
Environment.

The site contains soils and groundwater possibly contaminated by dioxins, pentachlorophenol,
and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, according to an EPA fact sheet on the site.

From the 1950s to the 1980s, Champion Paper Co.—a predecessor company to the site’s current
owner, Memphis, Tenn.-based International Paper Co.—manufactured treated wood for railroad
ties and telephone poles.

Thomas Ryan, a spokesperson for International Paper, told Bloomberg Environment the
company is working with the EPA and other parties at the Superfund site.

The city is anxious for the site’s environmental cleanup to be completed, Peterson said.

“They need the jobs that would come with the redevelopment of this site, and they’ve got some
potential opportunities out there. But having a Superfund site there at this point makes it awfully
hard to market the site,” she said.

A March 2016 EPA-proposed plan recommended removing contaminated soil from affected
residential areas and replacing it with clean soil, managing removed soil on site, disposing of a
small amount of heavily contaminated soil at an off-site facility, and monitoring soil stored on
site.

Casmalia, Calif.

The Casmalia Resources site in California was a commercial hazardous waste treatment, storage,
and disposal facility spanning more than 250 acres.

The EPA finalized a $590,722 settlement in November with 57 of the companies that contributed
waste to the landfill. Those companies include Nestle, Leidos Inc., Hubbell Inc., and Hearst

Corp.

None of those companies responded to Bloomberg Environment’s emails or calls about the site’s
addition to Pruitt’s list.

In addition, companies and government agencies involved with the Delaware site did not
respond to Bloomberg Environment’s requests for comment.
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Setting Deadlines
The EPA also provided updates April 16 about each of the other sites on Pruitt’s “immediate,
intense action” list.

At the Mohawk Tannery site in Nashua, N.H., the agency wants to propose a cleanup plan this
summer. The EPA is negotiating an agreement with a prospective purchaser who would
redevelop the site.

For two New Jersey sites, American Cyanamid Inc. in Bound Brook and Berry’s Creek in Wood
Ridge borough, the agency wants to propose cleanup plans by the end of this spring.

The agency also wants to propose a cleanup plan for the Superfund site in East Chicago, Ind. his
summer. The EPA is working on cleaning up lead-contaminated soil at parts of the site.

Delisted Sites

Pruitt already has made major cleanup decisions at the two sites removed from the list, the
Anaconda Copper Mine in Yerington, Nev., and San Jacinto River Waste Pits outside Houston.

The EPA agreed in February to allow Nevada to oversee the cleanup of the Anaconda site,
owned by Atlantic Richfield Co., after the state sought to assume control and work with private
parties for a quicker resolution.

The former mine site had been under consideration to be added to the EPA National Priorities
List so it could qualify for long-term cleanup and federal funding. The state last year asked the
agency to defer the mine listing except for areas on tribal lands.

The San Jacinto River Waste Pits site contains paper mill waste material, including highly toxic
dioxins, generated in the bleaching of wood pulp to make paper, the EPA said.

Pruitt announced a $115 million plan in October for the pits that entails excavating more than
212,000 cubic yards of contaminated waste.

Superfund sites are the most contaminated in the country, and include the Gowanus Canal in
New York, Portland Harbor in Oregon, and Tar Creek in Oklahoma. Properties with EPA’s
Superfund designation are eligible to receive federal funds for cleanup, though the agency aims
to compel companies responsible for the sites to pay the cleanup bills.

Las Vegas Review Journal

https://www reviewiournal.com/news/politics-and-government/nevada/nevadas-anaconda-mine-
removed-from-epa-superfund-hist/
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Nevada’s Anaconda Mine Removed From EPA Superfund List

By Gary martin, 4/16/18

An agreement reached between Nevada and the Environmental Protection Agency has kept the
Anaconda Copper Mine off a Superfund list, with cleanup now being directed by the state and
funded by a private company, officials said Monday.

Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a National Priorities
List Deferral Agreement on Feb. 5 that puts the state in control of expedited cleanup and
preparation for reuse of the property.

“Since Governor Sandoval took office and before, the state has worked to develop a long-term
plan to clean up the site with a secure source of funding,” said Mary-Sarah Kinner, the
governor’s spokeswoman.

Pruitt released a list of potential Superfund sites Monday that no longer includes the Nevada
mine.

The list also excludes the San Jacinto River Waste Pits in Texas. Three sites in California,
Delaware and Minnesota were targeted by the EPA for immediate and intense cleanup efforts
and put on a list for Superfund inclusion.

“We are making tremendous progress expediting sites through the entire Superfund remediation
process,” Pruitt said in a statement.

Pruitt said the updated list “reflects our commitment to addressing Superfund sites as quickly
and safely as possible.”

The EPA administrator visited the Nevada and Texas sites as part of his effort to make timely
decisions for cleanup of the sites and ensure protection of health and the environment for the
surrounding communities.

During the Obama administration, the EPA proposed adding the Anaconda Copper Mine, which
opened in 1918, to the Superfund National Priorities List to make it eligible for federal remedial
funds.

Last year Atlantic Richfield Co. approached Nevada and proposed to fund implementation of a
sitewide remedy for the mine. The company bought the mine in 1978.

Sandoval asked EPA in July to defer placing the copper mine on the Superfund list. Sandoval,

the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Native American tribes and other stakeholders
worked with the EPA to keep the site off the national priorities list.
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Pruitt granted the request after the EPA determined cleanup efforts meet federal requirements.

In February, Sandoval called the signing of the agreement with the EPA a “landmark day.” He
said the state and Atlantic Richfield would work in partnership on the remaining cleanup, which
1s expected to take another decade.

The Trump administration has proposed cutting spending at the EPA, and funds for the
Superfund program.

With cleanup under administration by the state, and Atlantic Richfield pledging to fund the
process, state officials see the decision on a deferred listing as a move to secure funding for
cleanup of leaching fields at the old mine where chemicals were used to strip copper from rock.

As a result of this public-private partnership, there was no need for the EPA administrator’s
office to continue tracking the mine site, Kinner said. The site will remain proposed for the
national priority list until cleanup 1s completed under Nevada Division of Environmental
Protection oversight.

Cleanup actions under the Superfund program have historically been slow, expensive and
process-laden, according to the state agency.

The mine 1s located in Lyon County near the town of Yerington.

Bloomberg Environment

https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-energy/smaller-bites-in-epa-air-chiefs-
second-pass-at-permitting-update

Smaller Bites in EPA Air Chiefs Second Pass at Permitting Update

By Jennifer Lu, 4/16/18

William Wehrum has unfinished business with the EPA’s air pollution permitting program for
factories and power plants that want to expand or make major upgrades to their facilities.

In his first stint at the Environmental Protection Agency in an acting capacity, Wehrum tried to
address industry criticism over the permitting program, known as new source review, with
sweeping rulemaking bundles.

His efforts were either dropped after the George W. Bush administration withdrew his

nomination to head the Office of Air and Radiation in 2007, blocked by the courts, or undone by
the incoming Obama administration.
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“This time around,” Wehrum told Bloomberg Environment in an exclusive April 13 interview,
“it’s important to strike a better balance.”

Already, the EPA has issued two industry-coveted tweaks to the permitting program through
guidance documents.

The new source review program requires factories and power plants to install costly new air
pollution controls when they expand or make modifications that increase their emissions.

Industries have long complained that securing compliance with the permitting program is
tedious, time consuming, and confusing. Updating how the EPA administers the program
through guidance documents is one way to quickly address those concerns.

“There are a lot of current issues within [new source review] that we can provide clear guidance
through guidance,” Wehrum said. “Our strategy is to tell people sooner rather than later how we
think the program should be implemented.”

Did You Get the Memo?

The focus on bite-sized updates to EPA programs comes after Wehrum watched a series of
ambitious regulations he helped craft—from toxic air pollution rules from the power industry to
attempts to set up an emissions trading program for power plants—get overturned by judges
during his last go-round at the agency between 2005-2007.

Back then, Wehrum didn’t have the option to quickly update policy through guidance. Only
since a 2014 U.S. Supreme Court decision in Perez v. Mortgage Bankers Association have
federal agencies like the EPA been allowed to issue guidance such as policy memos without
having to go through a lengthy public comment process.

“We have an interest in trying to do some things quickly, and especially in case-specific
circumstances where clarity 1s lacking,” Wehrum said.

However, policy made through guidance memos can be just as easily undone by a new
administration, John Walke of the Natural Resources Defense Council, who previously served in

the EPA General Counsel’s Office, told Bloomberg Environment.

Environmental groups like Walke’s and some states have already sued the EPA over one of its
guidance documents, which eased toxic pollution emissions standards for industry.

“Industry relies upon Bill Wehrum’s guidance at its peril,” Walke said.
Everything Old is New Source Review Again

But updating the permitting program has long been an industry priority. It was repeatedly
spotlighted by businesses when the EPA put out a call for regulations that should be revised or
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eliminated.

After past regulatory efforts to make it industry-friendly fizzled, the fastest way to address
business concerns is through guidance, Richard Alonso, environmental attorney at Sidley Austin
LLP’s Washington, D.C., office, told Bloomberg Environment.

Already, the EPA has issued two memos on two new source review changes. A December memo
told agency staff not to “second-guess” how facilities calculate emissions changes.

That was followed by a March memo on project emissions accounting, also known as project
netting, which tells facilities how to calculate whether emissions from their proposed new
construction projects would increase pollution. Under the new guidance, facilities can include
emissions decreases from their projects to the overall calculations to avoid triggering new source
review.

The memo drew inspiration from a 2006 rule changing three aspects of emissions counting under
new source review, which lost traction after Wehrum left the agency.

“Finalizing this [2006] rulemaking would help to remove a substantial burden to energy and
manufacturing projects,” Louis Renjel, vice president of federal government affairs and strategic
policy at Duke Energy, wrote in response to an EPA call for suggestions on reducing regulatory
burdens.

The American Chemistry Council also asked the EPA to revisit the reforms proposed during the
Bush-era EPA, whether through guidance, regulation, or legislation.

The EPA this summer aims to address project aggregation, another piece of new source review
reform from Wehrum’s 2006 rulemaking bundle.

It would define how emissions from separate modifications that take place around the same time
should be counted, according to a presentation Anna Marie Wood, director of the EPA’s Air
Quality Policy Division, gave at a state air regulators conference April 5.

More Guidance Coming

Three more guidance memos are slated to be issued this spring, according to Wood’s
presentation.

One would redefine what counts as “ambient air,” or the air the general public breathes. This
definition is important to new source review because facilities must show that their post-
construction emissions won’t worsen air quality according to the national standards, Lynn
Hutchinson, the EPA new source review project lead in 2002, told Bloomberg Environment.

Another guidance document in the works would change the pollutant modeling used to decide

whether emissions would damage air quality. The White House completed its review of the
memo April 12.
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A third spring guidance document would allow the EPA to revive an attempt to expand the kinds
of routine maintenance and repairs excluded from new source review. That 2003 rule was
vacated by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in New York v.

EPA 1n 2006, which said industries could not write off physical changes that cost below a certain
amount as routine maintenance.

“You already have a court on record saying those particular reforms are not allowed, so those
might be a heavier lift without notice and comment rulemaking,” Alonso said.

When asked how he will ensure that his current batch of reforms stick beyond the current
administration, Wehrum said, “a piece of it is making change that will last, but the bigger piece

of it, for me, again, is just from a public policy standpoint.”

“If people can’t look at our rules and know what they need to do to comply, then we’ve got a
problem,” he said.

Reuters

https//www reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-russia-cohen/foxs-hannitv-revealed-as-mystery-
client-of-trumps-personal-lawver-idUSKBNIHNI2G

Fox’s Hannity Revealed as Mystery Client of Trump’s Personal Lawyer

By Brendan Pierson, Karen Freifeld, Jonathan Stempel, 4/16/18

U.S. President Donald Trump’s personal lawyer was forced on Monday to reveal in a New York
federal court that Fox News personality Sean Hannity, one of Trump’s most ardent defenders,
was also on his client list.

Michael Cohen, Trump’s fiercely loyal and pugnacious lawyer, disclosed Hannity’s name
through one of his own lawyers at the order of the judge. Stormy Daniels, an adult-film actress
who says she had a sexual encounter with Trump, watched from the public gallery.

Daniels, in a separate civil case, is fighting a 2016 non-disclosure agreement arranged by Cohen
in which she got $130,000 to stop her from discussing her claim she had sex with Trump a
decade carlier, something Trump has denied.

Hannity, 56, said on Monday that he had never paid for Cohen’s services or been represented by
him, but had sought confidential legal advice from him. The conservative host often uses his
weeknight broadcast on Fox News to defend the president against what he sees as biased attacks
by the media. Sometimes Trump praises Hannity in return.
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Cohen was in court to ask the judge to limit the ability of federal prosecutors to review
documents seized from his offices and home last week as part of a criminal investigation, which
stems in part from a probe into possible collusion between Trump's presidential campaign and
Russia. (Full Story)

The Russia investigation has frustrated the White House as it has spread to enfold some of
Trump’s closest confidantes.

Judge Kimba Wood spent more than 2-1/2 hours listening to arguments by Cohen’s lawyers,
prosecutors from the U.S. attorney’s office in Manhattan and a lawyer representing Trump in the
hearing. She is expected to rule later.

She ordered prosecutors to give Cohen’s lawyers a copy of the seized materials before the next
hearing.

The unexpected naming of Hannity made him the latest prominent media personality to be drawn
into the investigation’s cast of unlikely supporting characters.

Daniels, whose real name is Stephanie Clifford, was another. As she arrived at the courthouse
dressed in a lavender suit, photographers knocked over barricades as they scrambled to get
pictures.

Daniels sat with her lawyer, Michael Avenatti, who told reporters they were there to help ensure
protection for the integrity of the seized documents, some of which they believe pertain to the
Daniels agreement.

Cohen, dressed in a dark suit, at times looked tense, folding and clasping his hands in front of
him.

GASPS AND LAUGHTER

Cohen has argued that some of the documents and data seized from him under a warrant are
protected by attorney-client privilege or otherwise unconnected to the investigation. But Judge
Wood said she would still need the names of those other clients, and rejected his efforts to mask
the identity of Hannity, a client Cohen had said wanted to avoid publicity.

“I understand if he doesn’t want his name out there, but that’s not enough under the law,” Wood
said, before ordering the name disclosed.

Stephen Ryan, a lawyer for Cohen, drew gasps and laughter from the public gallery when he
named Hannity as the client.

After his identity was revealed, Hannity said on his syndicated radio show, and again later on his

Fox News program, that he had “occasional, brief discussions” with Cohen in which he sought
out Cohen’s “input and perspective.”
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Hannity said he assumed those discussions were covered by attorney-client privilege, and
insisted that none involved any matter between himself and a third party. He also said his talks
with Cohen “almost exclusively focused on real estate.”™

Legal advice can be considered privileged even if given by a lawyer for free.

Hannity, the top-rated personality on the most watched U.S. cable news network, told his
viewers on April 9 that the raid on Cohen was part an effort by federal investigators to wrongly
impeach the president. He never mentioned his association with Cohen during that broadcast.

On Monday’s show, Hannity expressed amusement at the firestorm of media coverage unleashed
by the disclosure that he and Trump shared a legal adviser in Cohen, playing a 45-second, rapid-
fire montage of various TV commentators and anchors uttering his name on the air throughout
the day.

Cohen has asked the court to give his own lawyers the first look at the seized materials so they
can identify documents that are protected by attorney-client privilege. (Full Story)

Failing that, they want the court to appoint an independent official known as a special master, a
role typically filled by a lawyer, to go through the records and decide what prosecutors can see.

But prosecutors want the documents to be reviewed for attorney-client privilege by a “taint
team” of lawyers within their own office, who would be walled off from the main prosecution

team.

“I have faith in the Southern District U.S. Attorney’s Office that their integrity is
unimpeachable,” making a taint team “a viable option,” Judge Wood said.

But she also said that to help ensure fairness and the perception of fairness, “a special master
might have some role here.”

After the hearing, Cohen left without comment.

Daniels, in contrast, stepped up to the bank of microphones set up on the sidewalk, telling
reporters that Cohen had thought he was above the law.

“My attorney and I are committed that everyone finds out the truth and the facts of what
happened, and I will not rest until that happens,” she said.

Washington Free Beacon

hitp://freebeacon.com/mational-security/ex-cia-chief-savs-obama-reiected-cvber-action-russia-
election-meddling/
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Ex-CIA Chief Says Obama Rejected Cyber Action Against Russia for Election Meddling

By Bill Gertz, 4/17/18

Despite an unprecedented Russian intelligence operation to influence the 2016 presidential
election, former President Barack Obama rejected a plan to conduct retaliatory cyber action
against Moscow during the campaign, according to former CIA Director John Brennan.

Brennan disclosed Saturday that Obama opposed a plan to carry out "a cyber event" against the
Russians because the former president feared the action would lead to more aggressive
interference by Moscow.

"There was consideration about rattling their cages with some type of cyber event," Brennan said
during remarks to a journalism conference at the University of California Berkeley.

But based on Obama's fears, the planned cyber action was shelved in favor issuing vague
warnings to Russian officials. Brennan did not elaborate on the cyber retaliation plan.

"President Obama was the ultimate decision-maker on that," Brennan said of the lack of
response.

The former CIA director defended the Obama administration's handling of what is widely
viewed as a significant counterintelligence failure during the presidential election.

After the election, Obama ordered the expulsion of 35 Russian intelligence officers.

Both the FBI and CIA are charged with the conducting counterintelligence—detecting and
thwarting hostile intelligence operations. Both agencies failed to halt the Russians in 2016 either
in the United States or abroad.

U.S. officials have said the targeting of U.S. and foreign elections by Russia is continuing.

President Trump in February criticized his predecessor in a Tweet for failing to act. "Why didn't
Obama do something about the meddling? Why aren't Dem crimes under investigation? Ask Jeff
Sessions!" he tweeted.

The disclosure that Obama scrapped a cyber plan to retaliate against Moscow for election
interference comes as a former senior counterintelligence official, Michelle Van

Cleave, revealed in congressional testimony last week that the Obama administration weakened
American counterintelligence programs by downgrading a top counterspy office.

Brennan said he had "great confidence" the Russian influence operation was authorized and
directed by Russian President Vladimir Putin, a former KGB intelligence officer. The Russian
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intelligence services also "know what the mission is, know what their capabilities are, and will
apply them to issues that are of interest to Russian national security,”" he said.

Brennan called the meddling "unprecedented in terms of its scope and intensity, and made full
use of the digital domain."

The first indications of Russian interference were spotted in late 2015 and early 2016 and the
operation was mentioned in press reports in the spring of 2016. By the summer of 2016 the
operations were confirmed, he said.

Obama also made clear to the CIA that he did not want the agency doing anything "in reality or
in perception” that would have advanced the Russian disinformation and propaganda campaign,
Brennan said.

"We were really trying to strike the right balance between doing everything we could to prevent
and thwart as well as to uncover and understand what the Russians were doing without doing
anything that would almost advance their interests in trying to disrupt our election,” he said.

Obama also was afraid any U.S. action against the Russians might be perceived as an outgoing
Democratic president working to influence the election outcome.

"So if we did more things and stood at the hilltops and cried out, ‘the Russians, the Russians are
trying to help Trump get elected,’ and if President Obama who is the titular head of the
Democratic Party were to do that, I think that there would have been a lot of people would
believe, I think with some justification, that the President of the United States was trying to
influence the outcome of a presidential election," Brennan said.

Brennan also said the Obama administration opposed aggressive action because of the president's
belief that any effort to punish the Russian might produce stepped up activities.

Russian hackers had been detected navigating inside state election voter registration roll
computers and other election-related networks.

"They had things that they could have done that they didn't do," Brennan said of the Russians.

Intelligence agencies concluded in a report issued in early 2017 that Russian civilian and military
intelligence agencies conducted an aggressive operation to sow social discord during the 2016
election by opposing Hillary Clinton while seeking to boost Donald Trump's campaign.

The Russian operation included the use of advertising on social media platforms like Facebook,
and cyber attacks involving the cyber theft of emails and postings online using covert internet
personas.

In February, 13 Russians were indicted by Special Counsel Robert Mueller for running a St.

Petersburg, Russia-based internet troll farm that carried out influence operations during the
elections.
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So far, no action has been taken against the Russian hackers engaged in email thefts.

Kenneth deGraffenreid, former deputy national counterintelligence executive, said Obama's
inaction was a major counterintelligence failure.

"If Brennan’s claims are true, the Obama administration’s inaction in the face of this Russian
cyber aggression represents a serious counterintelligence failure that has had terrible
consequences,” deGraffenreid said.

"Good counterintelligence requires an active element beyond collecting and analyzing the secret
information that has been uncovered—namely countering this serious foreign intelligence threat in
an effective way. The U.S. has the sophisticated tools to do this."

"There simply is no excuse for not doing so," he added. "Our national security depends on
American leaders taking the action required."”

Despite signs the operation had been underway since 2015, Brennan said he was the first U.S.
official to protest the matter during an Aug. 4, 2016, telephone to Alexander Bortnikov, head of
Russia's FSB security service.

"I told him rather directly that if the Russians were to go down this road, they would pay a
significant price," Brennan said. "I told him that all Americans would be outraged by a Russian
effort to try and interfere in our election.”

A month later at the G-20 summit in China, Obama confronted Putin about the election
interference, according to Brennan.

Weeks later, Director of National Intelligence James Clapper and Homeland Security Secretary
Jeh Johnson issued an official statement accusing the Russian government of interfering with the

election campaign.

Brennan said he believes the softline Obama policy dissuaded Moscow from intensifying the
campaign and that he had no regrets.

Additionally, the former CIA chief said he has spoken to Obama who he asserted is "very
comfortable with what we did and didn't do."

"I would argue that I think by pushing them back a bit and confronting them with it, both
privately as well as publicly, I think we did dissuade them from even going further," he said.

Brennan also said the CIA was told by Obama not to take any action on the Russian intelligence
operation over concerns any action would appear the administration was trying to support the

Democratic candidate, Hillary Clinton.

Since leaving office, Brennan has been a Trump critic, taking to Twitter to call the president a
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"charlatan," "demagogue," and "snake oil salesman."

Brennan said that criticism has cost him financially as "a number of opportunities were
rescinded.”

Russian cyber intelligence operations are sophisticated and difficult to track, he said.

"And so I fully anticipate that the Russians and others are going to take advantages that are
there," Brennan said. "They are going to try to hide their footprints better. They're going to try to
prevent the U.S. from understanding what may be happening there. But let's not make a mistake,
that environment is ripe for mal actors and they are going to continue to cause us problems."

On the controversial dossier produced by former British intelligence officer Christopher Steele,
Brennan said the dossier may have been part of a Russian cover operation.

"Well certainly it could be," he said. "I don't know the provenance of the information. As I said
I've seen the dossier. It is done by a former accomplished member of the British intelligence
service, MI-6. It is sourced to unnamed sources and subsources that alleged these types of

activities. So I don't know whether the information in it-some, all or none—is valid or not."

Brennan said he does not believe Steele was manipulated by the Russians for intelligence
purposes.

"I do not believe he is acting on behalf of them," he said. "Might he have been unwittingly used?
Maybe. So I don't know."

The Steele dossier was funded by the Democratic National Committee and the Clinton campaign
through the research group Fusion GPS.

The Washington Free Beacon hired Fusion GPS to conduct research on Republican candidates
but had no role in the dossier.

On his political views, Brennan said he is not a member of any political party and described
himself as "an avowed nonpartisan.”

In 2016, Brennan disclosed that in 1976 he voted for the Moscow-backed Communist Party USA
candidate for president, Gus Hall, during the height of the Cold War.

Politico

hitps://www.politico.com/story/2018/04/1 7 /iames-comev-trump-iailing-527942

Comey on Trump Calling for Him to Be Jailed: ‘This Is Not OK’
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By Louis Nelson, 4/17/18

Former FBI Director James Comey denounced Donald Trump’s presidency as a threat to
bedrock American values, warning that the president's calls for Comey to be jailed could erode
the rule of law.

The former FBI director, whom Trump fired last spring, has been a frequent target of Trump’s
criticism, especially in recent days amid the start of a publicity tour for Comey’s book, which
was released Tuesday. Comey has been deeply critical of the president, characterizing him as
morally unfit to occupy his office, while Trump has labeled the former FBI director as a liar and
leaker, suggesting he be sent to jail.

“President Trump, I don't follow him on Twitter but I get to see his tweets tweeted, I don't know
how many, but some tweets this past couple of days that I should be in jail. The president of the
United States just said that a private citizen should be jailed. And I think the reaction of most of
us was, ‘meh, that's another one of those things.” This 1s not normal. This is not OK,” Comey
told NPR in an interview broadcast Tuesday morning. “The reason I'm talking in terms of
morality is, those are the things that matter most to this country. And there's a great danger we'll
be numbed into forgetting that, and then only a fool would be consoled by some policy victory.”

While Comey’s criticism of the president, both in interviews and in his book, has been withering,
so too has the White House’s response. Trump administration officials have painted Comey as a
disgruntled ex-employee looking to settle scores and an admitted leaker whose Congressional
testimony had to be corrected almost immediately. Trump’s press secretary Sarah Huckabee
Sanders said last week that “one of the president's greatest achievements will go down as firing
director James Comey” and Trump himself wrote on Twitter over the weekend that Comey “will
go down as the WORST FBI Director in history, by far!”

“This is not some tin pot dictatorship where the leader of the country gets to say ‘the people I
don't like go to jail.” Our Lady Justice wears a blindfold. And the reason all those statues all over
the country have a blindfold is, that's the way it has to be,” Comey told NPR. “Lady Justice can't
be peeking under the blindfold to see if Donald Trump wants her to convict so-and-so and not
convict so-and-so. If we lose that, we've lost the rule of law, and so there's great danger in the
president of the United States saying “you should be in jail.””

Asked about the potential that he might one day run for office, Comey was emphatic that he had
no such plans. Instead, he said he plans to teach at the university level and give speeches on
ethics and leadership.

"Never. I will never run for office. Not even a close call,” he said. “I'm going to teach about
leadership and ethics, and so I'm going to be a professor, which is exciting, and speak about
leadership... I'm going to use my book in the class and I'm going to buy it for the students,
because I'm not going to be one of those professors.”
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TRUMP TWEETS

Donald J. Trump © :
S0 many people are seeing the mmefm of the Tax Cut Bill. Everyone is talking.

reglly nice 1o sesl
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Donald J. Trump & @realDon:
Looks like Jerry Brown and m nmmm are not looking for safety and security along
their very porous Border. He cannot come to terms for the Nationsl Guard to
patrol and protect the Border, The high orime rate will only get higher, Much
wanted Wall in San Dlego already started!
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Donald J. Trump & ,
I am in Florida and looking forward to my meeting with Prime Minister Abe of
Japan, Working on Trade and Military Security.
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To: Jackson, Ryanfjackson.ryan@epa.gov}
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wed 4/11/2018 5:30:52 PM

Subject: RE: Request for comment on Tar Creek

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 1:22 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Request for comment on Tar Creek

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wednesday, April 11,2018 1:20 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Request for comment on Tar Creek

I would suggest we say that then: Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

EX. 5 - Deliberative Process

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Wednesday, April 11,2018 1:13 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Request for comment on Tar Creek

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

ED_001863D_00002313-00001



Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 3:10 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvan@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Request for comment on Tar Creek

From: Mike Soraghan [mailtoi Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy !
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 2:58 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for comment on Tar Creek

Hi. Mike Soraghan here at E&XE News. I’'m working on a story about a Campaign for
Accountability suing for communications between Senator Inhofe and Scott Pruitt, when he was
Oklahoma attorney general, about the Tar Creek site. The obvious implication is that they
suspect Senator Inhofe had something to do with General Pruitt not bringing charges after the
state audit.

https://campaignforaccountabilitv.org/cfa-sues-oklahoma-attornev-general -to-obtain-
communications-between-scott-pruitt-and-sen-james-inhofe-about-coverup-of-tar-creek-audit/

Does EPA or Mr. Pruitt have any comment on the suit?
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Thanks,

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy !

! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ]

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, EXE News PM
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To: Jackson, Ryanfjackson.ryan@epa.gov}
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wed 4/11/2018 5:19:33 PM

Subject: RE: Request for comment on Tar Creek

I would suggest we say that then: ! Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process
i Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Wednesday, April 11,2018 1:13 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Request for comment on Tar Creek

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 3:10 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvan@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Request for comment on Tar Creek

From: Mike Soraghan [mailto:i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 2:58 PM
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To: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for comment on Tar Creek

Hi. Mike Soraghan here at E&XE News. I’'m working on a story about a Campaign for
Accountability suing for communications between Senator Inhofe and Scott Pruitt, when he was
Oklahoma attorney general, about the Tar Creek site. The obvious implication is that they
suspect Senator Inhofe had something to do with General Pruitt not bringing charges after the
state audit.

https://campaignforaccountabilitv.org/cfa-sues-oklahoma-attornev-general -to-obtain-
communications-between-scott-pruitt-and-sen-james-inhofe-about-coverup-of-tar-creek-audit/

Does EPA or Mr. Pruitt have any comment on the suit?

Thanks,

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

[ Ex. 8 - Personal Privacy | office and mobile)

| Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy E

E&E NEWS

122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001
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www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, EXE News PM
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To: Jackson, Ryanfjackson.ryan@epa.gov}
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tue 4/10/2018 7:10:27 PM

Subject: FW: Request for comment on Tar Creek

From: Mike Soraghan [mailtoi Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 2:58 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for comment on Tar Creek

Hi. Mike Soraghan here at E&XE News. I’'m working on a story about a Campaign for
Accountability suing for communications between Senator Inhofe and Scott Pruitt, when he was
Oklahoma attorney general, about the Tar Creek site. The obvious implication is that they
suspect Senator Inhofe had something to do with General Pruitt not bringing charges after the
state audit.

https://campaignforaccountabilitv.org/cfa-sues-oklahoma-attornev-general -to-obtain-
communications-between-scott-pruitt-and-sen-james-inhofe-about-coverup-of-tar-creek-audit/

Does EPA or Mr. Pruitt have any comment on the suit?

Thanks,

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy E(Ofﬁce and mobﬂe)
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: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy :

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, EXE News PM
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To: Flynn, Matthew J. EOP/WHO[Matthew .J.Flynn@who eop.gov]
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Fri 3/23/2018 4:59:25 PM

Subject: FW: EPA's Weekly Report for 3/23/18

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 12:12 PM
To: Ferre, Helen A. EOP/WHO <Helen.A Ferre@who.eop.gov>; Rateike, Bradley A. EOP/WHO
<Bradley.A.Rateike@who.eop.gov>; Love, Kelly A. EOP/WHO <Kelly.A.Love@who.eop.gov>;
Shah, Raj S. EOP/WHO <Raj.S.Shah@who.eop.gov>; Kennedy, Adam R. EOP/WHO
<Adam.R.Kennedy@who.eop.gov>; Hogan.Gidley@who.eop.gov

Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoin@epa.gov>;
Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Block,
Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Konkus, John
<konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: EPA's Weekly Report for 3/23/18

Helen -

Below is our regional coverage which includes regional radio hits, regional print stories
and a few front pages.

This link might be better if the pictures don’'t come through: http:/icreatesend.com/t/d-
C308C12E222962D12540EF23F30FEDED.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 11:30 AM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jghan@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA's Weekly Report for 3/23/18

M Imegoes 2 Click here

EPA'S WEEKLY REPORT
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This week Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt sat down with more
than a dozen reporters across all mediums to discuss the important work the Agency is doing to
ensure regulatory certainty for America's farmers, ranchers, and businesses during National
Agriculture Week. Pruitt also advanced the Trump Administration's infrastructure agenda with a push
to eradicate lead from drinking water and convene a national leadership surmimit on PFAS to update
America's crumbling water infrastructure.

NATIONAL NEWS ...

In an exclusive interview with the Daily Caller, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt laid out his
plans to end the use of "secret science" to craft Agency regulations. "Pruitt will reverse long-
standing EPA policy allowing regulators to rely on non-public scientific data in crafting rules. Such
studies have been used to justify tens of billions of dollars worth of regulations. EPA regulators
would only be allowed to consider scientific studies that make their data available for public scrutiny
under Pruitt’s new policy. Also, EPA-funded studies would need to make all their data public.”

EPA Administrator Pruitt sat down with AgDay to talk about issues impacting farmers and
ranchers including EPA's efforts to provide certainty by redefining "Waters of the

U.S." According to Pruitt, a substitute or replacement definition will be issued sometime this year, a
definition that will recognize private property ownership and the roles of states, and will answer the
question of what exactly is a water of the United States. 'We’re going to get that right going forward,
and the definition is going to provide clarity, objective measurements by which we know where
federal jurisdiction begins and ends,' he said."

OP-ED ...

In the Washington Times, EPA Administrator Pruitt outlined the Agency's efforts to overhaul
the permitting process to "rebuild and revitalize our nation's crumbling infrastructure.” "The
president’'s ambitious proposal calls for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to play a leading
role in the administration’s efforts ... America’s infrastructure was once the envy of the world. The
president’s proposal will restore our roads, bridges and waterways to greatness and create a safer,
stronger America. Through regulatory reforms and targeted investments, EPA will spearhead the
much-needed repairs o infrastructure in a way that provides tangible environmental benefits to all
Americans."

REGIONAL NEWS ...

The Detroit News reported that eradicating lead from drinking water is one of EPA
Administrator Pruitt's top priorities. "'l do think that what happened in Flint is something that
could happen elsewhere. We just simply need {o take steps to do all that we can to address it
prospectively and proactively,' Pruitt said. Pruitt said President Donald Trump’s $1.5 trillion plan to
bolster the nation’s infrastructure over the next decade would include investments in aging water
infrastructure."

While speaking with the New York Post, Pruitt called for a local, state, and federal response
to the lead crisis in New York City and across the country. "EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
called for a 'coordinated' response between New York State and City officials to address the ongoing
lead crisis.”
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In an interview with Newark Star-Ledger, Pruitt discussed efforts to make cleaning up
Superfund sites a priority to advance the Agency's core mission. "The Environmental
Protection Agency plans to step up efforts to get companies who dumped toxic waste at New
Jersey's Superfund sites to pay to clean them up, Administrator Scott Pruitt said. Pruitt on Monday
blamed a lack of urgency... New Jersey has 114 designated Superfund sites, the most in the nation,
included three of Pruitt's 21 highest-priority locations."

Pruitt reiterated his commitment to prioritizing the Superfund program to clean up America's
most contaminated sites, including Tar Creek, in an interview with the Tulsa

World. "Administrator Scott Pruitt of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said his new push on
the nation’s Superfund program finally can provide clarity and accountability to the Tar Creek area,
for decades one of the oldest, largest and most complex toxic sites in the nation. 'l is really
unacceptable,’ Pruitt said as he recalled the history of the Tar Creek area in far northeastern
Oklahoma, whose Superfund legacy dates back to 1983, as well as the amount of money and time
deployed there."

At this week's regional roundtable, the Albuguergue Journal reported on progress the Trump
Administration is making on claim stemming from the 2015 Gold King Mine spill.
"Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt said Monday that the federal
government is close to finishing its assessment of roughly 400 claims for financial damages
stemming from the 2015 Gold King Mine spill, which dumped toxic chemicals into waters in New
Mexico, Colorado and Utah, and final recommendations could be ready by the end of the month."

RADIO ...

This week, Administrator Pruitt joined WZFG 1100 AM The Flag — North Dakota to talk about
his first year accomplishments, including repeal and replacement of both “Waters of the
U.S.” rule and Clean Power Plan.

Administrator Pruitt also joined the Lars Larson Show, based in Portland, Ore., and
discussed how he’s working to get the EPA back to basics and provide regulatory certainty
for all Americans.

On the St. Louis, Missouri’s own Mark Reardon Show, Administrator Pruitt talked a little
about baseball and a lot about the good work the Agency is doing to improve environmental
outcomes across the country.

Scott Voorhees on 1110 KFAF-Omaha had Administrator Pruitt on his show Wednesday to
talk about what’s to come at the EPA this year, including a continued focused on Superfund
clean-up and regulatory transparency.

TWEETS ...
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To: Wilcox, Jahanjwilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent; Fri 3/23/2018 4:58:54 PM

Subject: RE: EPA's Weekly Report for 3/23/18

Thank you for sending this!

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 12:12 PM
To: Ferre, Helen A. EOP/WHO <Helen.A Ferre@who.eop.gov>; Rateike, Bradley A. EOP/WHO
<Bradley.A.Rateike@who.eop.gov>; Love, Kelly A. EOP/WHO <Kelly.A.Love@who.eop.gov>;
Shah, Raj S. EOP/WHO <Raj.S.Shah@who.eop.gov>; Kennedy, Adam R. EOP/WHO
<Adam.R.Kennedy@who.eop.gov>; Hogan.Gidley@who.eop.gov

Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoin@epa.gov>;
Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Block,
Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Konkus, John
<konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: EPA's Weekly Report for 3/23/18

Helen -

Below is our regional coverage which includes regional radio hits, regional print stories
and a few front pages.

This link might be better if the pictures don’'t come through: http:/icreatesend.com/t/d-
C308C12E222962D12540EF23F30FEDED.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 11:30 AM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jghan@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA's Weekly Report for 3/23/18

M Imegoes 2 Click here

EPA'S WEEKLY REPORT
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This week Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt sat down with more
than a dozen reporters across all mediums to discuss the important work the Agency is doing to
ensure regulatory certainty for America's farmers, ranchers, and businesses during National
Agriculture Week. Pruitt also advanced the Trump Administration's infrastructure agenda with a push
to eradicate lead from drinking water and convene a national leadership surmimit on PFAS to update
America's crumbling water infrastructure.

NATIONAL NEWS ...

In an exclusive interview with the Daily Caller, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt laid out his
plans to end the use of "secret science" to craft Agency regulations. "Pruitt will reverse long-
standing EPA policy allowing regulators to rely on non-public scientific data in crafting rules. Such
studies have been used to justify tens of billions of dollars worth of regulations. EPA regulators
would only be allowed to consider scientific studies that make their data available for public scrutiny
under Pruitt’s new policy. Also, EPA-funded studies would need to make all their data public.”

EPA Administrator Pruitt sat down with AgDay to talk about issues impacting farmers and
ranchers including EPA's efforts to provide certainty by redefining "Waters of the

U.S." According to Pruitt, a substitute or replacement definition will be issued sometime this year, a
definition that will recognize private property ownership and the roles of states, and will answer the
question of what exactly is a water of the United States. 'We’re going to get that right going forward,
and the definition is going to provide clarity, objective measurements by which we know where
federal jurisdiction begins and ends,' he said."

OP-ED ...

In the Washington Times, EPA Administrator Pruitt outlined the Agency's efforts to overhaul
the permitting process to "rebuild and revitalize our nation's crumbling infrastructure.” "The
president’'s ambitious proposal calls for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to play a leading
role in the administration’s efforts ... America’s infrastructure was once the envy of the world. The
president’s proposal will restore our roads, bridges and waterways to greatness and create a safer,
stronger America. Through regulatory reforms and targeted investments, EPA will spearhead the
much-needed repairs o infrastructure in a way that provides tangible environmental benefits to all
Americans."

REGIONAL NEWS ...

The Detroit News reported that eradicating lead from drinking water is one of EPA
Administrator Pruitt's top priorities. "'l do think that what happened in Flint is something that
could happen elsewhere. We just simply need {o take steps to do all that we can to address it
prospectively and proactively,' Pruitt said. Pruitt said President Donald Trump’s $1.5 trillion plan to
bolster the nation’s infrastructure over the next decade would include investments in aging water
infrastructure."

While speaking with the New York Post, Pruitt called for a local, state, and federal response
to the lead crisis in New York City and across the country. "EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
called for a 'coordinated' response between New York State and City officials to address the ongoing
lead crisis.”
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In an interview with Newark Star-Ledger, Pruitt discussed efforts to make cleaning up
Superfund sites a priority to advance the Agency's core mission. "The Environmental
Protection Agency plans to step up efforts to get companies who dumped toxic waste at New
Jersey's Superfund sites to pay to clean them up, Administrator Scott Pruitt said. Pruitt on Monday
blamed a lack of urgency... New Jersey has 114 designated Superfund sites, the most in the nation,
included three of Pruitt's 21 highest-priority locations."

Pruitt reiterated his commitment to prioritizing the Superfund program to clean up America's
most contaminated sites, including Tar Creek, in an interview with the Tulsa

World. "Administrator Scott Pruitt of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said his new push on
the nation’s Superfund program finally can provide clarity and accountability to the Tar Creek area,
for decades one of the oldest, largest and most complex toxic sites in the nation. 'l is really
unacceptable,’ Pruitt said as he recalled the history of the Tar Creek area in far northeastern
Oklahoma, whose Superfund legacy dates back to 1983, as well as the amount of money and time
deployed there."

At this week's regional roundtable, the Albuguergue Journal reported on progress the Trump
Administration is making on claim stemming from the 2015 Gold King Mine spill.
"Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt said Monday that the federal
government is close to finishing its assessment of roughly 400 claims for financial damages
stemming from the 2015 Gold King Mine spill, which dumped toxic chemicals into waters in New
Mexico, Colorado and Utah, and final recommendations could be ready by the end of the month."

RADIO ...

This week, Administrator Pruitt joined WZFG 1100 AM The Flag — North Dakota to talk about
his first year accomplishments, including repeal and replacement of both “Waters of the
U.S.” rule and Clean Power Plan.

Administrator Pruitt also joined the Lars Larson Show, based in Portland, Ore., and
discussed how he’s working to get the EPA back to basics and provide regulatory certainty
for all Americans.

On the St. Louis, Missouri’s own Mark Reardon Show, Administrator Pruitt talked a little
about baseball and a lot about the good work the Agency is doing to improve environmental
outcomes across the country.

Scott Voorhees on 1110 KFAF-Omaha had Administrator Pruitt on his show Wednesday to
talk about what’s to come at the EPA this year, including a continued focused on Superfund
clean-up and regulatory transparency.

TWEETS ...
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To: Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.gov]

Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Beach,
Christopherfbeach.christopher@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan[wilcox.jahan@epa.govl; Daniell,
Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov}; Konkus, John[konkus.john@epa.gov}

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Fri 3/23/2018 2:34:24 PM

Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW: EPA's Weekly Report for 3/23/18 - Preview

This looks great? Just change “convene” to past tense in the mtro

On Mar 23,2018, at 10:31 AM, Block, Molly <block. molly@epa.gov> wrote:

BMo Images ? Click here

EPA'S WEEKLY REPORT

This week Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt sat down with more
than a dozen reporters across all mediums to discuss the important work the Agency is doing to
ensure regulatory certainty for America's farmers, ranchers, and businesses during National
Agriculture Week. Pruitt also advanced the Trump Administration's infrastructure agenda with a
push to eradicate lead from drinking water and convene a national leadership surmmit on PFAS to
update America's crumbling water infrastructure.

NATIONAL NEWS ...

In an exclusive interview with the Daily Caller, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt laid out his
plans to end the use of "secret science” to craft Agency regulations. "Pruitt will reverse long-
standing EPA policy allowing regulators to rely on non-public scientific data in crafting rules. Such
studies have been used to justify tens of billions of dollars worth of regulations. EPA regulators
would only be allowed to consider scientific studies that make their data available for public scrutiny
under Pruitt’s new policy. Also, EPA-funded studies would need to make all their data public."

EPA Administrator Pruitt sat down with AgDay to talk about issues impacting farmers and
ranchers including EPA's efforts to provide certainty by redefining "Waters of the

U.S." According to Pruitt, a substitute or replacement definition will be issued sometime this year, a
definition that will recognize private property ownership and the roles of states, and will answer the
question of what exactly is a water of the United States. 'We’re going to get that right going forward,
and the definition is going to provide clarity, objective measurements by which we know where
federal jurisdiction begins and ends,' he said."

OP-ED ...

In the Washingion Times, EPA Administrator Pruitt outline the Agency's efforts to overhaul
the permitting process to "rebuild and revitalize our nation's crumbling infrastructure. "The

ED_001863D_00002318-00001



president’'s ambitious proposal calls for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to play a leading
role in the administration’s efforts ... America’s infrastructure was once the envy of the world. The
president’s proposal will restore our roads, bridges and waterways to greatness and create a safer,
stronger America. Through regulatory reforms and targeted investments, EPA will spearhead the
much-needed repairs to infrastructure in a way that provides tangible environmental benefits to all
Americans."

REGIONAL NEWS ...

The Detroit News reported that eradicating lead from drinking water is one of EPA
Administrator Pruitt's top priorities. "'l do think that what happened in Flint is something that
could happen eisewhere. We just simply need to take steps to do all that we can to address it
prospectively and proactively,' Pruitt said. Pruitt said President Donald Trump’s $1.5 trillion plan to
bolster the nation’s infrastructure over the next decade would include investments in aging water
infrastructure."

While speaking with the New York Post, Pruitt called for a local, state, and federal response
to the lead crisis in New York City and across the country. "EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
called for a 'coordinated’ response between New York State and City officials to address the
ongoing lead crisis."

In an interview with New Jersey Advance Media, Pruitt discussed efforts to make cleaning up
Superfund sites a priority to advance the Agency's core mission. "The Environmental
Protection Agency plans to step up efforts to get companies who dumped toxic waste at New
Jersey's Superfund sites o pay to clean them up, Administrator Scott Pruitt said. Pruitt on Monday
blamed a lack of urgency... New Jersey has 114 designated Superfund sites, the most in the nation,
included three of Pruitt's 21 highest-priority locations.

Pruitt reiterated his commitment to prioritizing the Superfund program to clean up America's
most contaminated sites, including Tar Creek, in an interview with the Tulsa

World. "Administrator Scott Pruitt of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said his new push
on the nation’s Superfund program finally can provide clarity and accountability to the Tar Creek
area, for decades one of the oldest, largest and most complex toxic sites in the nation. 'lt is really
unacceptable,' Pruitt said as he recalled the history of the Tar Creek area in far northeastern
Oklahoma, whose Superfund legacy dates back to 1983, as well as the amount of money and time
deployed there."

At his week's regional roundtable, the Albuguerqgue Journal reported on progress the Trump
Administration is making on claim stemming from the 2015 Gold King Mine spill.
"Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt said Monday that the federal
government is close to finishing its assessment of roughly 400 claims for financial damages
stemming from the 2015 Gold King Mine spill, which dumped toxic chemicals into waters in New
Mexico, Colorado and Utah, and final recommendations could be ready by the end of the month.

RADIO ...

This week, Administrator Pruitt joined WZFG 1100 AWM The Flag — North Dakota to talk about
his first year accomplishments, including repeal and replacement of both “Waters of the
U.S.” rule and Clean Power Plan.

ED_001863D_00002318-00002



Administrator Pruitt also joined the Lars Larson Show, based in Portland, Ore., and
discussed how he’s working to get the EPA back to basics and provide regulatory certainty
for all Americans.

On the St. Louis, Missouri’s own Mark Reardon Show, Administrator Pruitt talked a little
about baseball and a lot about the good work the Agency is doing to improve environmental
outcomes across the country.

Scott Voorhees on 11110 KFAF-Omaha had Administrator Pruitt on his show Wednesday to
talk about what’s to come at the EPA this year, including a continued focused on Superfund
clean-up and regulatory transparency.

TWEETS ..

FRONT PAGES ...

http/lusenvironmentalprotectionagency.cmail20. com/Vd-i-odvilil-l-rn/
<image001.png>

ED_001863D_00002318-00003



L

L8 BEnviconrenial Frotection dgency
1200 Pennsyivania Avenue Northwest
Washinglon, 10, 20004

Unsubscribe

ED_001863D_00002318-00004



ED_001863D_00002318-00005



To: Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.gov]

Cc: Beach, Christopher{beach.christopher@epa.gov];, Wilcox, Jahan|[wilcox.jahan@epa.govl;
Ferguson, Lincoln[ferguson .lincoln@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James[hewitt.james@epa.govl]; Abboud,
Michael{abboud.michael@epa.gov}; Konkus, John[konkus.john@epa.govl; Daniell,
Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov}

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Fri 5/4/2018 12:39:08 PM

Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW: EPA News Highlights 5.4.18

Looks good
Sent from my iPhone

On May 4, 2018, at 8:38 AM, Block, Molly <block molly@epa.gov> wrote:

EPA News Highlights 5.4.18

Bloomberg Environmental: EPA Tailorine Superfund Aoreements for Concerned
Companies

Third parties that want to take on Superfund site projects can expect more personalized
attention and customized agreements from the EPA, as the agency moves to redevelop
contaminated properties. The Environmental Protection Agency is targeting companies’
contamination liability concerns at the site level, pushing more tailored, site-specific
agreements in addition to using agency-wide guidance, Cyndy Mackey, director of the
agency’s Office of Site Remediation Enforcement, told Bloomberg Environment May 3.
Those changes are enticing more private investors to step in, clean up, and redevelop the
country’s most contaminated sites, the agency said.

Politico: EPA Narrows Guidelines for Asoresating Sources for Ailr Permitting

EPA will alter its interpretation of when related facilities are considered a single source for
air permitting purposes in a way that could ease their permitting requirements. Permitting
rules say that plants located near each other should be aggregated for permitting purposes if
they are operated by the same entity, known as “common control.” In that case, the
facilities® emissions can be aggregated and be subject to more stringent permitting
requirements than if treated separately. In an April 30 memo concerning a common control
designation for a Pennsylvania landfill and nearby biogas processing facility that are owned
by different companies, EPA air chief Bill Wehrum revised the agency's interpretation so
that facilities meet the definition if one entity has “the power or authority ... to dictate
decisions of the other that could affect the applicability of, or compliance with, relevant air
pollution regulatory requirements.”
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Washinoton Examiner: US Chareses Ex-Volkswaoen CEO Martin Winterkorn in
FEmissions Scandal

A federal grand jury has charged former Volkswagen CEO Martin Winterkorn with wire
fraud in what prosecutors say was a long-running scheme to cheat diesel-emission standards
for U.S. vehicles. Environmental Protection AGency Administrator Scott Pruitt said the
indictment sends “a clear message that EPA and its law enforcement partners will seek to
hold corporate officers accountable for alleged criminal activities.”

National News Highlichts 5.4.18

Reuters: Months After Parkland Shooting, Trump to Embrace NRA in Rallyv-Like
Speech

President Donald Trump, who briefly pledged to “fight” the National Rifle Association after
a February mass shooting at a Florida high school, is expected to throw his full weight
behind the powerful gun rights group on Friday at an event in Dallas.

CNBC: Special Counsel Robert Mueller Focusing Sharply on Links Between Trump
Confidant Roger Stone and Former Campaion Official Rick Gates, Sources Sav

Special counsel Robert Mueller is focusing intensely on alleged interactions between
former top Trump campaign official Rick Gates and political operative Roger Stone, one of
President Donald Trump's closest confidants, according to sources with direct knowledge of
the matter. Stone, a longtime advisor to Trump, is apparently one of the top subjects of the
Mueller investigation into potential collusion between the Kremlin and the Trump
campaign, sources told CNBC on condition of anonymity. The questions have been largely
about what was discussed at meetings, including dinners, between Stone and Gates, before
and during the campaign, said the sources, who have knowledge of the substance of the
recent interviews.

Wall Street Journal: The Kentucky Derbv Favorite Is Seekine to Outrun a Ghost

Bob Baffert is a four-time Kentucky Derby-winning trainer with a stable full of champion
thoroughbreds, most recently sweeping the Triple Crown with American Pharoah in 2015.
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He often works with the sport’s best horses, so it wasn’t particularly noteworthy when a
young colt named Justify entered his barn late last year. Justify went on to win his debut
race in February and is undefeated in three starts, securing a berth in the Kentucky Derby
after an easy three-length win in the Santa Anita Derby on April 7. That was enough for
Churchill Downs oddsmaker Mike Battaglia to tap Justify as the 3-1 favorite, even though
the Run for the Roses will be Justify’s first race outside of the state of California.

TRUMP TWEETS

Bloomberg Environment

https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-energy/ena-talloring-supertund-
agreements-for-concerned-companies

EPA Tailoring Superfund Agreements for Concerned Companies

By Sylvia Carignan, 5/3/18

Third parties that want to take on Superfund site projects can expect more personalized
attention and customized agreements from the EPA, as the agency moves to redevelop
contaminated properties.

The Environmental Protection Agency is targeting companies’ contamination liability
concerns at the site level, pushing more tailored, site-specific agreements in addition to
using agency-wide guidance, Cyndy Mackey, director of the agency’s Office of Site
Remediation Enforcement, told Bloomberg Environment May 3.

Those changes are enticing more private investors to step in, clean up, and redevelop the
country’s most contaminated sites, the agency said.

Renewed Interest

Those third parties are often environmental remediation companies and redevelopers that
are willing to take on cleanup risks. The site-specific agreements address their concerns
regarding their responsibilities at contaminated sites and the potential for future liabilities.

“We have seen an uptick in interest with those agreements,” Mackey said.

Previously, third parties interested in Superfund sites had to rely on statutory protections to
determine whether they are liable for contamination. The site-specific approach, which
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comes from the agency’s Superfund task force, helps manage third parties’ cleanup
expectations and liability concerns, she said.

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s task force specifically focuses on making changes to the
Superfund program that don’t require legislation. In more than 40 recommendations, the
task force details administrative ways the agency can ensure accountability, accelerate
cleanup, and prepare sites for reuse.

Superfund sites are the most contaminated in the country, and include the Gowanus Canal
in New York, Portland Harbor in Oregon, and Tar Creek in Oklahoma. Properties with the
EPA’s Superfund designation are eligible to receive federal funds for cleanup, though the
agency aims to compel companies responsible for the sites, or third parties, to pay the
cleanup bills.

From HQ to Regions

The two types of site-specific agreements that the EPA seeks to promote are bona fide
prospective purchaser agreements and prospective purchaser agreements. The EPA’s
headquarters office is encouraging regional offices to use them more frequently. Both
require the approval of the Department of Justice.

The bona fide prospective purchaser provision in the 2002 brownfields act protects
landowners from liability for cleanup costs. The agreement is valid only if they meet certain
conditions. These include reviewing records and inspecting the site for the presence or
possibility of contamination, demonstrating that the purchaser is not affiliated with any
liable party, complying with land use restrictions, and cooperating with information
requests.

Prospective purchaser agreements center on the EPA’s promise not to sue a party that could
buy contaminated property. Certain conditions also must be met for these agreements.

The agency also 1s reviewing the content of those agreements to determine whether their
templates should be revised, the EPA noted in guidance signed April 17.

Third-Party Liability

But third parties looking to take on contaminated sites may have another reason to hesitate,
after an April 27 ruling from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

In California Department of Toxic Substances Control v. Westside Delivery, the court ruled
that a third party, Westside Delivery, was liable for the costs of cleanup the state performed
at Westside’s contaminated property in Los Angeles.

Westside acquired the property in a tax sale and didn’t interact directly with the original
owner, the Davis Chemical Co., which recycled spent solvents at the site. A 1992 EPA
assessment of the site found significant spillage, according to court documents.
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The defendant argued that 1t was protected from liability under Superfund law, but the court
disagreed.

“This decision reinforces the golden rule of acquiring industrial property—look before you
leap,” Peter Hsiao, partner at Morrison Foerster LLP in Los Angeles, told Bloomberg
Environment in an email. Hsiao’s practice includes Superfund litigation and other types of
environmental law.

On the other hand, the case may not affect many third parties that are interested in buying
contaminated sites, Bart Seitz, partner at Baker Botts LLP in Washington, told Bloomberg

Environment.

“On the narrow facts of this case, I don’t think it’s that common,” he said. Seitz represents
companies involved in Superfund litigation.

The EPA is reviewing the court’s decision and will determine whether any changes need to
be made to site-specific agreements or guidance, Mackey said.

Politico

https://subscriber.politicopro.com/energy/whiteboard/2018/05/epa-narrows-guidelines-for-
aggreeating-sources-for-air-permitiing-1157347

EPA Narrows Guidelines for Aggregating Sources for Air Permitting

By Alex Guillen, 5/3/18

EPA will alter its interpretation of when related facilities are considered a single source for
air permitting purposes in a way that could ease their permitting requirements.

Permitting rules say that plants located near each other should be aggregated for permitting
purposes if they are operated by the same entity, known as “common control.” In that case,
the facilities® emissions can be aggregated and be subject to more stringent permitting
requirements than if treated separately.

In an April 30 memo concerning a common control designation for a Pennsylvania landfill
and nearby biogas processing facility that are owned by different companies, EPA air chief
Bill Wehrum revised the agency's interpretation so that facilities meet the definition if one
entity has “the power or authority ... to dictate decisions of the other that could affect the
applicability of, or compliance with, relevant air pollution regulatory requirements.”
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A dependent relationship should not necessarily mean common control, he added. Facilities
can be "economically or operationally interconnected" without being able to direct the
other.

In the immediate case of the Pennsylvania landfill and processing plant, Wehrum concluded
that the two are not commonly controlled because the landfill could otherwise meet
methane emissions limits by burning off biogas and because the processing plant hopes to
secure other sources of biogas.

WHAT’S NEXT: Ultimately, EPA’s reasoning is only a recommendation. Pennsylvania

regulators have the final say on whether these particular facilities fall under “common
control.”

Washington Examiner

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/business/us-charges-ex-volkswagen-ceo-martin-
winterkorm-in-emissions-scandal

US Charges Ex-Volkswagen CEO Martin Winterkorn in Emissions Scandal

By James Langford, 5/3/18

A federal grand jury has charged former Volkswagen CEO Martin Winterkorn with wire
fraud in what prosecutors say was a long-running scheme to cheat diesel-emission standards
for U.S. vehicles.

Winterkorn, 70, and other senior executives of the German carmaker conspired for about
nine years to mislead investors and U.S. consumers about the ability of its "clean diesel”
vehicles to comply with the country's rules, according to an indictment unsealed Thursday
in U.S. District Court in Michigan. Winterkorn, who stepped down from the top job shortly
after the federal investigation began, also faces three counts of wire fraud in a scandal that
has weighed on the company's U.S. stock for more than two years.

“If you try to deceive the United States, then you will pay a heavy price,” Attorney General
Jeff Sessions, an appointee of President Trump, said in a statement. “The indictment
unsealed today alleges that Volkswagen’s scheme to cheat its legal requirements went all
the way to the top of the company. These are serious allegations, and we will prosecute this
case to the fullest extent of the law."

Environmental Protection AGency Administrator Scott Pruitt said the indictment sends “a

clear message that EPA and its law enforcement partners will seek to hold corporate
officers accountable for alleged criminal activities.”
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According to the indictment, Winterkorn and other Volkswagen executives implemented
software that made VW and Audi diesel vehicles appear to meet U.S. emissions standards
when they didn't, thus boosting the company's sales and, potentially, their own incomes.

The so-called defeat device, which tightened engine emission controls enough to meet
requirements when the software recognized a test was being performed, was developed after
VW executives realized the carmaker was unable to build a diesel engine that was both
compliant and had market appeal, prosecutors said.

Under normal driving conditions, which the software also recognized, the diesel engines'
emission-control systems were much less effective, allowing them to pump as much as 35
times more nitrogen oxides into the environment than U.S. regulators allowed, according to
the indictment. The pollutants contribute to both smog and acid rain.

The Justice Department and the EPA notified Volkswagen of the investigation in late
September 2015, and the company promised to cooperate. Winterkorn relinquished his roles
as CEO and chairman of the supervisory board five days later.

"I am doing this in the interests of the company, even though I am not aware of any wrong
doing on my part," he said at the time. "Volkswagen needs a fresh start — also in terms of
personnel. I am clearing the way for this fresh start with my resignation.”

The company's U.S. shares have climbed 8.2 percent since the investigation was disclosed,
trailing 32 percent growth on the broader S&P 500.

Volkswagen “continues to cooperate with investigations by the Department of Justice," said

Pietro Zollino, a company spokesman. "It would not be appropriate to comment on
individual cases.”

Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-guns-trump/months-after-parkland-shooting-trump-
to-embrace-nra-in-rally-like-speech-idUSKBN1I507R

Months After Parkland Shooting, Trump to Embrace NRA in Rally-Like Speech

By Jeft Mason, 5/4/18

President Donald Trump, who briefly pledged to “fight” the National Rifle Association after
a February mass shooting at a Florida high school, is expected to throw his full weight
behind the powerful gun rights group on Friday at an event in Dallas.
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In addressing the gun lobbying group’s annual convention, the Republican president will
emphasize his support for gun rights in political terms, likely claiming again that Democrats
want to take away Americans’ firecarms, a White House official said.

This will be Trump’s fourth speech to the powerful NRA and, with control of the U.S.
Congress up for grabs in November’s midterm elections and campaigns under way, it is
expected to include familiar warnings meant to excite the Republican voter base.

“These things typically are pretty ‘rah, rah Second Amendment’ types of addresses,” the
official said, adding that Trump likely will say that Democrats oppose the constitutional
amendment that protects gun ownership.

The massacre that killed 17 people at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
Florida, on Feb. 14 seemed to mark a turning point in America’s long-running gun debate,
sparking a youth-led movement for tighter gun controls.

Days after the shooting, Trump promised action on gun regulation and at a gathering of
state officials, said this of the NRA: “We have to fight them every once in a while.”

Since then, no major new federal gun controls have been imposed, although the
administration is pursuing a proposed regulatory ban on bump stocks of the sort used in an
October 2017 mass shooting in Las Vegas that killed 59 people.

A bump stock allows a semi-automatic rifle to fire like an automatic one. Semi-automatic
assault rifles are sold widely in the United States, which has the world’s highest per capita
gun ownership rates. The NRA has fiercely defended America’s gun ownership rights for
many years, citing the Second Amendment.

RHETORICAL SHIFT

Since Parkland, Trump has largely moved his rhetoric back in line with the NRA, which
endorsed him in his 2016 presidential election campaign and gave him its financial backing.

The group’s convention in Texas will attract a strongly pro-Trump crowd, officials said,
giving the president room to take some swipes at his opponents, review his record in office
and complain about Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation of possible collusion
between Trump’s 2016 campaign and Russia.

The event was likely to be “reminiscent of rallies past,” a second White House official said.
A Reuters/Ipsos poll found in March 2018 that 54 percent of adults wanted “strong
regulations or restrictions” for firearms. That was up from 39 percent in a similar poll from

April 2012.

Among Republicans in the poll, 40 percent wanted strong regulations or restrictions in
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March 2018, up from 22 percent in April 2012.

Trump met with NRA officials privately at the White House twice in February as he mulled
policy responses to the shooting. He eventually endorsed an NRA proposal to arm teachers,
a step the group said would help prevent mass school shootings. Gun control activists
generally oppose that idea.

Trump initially expressed enthusiasm for measures to close loopholes for gun buyers
seeking to avoid the background check system, raise the age limit for buying rifles, and find
ways to seize guns temporarily from people reported to be dangerous.

He has since endorsed more modest proposals, such as legislation aimed at providing more
data for the background check system. He did not endorse closing a loophole in existing law
that would require background checks for guns bought at guns shows or sales arranged over
the internet.

CNBC

https://www.cnbe.com/2018/05/03/mueller-focuses-on-links-between-roger-stone-trump-
campaign-aide-gates.html

Special Counsel Robert Mueller Focusing Sharply on Links Between Trump
Confidant Roger Stone and Former Campaign Official Rick Gates, Sources Say

By Brian Schwartz, 5/3/18

Special counsel Robert Mueller is focusing intensely on alleged interactions between
former top Trump campaign official Rick Gates and political operative Roger Stone, one of
President Donald Trump's closest confidants, according to sources with direct knowledge of
the matter.

Stone, a longtime advisor to Trump, is apparently one of the top subjects of the Mueller
investigation into potential collusion between the Kremlin and the Trump campaign,
sources told CNBC on condition of anonymity.

The questions have been largely about what was discussed at meetings, including dinners,
between Stone and Gates, before and during the campaign, said the sources, who have
knowledge of the substance of the recent interviews.

In February, Gates pleaded guilty to two counts stemming from the Russia investigation,
and he 1s cooperating with Mueller's probe.
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The new developments indicate that Mueller's team is interested in Stone beyond his
interactions with Wikileaks founder Julian Assange during the campaign.

An attorney for Stone, Robert Buschel, did not deny discussions took place between his
client and Gates, but sought to downplay their importance.

"Roger Stone did not have any substantive or meaningful interaction with Rick Gates
during or leading up to the 2016 campaign," Buschel told CNBC in a statement.

An attorney for Gates declined to comment. The special counsel's office declined to
comment.

The link between Gates and Stone goes back to their work at what had been one of the most
powerful lobbying firms in Washington, which was founded by Stone along with former
Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort. The special counsel's probe has yielded two
indictments against Manafort, who is accused of several crimes, including bank fraud and
conspiracy against the United States.

Gates joined the firm as an intern more three decades ago, and it is unclear how much work
he did with Stone at the time.

The firm, called Black, Manafort, Stone and Kelly, was known for its work to help improve
the image of controversial politicians, including Ferdinand Marcos of the Philippines,
Mobutu Sese Seko of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Russian-aligned
former president of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych.

Gates joined the Trump campaign in the spring of 2016 and became Manafort's deputy. It
was there where he became close to many of Trump's confidants. He remained with the
campaign even after Manafort's ouster. Gates then worked on Trump's inaugural committee
and co-founded the pro-Trump nonprofit group America First Policies.

In March, Gates was pulled into the Mueller inquiry when the special counsel's office filed
a motion that claimed the former campaign aide had contact with a former agent of the
Russian intelligence service in 2016. This came after Gates pleaded guilty to lying and
conspiring against the United States, which could lead to possibly six years in prison. A
sentencing date has yet to be announced.

For Stone, this is another potential hurdle in an ongoing investigation that continues to
focus on him, among others.

Sam Nunberg, a former Trump campaign advisor, also said he was asked about Stone's
involvement with Wikileaks during his interview before Mueller's grand jury in March.

"Roger is certainly a subject," Nunberg said. "The fact that Roger hasn't been called in and

the special counsel continues to ask questions about Roger's possible activities during the
election shows that at the very least he's a subject.”
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Stone allegedly met with Assange, the Wikileaks founder, in August 2016. In an
email leaked to The Wall Street Journal, Stone said, "I dined with my new pal Julian
Assange last nite."

Stone has denied that he has met with the Wikileaks founder and said the email was in jest.
During the 2016 campaign, Wikileaks published emails allegedly stolen from the

Democratic National Committee's servers by a Russia-linked hacker known as "Guccifer
2.0."

Wall Street Journal

https://www.wsi.com/articles/the-kentucky-derby-favorite-is-seeking-to-outrun-a-ghost-
1525431686

The Kentucky Derby Favorite Is Seeking to Outrun A Ghost

By Jim Chairusmi, 5/4/18

Bob Baffert is a four-time Kentucky Derby-winning trainer with a stable full of champion
thoroughbreds, most recently sweeping the Triple Crown with American Pharoah in 2015.
He often works with the sport’s best horses, so it wasn’t particularly noteworthy when a
young colt named Justify entered his barn late last year.

“I just can’t remember offhand,” Baffert said last month about his earliest memories of
Saturday’s Kentucky Derby favorite.

But it didn’t take long for the 65-year-old Baffert to take notice, after he saw the chestnut
colt breeze in a workout at Santa Anita Park.

The dirt track at Santa Anita 1s deep and many horses can struggle over the surface, Baffert
said. But not Justify.

“The first time I worked him [there] I knew he was something really special,” Baffert said.
“He just went around there and just did it effortlessly. And that’s when I knew he was really
a cut above the rest.”

Justify went on to win his debut race in February and is undefeated in three starts, securing
a berth in the Kentucky Derby after an easy three-length win in the Santa Anita Derby on
April 7. That was enough for Churchill Downs oddsmaker Mike Battaglia to tap Justify as
the 3-1 favorite, even though the Run for the Roses will be Justify’s first race outside of the
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state of California.

But besides trying to beat 19 rivals to the finish line on Saturday, Justify and Baffert are
also running against history. A horse that didn’t race as a 2-year-old hasn’t won the
Kentucky Derby since a gelding named Apollo accomplished the feat in 1882. Since
statistics were first kept in 1937, 61 horses have entered the Derby without racing at the age
of 2. All have lost and only eight of the 61 even finished in the top-3.

The Kentucky Derby, a race in which only 3-year-old horses are eligible, is a stiff test for
still-maturing thoroughbreds, with a large field and a boisterous crowd of over 150,000
fans, contested at a distance (1 Y4 miles) farther than any horse in the field has ever run. As
a result, the popular consensus among horsemen has been to establish a racing foundation
for a horse at an early age before attempting to run in classic races such as the Derby,
Preakness and Belmont Stakes.

“The lack of experience is a very tough thing to overcome but in the case of Justify, if he
had started at 2, he might not be in the position he is in today as the favorite,” said Simon
Bray, a former trainer and current analyst for the racing network TVG. “Physically, he’s so
big. I don’t think he would have been as developed racing as a 2-year-old.

Hall of Fame jockey Jerry Bailey said the most impressive part about Justify is how quickly
he’s turned into a star, akin to a freshman in high school making the leap straight to the
NBA.

“Justify 1s particularly challenged because [in addition] to not racing at age 2, he didn’t
even race until Feb. 18.”

The so-called Curse of Apollo is something Baffert has heard a lot about, having come
within 1 1/2 lengths of breaking it in 2012, when his trainee Bodemeister, who also didn’t
race as a 2-year-old, was overtaken just steps from the wire by I’ll Have Another.

“The Apollo thing,” Baffert said. “Whether 1t happens this year or whatever, it will
happen.”

Baffert said a big reason the streak hasn’t been broken is that trainers used to start horses
much earlier in their racing careers, something he said isn’t fully the case now. “Trainers
take their time. They don’t run them as early 2-year-olds anymore,” he said. “So I think the
game has changed.”

Bailey said an “exceptional” talent can overcome a lack of race experience.
“In this day and age, an inexperienced horse that didn’t race at the age of 2, isn’t running
against horses that have run 10 times, 12 times, like they did 25 years ago. Most of the

horses in the field are relatively lightly raced, so the disparity isn’t as great,” said Bailey,
who is now an analyst for NBC Sports.
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Trainer Todd Pletcher conditions Magnum Moon, the other late-developing, undefeated colt
in this year’s Derby field who 1s also looking to outrun the ghost of Apollo on Saturday.

“It’s lasted long enough that I guess there has to be something to it. But I feel strongly that
at some point someone’s going to reverse the curse,” Pletcher said.

Looking at the full field for the Derby, Bailey sees Justify as the likeliest winner.

“Magnum Moon is a good horse but I think Justify is several lengths faster than him. And
probably several lengths faster than almost all of the field, except maybe Mendelssohn,”
said Bailey.

Coincidentally, the horse many consider to be the biggest threat to Justify in the Derby
actually comes from the same bloodline. Mendelssohn—who secured a berth with an 18 1/2
length victory in the UAE Derby--and Justify were both sired by Scat Daddy. But horses by
the same stallion, but birthed by a different dam (mother), are not considered related.
Mendelssohn, conditioned by Irish trainer Aidan O’Brien, has won four of seven career

starts.

Bray said he and Baffert were chatting one morning before the UAE Derby in Dubai when
Baffert pointed to Mendelssohn.

“Baffert said, ‘That horse is going to win the UAE Derby. The problem is, he’s only the
second-best Scat Daddy in the world right now. I have the best one.””

TRUMP TWEETS
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To: Hewitt, James[hewitt.james@epa.gov}

Cc: Wilcox, Jahan[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov}; Abboud, Michaellabboud.michaei@epa.govl; Daniell,
Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov}; Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.gov}; Ferguson,
Lincoln[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher[peach.christopher@epa.gov}

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wed 3/21/2018 1:05:10 PM

Subject: Re: FOR APPROVAL//EPA Morning News Highlights 03.21.18

Gtg

On Mar 21, 2018, at 8:53 AM, Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov> wrote:

EPA Morning News Highlichts 03.21.18

Tulsa World: EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt savs lack of clean up of Tar Creek
Superfund site is 'unacceptable’

Administrator Scott Pruitt of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said his new push
on the nation’s Superfund program finally can provide clarity and accountability to the Tar
Creek area, for decades one of the oldest, largest and most complex toxic sites in the nation.
“It 1s really unacceptable,” Pruitt said as he recalled the history of the Tar Creek area in far
northeastern Oklahoma, whose Superfund legacy dates back to 1983, as well as the amount
of money and time deployed there. “You don’t list a site in the mid-1980s and you don’t
take the kind of steps we have taken historically and still have issues today in 2018.”The
area in Ottawa County is contaminated by lead and other heavy metals from long-closed
mining operations and is undermined with caverns that are prone to cave-ins. The Picher
and Cardin communities were bought out by a federal program and are now ghost towns,
but the mine wastes remain.

Hot Air: EPA Ends The Use Of “Secret Science” In Craftine Reosulations

Just in case liberals didn’t already have enough reasons to pin EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt’s picture to their dart boards, he’s just rolled out another policy change which will
force the “party of science” to rely on actual science when pushing for regulatory changes.
Promising to eliminate “secret science” in EPA deliberations, Pruitt is ordering all scientific
studies used when considering new regulations to include publicly available data and
methodologies. This was announced in an exclusive interview with The Daily Caller News
Foundation.

Detroit News: EPA chief wants to eradicate lead from drinkine water
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The head of the Environmental Protection Agency says eradicating lead from drinking
water is one of his top priorities three years after the Flint water crisis, and he’s worried
Americans aren’t “sufficiently aware” of the threat. “I really believe that we ought to set a
goal as a country that, over the next 10 years, that we ought to work with respect to
ivestments in our infrastructure to eradicate lead in our drinking water,” EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt told reporters this week at the agency’s headquarters. “It can be
achieved. Some of the mental-acuity levels of our children are being impacted adversely as
a result of this.” Pruitt is concerned that parents and citizens don’t understand the threat of
lead in drinking water or toys, and “we’re looking at ways we can contribute to that
dialogue,” he said, according to an audio recording provided by the New York Post.

New York Post: EPA head calls for ‘coordinated’ response to NYC lead crisis

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt called for a “coordinated” response between New York
State and City officials to address the ongoing lead crisis. Asked whether federal
intervention is needed to protect New York children and tenants from lead poisoning, the
Environmental Protection Agency chief urged action on all fronts. “I think a local, state and
federal response that is very coordinated and collaborative is terribly important,” Pruitt said
in an interview. “We each play a role. I'd love to see steps taken at the local level to invest.”
Gov. Cuomo already announced an emergency declaration for New York Housing
Authority buildings and pledged an additional $250 million for upgrades. But heated public
squabbles over resources and responsibility with rival Mayor de Blasio have complicated
progress.

The Philadelphia Inguirer: Philly has a smog problem, Will Scott Pruitt's EPA sav so?

Whether Philadelphia is violating the federal Clean Air Act remains in bureaucratic limbo.
Despite deadlines, the EPA has refused to say whether Philadelphia and some other cities,
including Pittsburgh, have met a 2015 benchmark of 70 parts per billion or less of ground-
level ozone in the ambient atmosphere. Being out of compliance, or in “nonattainment,” has
a real-world impact on the state, city, businesses and industry, and even motorists through
increased regulation and funding. The EPA was supposed to state whether Philadelphia was
in compliance by last Oct. 1. Last week, a federal court ruled that the EPA, under its
administrator, Scott Pruitt, broke the law by missing the deadline, and gave the EPA until
April. On Monday, Pruitt’s office said it would meet the deadline.

National Morning News Highlights 03.21.18
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Politico: Conoress strugoles to clinch spending deal

Congressional leaders are racing to finalize a spending bill by the end of Tuesday but find
themselves still at odds over a host of controversial issues — delaying plans to unveil the
proposal and raising the prospect of weekend votes to avoid a shutdown. Democrats,
Republicans and the White House battled late into the night Monday and into Tuesday
afternoon over whether to include provisions on President Donald Trump’s border wall, a
massive New York infrastructure project and the special counsel‘s Russia investigation,
according to lawmakers and aides in both parties. There were still a number of unresolved
issues as of Tuesday evening, and multiple sources were pessimistic that negotiators would
reach a deal in time to release the bill before Wednesday.

Wall Street Journal: Trump to Ramp Up Trade Restraints on China

The White House is preparing to crack down on what it says are improper Chinese trade
practices by making it significantly more difficult for Chinese firms to acquire advanced
U.S. technology or invest in American companies, individuals involved in the planning
said. The administration plans to release on Thursday a package of proposed punitive
measures aimed at China that include tariffs on imports worth at least $30 billion. But the
tariffs won’t be imposed immediately. Rather, U.S. industry will be given an opportunity to
comment on which products should be subject to the duties. As part of the package, the
White House will announce possible investment restrictions by Chinese firms in the U.S.
and will direct the Treasury Department to outline rules governing investment from China.

TRUMP TWEETS

Tulsa World

http//www . tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/epa-administrator-scoti-pruiti-says-lack-of-
clean-up-of/article 4a3¢4982-569¢-5023-8141-392¢be629a65 html

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt says lack of clean up of Tar Creek Superfund site is
'unacceptable’

By: Jim Myers, 3/21/18
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Administrator Scott Pruitt of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said his new push
on the nation’s Superfund program finally can provide clarity and accountability to the Tar
Creek area, for decades one of the oldest, largest and most complex toxic sites in the nation.

“It 1s really unacceptable,” Pruitt said as he recalled the history of the Tar Creek area in far
northeastern Oklahoma, whose Superfund legacy dates back to 1983, as well as the amount
of money and time deployed there.

“You don’t list a site in the mid-1980s and you don’t take the kind of steps we have taken
historically and still have issues today in 2018.”

The area in Ottawa County is contaminated by lead and other heavy metals from long-
closed mining operations and is undermined with caverns that are prone to cave-ins. The
Picher and Cardin communities were bought out by a federal program and are now ghost
towns, but the mine wastes remain.

Pruitt blamed inconsistency, even within the EPA’s 10 regions, as well as a lack of attention
and focus, for slowing remediation outcomes.

“It is one of the things that seemed to be languishing as we arrived,” Pruitt said, making it
clear that the lack of urgency was something he found “palpable” at Superfund sites across
the country.

“When it takes you 27, 28 years to make a decision — make a decision, not clean it up, not
remediate, but make a decision on how you are going to remediate — that is unacceptable.”

His comments came during one of several reporter roundtables he has been holding at the
EPA’s headquarters to mark his first year as administrator, during which he also became a
leading voice in the Trump administration’s major push on regulation reform.
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Those efforts have prompted applause from his supporters and alarm from his critics.

Recently Pruitt is rarely out of the headlines, with stories ranging from travel expenses to
speculation over whether his political future might include bids for a U.S. Senate seat or
even the White House.

When given the chance to comment on yet another story this week about his political
options, he took a pass.

Pruitt also declined to comment when asked about a recent decision by an Oklahoma judge
to allow a lawsuit filed by Campaign for Accountability to continue. The lawsuit seeks to
force the release of a 2014 audit of the Lead-Impacted Communities Relocation Trust,
which was created in an effort to help move residents out of communities affected by the
Tar Creek contamination.

“That is during my time as attorney general,” he said. “I think it is better that I just keep it
focused on the EPA matters.”

Pruitt, who was Oklahoma’s attorney general before being tapped by President Donald
Trump to lead the EPA, had declined to file charges based on the audit by state Auditor
Gary Jones and also had taken steps to bar its release to the public.

According to reporting by The Oklahoman, legal action in the case continues and eventually
could include an appeal to the Oklahoma Supreme Court.

Pruitt’s emphasis on Tar Creek and the other Superfund sites across the country grew out of
a task force he created in 2017, just months after being sworn in as administrator.

Members of the Superfund Task Force came back with a list of specific recommendations
under major goals ranging from expediting cleanup and remediation to promoting
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redevelopment and community revitalization.

As part of that process, Tar Creek landed on a list Pruitt says he will use to keep the
emphasis on the program.

Hot Air

https://hotair.com/archives/2018/03/20/epa-ends-use-secret-science-crafting-reculations/

EPA Ends The Use Of “Secret Science” In Crafting Regulations

By: Jazz Shaw 3/20/18

Just in case liberals didn’t already have enough reasons to pin EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt’s picture to their dart boards, he’s just rolled out another policy change which will
force the “party of science” to rely on actual science when pushing for regulatory changes.
Promising to eliminate “secret science” in EPA deliberations, Pruitt is ordering all scientific
studies used when considering new regulations to include publicly available data and
methodologies. This was announced in an exclusive interview with The Daily Caller News
Foundation.

“We need to make sure their data and methodology are published as part of the record,”
Pruitt said in an exclusive interview with The Daily Caller News Foundation. “Otherwise,
it’s not transparent. It’s not objectively measured, and that’s important.”

Pruitt will reverse long-standing EPA policy allowing regulators to rely on non-public
scientific data in crafting rules. Such studies have been used to justify tens of billions of
dollars worth of regulations.

EPA regulators would only be allowed to consider scientific studies that make their data
available for public scrutiny under Pruitt’s new policy. Also, EPA-funded studies would
need to make all their data public.
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“When we do contract that science out, sometimes the findings are published; we make that
part of our rule-making processes, but then we don’t publish the methodology and data that
went into those findings because the third party who did the study won’t give it to us,”
Pruitt added.

In other words, science is not being excluded from any EPA studies. The agency is simply
ensuring that groups conducting studies publish the data used to reach the conclusions they
forward to the EPA so it can be examined and potentially challenged if it’s found to be
faulty. Surely nobody who’s really interested in following the science could object to that,
right?

Wrong. Democrats were immediately arguing against such a move, saying that forcing
research organizations to publish their figures “would reveal confidential patient data.”
That’s a rather odd argument in a couple of different ways. First of all, there’s a lot of data
collected for various studies used by the EPA which have nothing to do with medical
records. Examples include all of the groundwater studies done when the Obama
administration was considering banning fracking.

But even in cases where medical information is required, the groups conducting the study
were able to obtain the patient data. As Steve Milloy, the publisher of JunkScience.com was
quoted as saying, California regularly makes such data available under the name, ‘Public
Use Death Files.” Other medical information can be compiled and have the patients’ names
and other identifying personal information scrubbed. This is already done on a regular basis.

In fact, barring some subject which might compromise national security — such as the
handling of tactical weapons materials —it’s difficult to imagine many true, scientific
studies which couldn’t publish their underlying data, making it available for peer review. So
if you’re still opposed to federal agencies wanting to see such data, the next logical question
to ask is precisely what it is that you’re hiding.

The Detroit News
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htips://'www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2018/03/20/epa-pruitt-lead-water-
flint/33125283/

EPA chief wants to eradicate lead from drinking water

By: Melissa Nann Burke, 3/20/18

The head of the Environmental Protection Agency says eradicating lead from drinking
water is one of his top priorities three years after the Flint water crisis, and he’s worried
Americans aren’t “sufficiently aware” of the threat.

“I really believe that we ought to set a goal as a country that, over the next 10 years, that we
ought to work with respect to investments in our infrastructure to eradicate lead in our
drinking water,” EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt told reporters this week at the agency’s
headquarters.

“It can be achieved. Some of the mental-acuity levels of our children are being impacted
adversely as a result of this.”

Pruitt is concerned that parents and citizens don’t understand the threat of lead in drinking
water or toys, and “we’re looking at ways we can contribute to that dialogue,” he said,
according to an audio recording provided by the New York Post.

“I do think that what happened in Flint is something that could happen elsewhere. We just
simply need to take steps to do all that we can to address it prospectively and proactively,”
Pruitt said.

Pruitt said President Donald Trump’s $1.5 trillion plan to bolster the nation’s infrastructure
over the next decade would include investments in aging water infrastructure.
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Pruitt didn’t describe a plan for replacing the thousands of lead service lines throughout the
country — a cost estimated around $40 billion to $45 billion — but stressed the need for state
and local governments to invest in such upgrades, perhaps with federal grant aid.

Pruitt added he would “love” to see local governments investing more in water
infrastructure.

“These water treatment facilities — they have authority to bond out, to raise fees, to invest in
corrosion control, the replacement of service lines and the rest,” Pruitt said. “And some of
them just aren’t doing it.”

Gov. Rick Snyder has proposed having water customers across Michigan pay a $5 annual
fee to help upgrade aging infrastructure and replace lead pipes in their local communities,
but the plan hasn’t gained steam in the Republican-controlled Legislature.

U.S. Rep. Dan Kildee, D-Flint Township, said what Pruitt has described isn’t really a plan.

“When it comes to Mr. Pruitt, nice words don’t replace pipes. It takes money. What they
have proposed is really nothing when it comes to infrastructure,” Kildee said of the Trump
administration.

Kildee said what would help is Pruitt putting his support behind Kildee’s legislation that
would reduce the acceptable amount of lead in drinking water to 5 parts per billion. The
current federal action limit is 15 parts per billion.

“Force federal and state governments to stare this in the face by adopting a level that is
science-based that says there is no acceptable level of lead,” he said.

EPA has spent a decade trying to update the rule.

ED_001863D_00002322-00009



Snyder called the rule “dumb and dangerous” after the Flint disaster. The state has proposed
draft rules to drop the acceptable amount of lead in drinking water to 10 parts per billion by
2024.

The New York Post

https://nvpost.com/2018/03/21/epa-head-calls-for-coordinated-response-to-nye-lead-crisis/

EPA head calls for ‘coordinated’ response to NYC lead crisis

By: Marisa Schultz, 3/21/18

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt called for a “coordinated” response between New York
State and City officials to address the ongoing lead crisis.

Asked whether federal intervention is needed to protect New York children and tenants
from lead poisoning, the Environmental Protection Agency chief urged action on all fronts.

“I think a local, state and federal response that is very coordinated and collaborative is
terribly important,” Pruitt said in an interview. “We each play a role. I’d love to see steps
taken at the local level to invest.”

Gov. Cuomo already announced an emergency declaration for New York Housing
Authority buildings and pledged an additional $250 million for upgrades. But heated public
squabbles over resources and responsibility with rival Mayor de Blasio have complicated
progress.

Pruitt declined to weigh in on the Cuomo/de Blasio feud but encouraged broad
infrastructure investment from all levels to prevent children from getting sick.
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“I think the governor’s call for that is important and it’s something we think is important as
well and we need to contribute to it along with the states, local cities and towns,” Pruitt
said.

While the problems in NYCHA are centered on lead paint, Pruitt has primarily tackled the
issue of eliminating lead poisoning from water. He raised concerns over high lead levels
found at certain New York City school water fountains.

“I do think that what happened in Flint is something that could happen elsewhere,” Pruitt
said. “We just simply need to take steps to do all that we can to address it prospectively and
proactively.”

Pruitt estimated it would take $40 billion — $45 billion to replace lead service lines
nationwide and suggested President Trump’s $1.5 trillion infrastructure plan can assist
states and cities with the costs.

“I really believe that we ought to set a goal as a country that, over the next 10 years, that we
ought to work with respect to investments in our infrastructure to eradicate lead in our
drinking water,” Pruitt said.

He added: “It can be achieved. Some of the mental-acuity levels of our children are being
impacted adversely as a result of this.”

The Philadelphia Inquirer

hitp://www . phillyv. com/phillyv/health/pruitt-epa-smog-philadelphia-ozone-20180320 html

Philly has a smog problem. Will Scott Pruitt's EPA say so?

By: Frank Kummer, 3/20/18
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Mollie Michel of South Philadelphia keeps her children inside some days because of air
pollution, so she’s particularly irked by a long delay by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to say officially whether Philadelphia has a smog problem. That designation could
mean more regulation to help clean up the dirty air, she said.

“You have a city with a childhood asthma rate twice as high as the national average,”
Michel said to bolster her argument. A member of Moms Clean Air Force, she gathered
Tuesday with a few dozen other activists and local officials at City Hall to mark the first
day of spring by protesting Trump administration policies.

Whether Philadelphia is violating the federal Clean Air Act remains in bureaucratic limbo.
Despite deadlines, the EPA has refused to say whether Philadelphia and some other cities,
including Pittsburgh, have met a 2015 benchmark of 70 parts per billion or less of ground-
level ozone in the ambient atmosphere. Being out of compliance, or in “nonattainment,” has
a real-world impact on the state, city, businesses and industry, and even motorists through
increased regulation and funding.

The EPA was supposed to state whether Philadelphia was in compliance by last Oct. 1.
Last week, a federal court ruled that the EPA, under its administrator, Scott Pruitt, broke the
law by missing the deadline, and gave the EPA until April.

On Monday, Pruitt’s office said it would meet the deadline.

Pruitt said during a meeting with reporters at EPA headquarters in Washington that the
scope of monitoring required to answer the smog question had caused the delay.

“The agency has been running behind for a number of years,” said Pruitt, who took office a
year ago.
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Pruitt, who said he didn’t have data specific to Philadelphia in front of him, also took issue
with how the monitoring program has been carried out in the past, saving money by
“modeling” — using data from one area and applying it to another.

“Real data is terribly important,” Pruitt said. “When we go forward, we need to focus more
on monitoring as opposed to modeling ... You shouldn’t get data from one monitor and
extrapolate it over a whole area because you’re not dealing with real data at that point.”

He said his office 1s “exploring ways” to pay for monitoring.

If Philadelphia is declared to have a smog problem, the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection would be responsible for crafting a plan to reduce ground-level
ozone. Ozone is formed when volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides — created
by burning fossil fuels, and power plants and other industries — combine in sunlight.
Long, hot, humid days act as smog factories, so smog is expected to increase as the climate
warms up.

James Garrow, a spokesman for the city’s Department of Public Health, said, “Philadelphia
1s indeed out of compliance” as of March 1. He said the trend for ground-level ozone has
been going down for years and Philadelphia expects to meet requirements within a few
years.

At the protest, Flora Cardoni, an organizer with PennEnvironment, joined Democratic State
Reps. James R. Roebuck Jr. and Brian K. Sims, as well as members of Deep Green Philly
and the Clean Air Council, in speaking out. Cardoni said it’s already been too long a wait
for action.

“Philadelphians want to walk along the Schuylkill, play in Fairmount Park, and wander the
historic city without worrying about choking on smog and soot,” she said.

Politico
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https://'www.politico.com/story/2018/03/20/omnibus-vote-house-thursdayv-
473010 0=ap_cl

Congress struggles to clinch spending deal

By: Burgess Everett, Rachel Bade, Sarah Ferris and Heather Caygle, 3/20/18

Congressional leaders are racing to finalize a spending bill by the end of Tuesday but find
themselves still at odds over a host of controversial issues — delaying plans to unveil the
proposal and raising the prospect of weekend votes to avoid a shutdown.

Democrats, Republicans and the White House battled late into the night Monday and into
Tuesday afternoon over whether to include provisions on President Donald Trump’s border
wall, a massive New York infrastructure project and the special counsel‘s Russia
mvestigation, according to lawmakers and aides in both parties.

There were still a number of unresolved issues as of Tuesday evening, and multiple sources
were pessimistic that negotiators would reach a deal in time to release the bill before
Wednesday.

Asked how confident he was that the Senate would avoid weekend work, Sen. John Thune
(R-S.D.) replied: “I'm not real confident at this point.”

Dragging the talks into Wednesday would increase the chance that lawmakers pass a short-
term spending bill to prevent a temporary shutdown when funding lapses Friday evening.

Several issues remain open after administration officials participated in a lengthy meeting
Tuesday afternoon with top leadership and appropriations staffers that did little to break the
logjam.
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“Everything that remains is going to be pulling teeth to resolve,” said a senior congressional
aide with knowledge of the meeting, which included representatives from the White House
and the Office of Management and Budget.

The New York-area Gateway project is a primary issue for the White House, according to
the aide, but several other provisions are also still up in the air.

Trump is likely to support the bill if the Gateway project is excluded, the military receives a
major budget boost and there is a significant infusion of border security funding, White
House legislative affairs director Marc Short said at the Capitol Tuesday.

House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) told his conference that he is planning to pass the
massive, $1.3 trillion omnibus on Thursday, according to House Republicans.

"I'm hoping today," Ryan told reporters when asked Tuesday morning when leaders would
wrap up negotiations. He said lawmakers were not yet considering a short-term funding
patch to buy more negotiating time. "There are some unresolved issues. We're working
through them as we speak."

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said he would keep the Senate in until
the bill 1s passed.

"We anticipate the House filing later today, which will give the Senate plenty of time to
take a look at it and see what’s in it," McConnell said on Tuesday afternoon.

Still, on the House's current schedule, the Senate would have just a day to pass the bill
before government funding runs out on Friday evening — allowing for any one senator to
shut the government down briefly. Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) caused such a shutdown last
month in protest over a budget deal.
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Paul would not rule out doing everything he can to stop the spending bill if he views it as
poorly as he did a budget bill in February.

“I will oppose the bill. I have to make a decision about whether or I will accept a time
agreement,” Paul told reporters on Tuesday.

Senate leaders are already entertaining a short-term spending bill in preparation for any
antics by Paul.

"We're going to be here into the weekend, perhaps. But I think there could be some
measures taken to keep the lights on. But we'll get it done," said Senate Majority Whip John
Cornyn (R-Texas). "Anything can happen around here."”

Congressional leaders had hoped to file the bill, which would fund the government through
the end of September, on Monday night with a House vote on Wednesday. But Congress is
bogged down over policy provisions that various congressional factions are trying to attach
to the must-pass bill. Many lawmakers view the legislation as their last chance to get their
priorities signed into law before the midterm elections.

“Negotiations continue between the four leaders. A few sticking points remain, but we are
very close," said Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.). "I think it will be a fair
compromise.”

Lawmakers and aides estimated there were as many as 20 provisions still being debated.
One of the most controversial is $900 million in funding for the Gateway tunnel project in
New York, a key priority of Schumer and New York-area Republicans and Democrats.

Gateway supporters are trying to include language that would allow the project to apply for
competitive grant money and prevent the Trump administration from squashing the project.
Trump has told Republicans he will veto a bill that funds the project specifically. Schumer
and GOP leaders were still battling over the provision as of Tuesday afternoon, and the
New Yorker said the tunnel is of national significance despite Trump's complaints.
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The White House remains unmoved, however.

“The secretary of transportation has explained if you put that much money in one project
it’s going to crimp projects across the country she needs to fund. Its also a project that a
majority of House Republicans... voted against," Short said. “The president has made his
wishes well known so I think we’re going to be fine."

Another sticking point: immigration. Talks to protect young immigrants facing deportation
fell apart over the weekend, but congressional Democrats spent Monday and Tuesday
pushing to freeze hiring of immigration enforcement officials in return for providing Trump
more than $1 billion in funding on his border wall.

Democrats and Republicans are likely to agree on about $1.6 billion in border funding that
would help finance some fencing and security and avoid directly funding the large concrete
wall that Trump wants, according to a Democratic aide.

Republicans are seeking to fix an error in the new tax law that lowers tax bills for farmers
that sell grain to cooperatives at the expense of other companies. Though Senate Democrats
and some Senate Republicans are willing to rewrite the provision in exchange for a boost in
Low-Income Housing Tax Credits in the spending bill, Ryan has resisted, according to
people in both parties. Ryan allies say that just because he rejected an offer from Schumer
to fix

the so-called “grain glitch,” it doesn't mean the issue is dead altogether.

Congressional Democrats also pushed provisions to protect special counsel Robert Mueller
but have been rebuffed by GOP leaders. An attempt to shore up Obamacare's insurance
markets 1s also stalled in a battle over abortion.

Lawmakers believe neither of those provisions will be in the omnibus.
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A Tuesday morning school shooting in Maryland, however, may have thrown another wild
card into the mix: GOP leaders are pressing to include popular legislation that would
improve the National Instant Criminal Background Check System for firearms purchases.

“We remain hopeful that Fix NICS is in the omni," Short said of the proposal to improve
the FBI’s background check system.

But Democrats want a broader gun debate and note that the provision is a modest way to
simply bolster existing gun laws. Meanwhile, conservatives believe it would make it more
difficult for some veterans to buy a gun, which could keep that provision out as well.

"There are still some key questions. There's a NICS question, there's an Internet sales tax
question, there‘s [an Obamacare] question. There's a Gateway project financing question,"
said Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), a conservative leader. "It looks like a lot of those things
aren't gonna be 1n it, which 1s a good step, but it still spends way too much money."

The Wall Street Journal

hitps://www.wsi.com/articles/trump-to-ramp-up-trade-restraints-on-china- 1521593091

Trump to Ramp Up Trade Restraints on China

By: Bob Davis, 3/20/18

The White House is preparing to crack down on what it says are improper Chinese trade
practices by making it significantly more difficult for Chinese firms to acquire advanced
U.S. technology or invest in American companies, individuals involved in the planning
said.

The administration plans to release on Thursday a package of proposed punitive measures
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aimed at China that include tariffs on imports worth at least $30 billion.

But the tariffs won’t be imposed immediately. Rather, U.S. industry will be given an
opportunity to comment on which products should be subject to the duties. As part of the
package, the White House will announce possible investment restrictions by Chinese firms
in the U.S. and will direct the Treasury Department to outline rules governing investment
from China.

Final details of the plan, including the amount of imports to be hit by tariffs, remain in flux,
those involved with the discussions said. While the rough amount and rationale for the
tariffs are expected to be disclosed on Thursday, the final decisions will come once U.S.
industry has had its say, they said.

A White House spokeswoman declined to comment.

The effort stems from a monthslong investigation by the administration into Chinese
intellectual property practices that found the damage to U.S. companies from forced
technology transfer is $30 billion annually.

The administration has warned Beijing that it risked tariffs if it didn’t significantly
liberalize its market and eliminate practices that disadvantage foreign firms.

While the administration’s plans to put tariffs on China have received most of the attention,
it is considering other significant penalties, especially those aimed at state-owned Chinese
firms. It plans to argue that Chinese state-owned firms buy U.S. technology not for
commercial purposes, but to apply for military use and otherwise gain an edge in the race
for global technological dominance.

The administration believes that Beijing, in requiring U.S. companies to form joint ventures
to do business in China, then pressures them to transfer important technology to their
Chinese partners. The U.S. also contends Beijing improperly subsidizes Chinese companies
looking to overtake U.S. rivals in such advanced technologies as semiconductors, artificial

ED_001863D_00002322-00019



intelligence and robotics.

Chinese officials have said that they are improving their protection of intellectual property
and liberalizing their economy. They also complain that the U.S. hasn’t given them a
specific list of demands that they need to meet to head off tariffs.

The country’s responses to challenges from President Donald Trump loomed large as
China’s leaders closed out an annual political gathering on Tuesday.

Premier Li Keqiang, the titular No. 2 leader, struck a conciliatory tone on trade with the
U.S. At a news briefing in Beijing’s Great Hall of the People, Mr. Li said “there are no
winners” in a trade war between the world’s two largest economies, and appealed for calm.

People involved in the planning say the Trump administration is looking at making
reciprocity the core of U.S. investment relations with China, meaning that the U.S. would
impose restrictions on Chinese investment similar to those that U.S. firms face in China.
That could mean that the U.S. would insist that Chinese firms form joint ventures before
doing business in the U.S., unless China dropped those restrictions.

The U.S. has already made it more difficult for Chinese companies to invest in the U.S. by
blocking Chinese bids to purchase U.S. semiconductor firms. That is done by an
interagency review of foreign acquisitions by the Committee on Foreign Investment in the
U.S. Congress is looking to broaden CFIUS reviews of acquisitions so they include joint
ventures too.

The expansion would include reviews of technology transfers to foreigners and could apply
to joint ventures both outside and within the U.S. But CFIUS looks solely at national
security concerns. The administration wants to address economic harm as well, according to
these people.

Any imposition of tarifts, without going first to the World Trade Organization, is sure to
prompt a chorus of criticism not just from Beijing but from U.S. industry, which has
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opposed tariffs as counterproductive. The WTO adjudicates trade cases and has the power
to authorize tariffs in cases where a losing party doesn’t change its practices. The
administration is also considering bringing a case against Chinese trade practices that are
covered by the WTO.

Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden, the senior Democrat on the Senate Finance Committee, said he
opposes the broad imposition of tariffs. “American producers who haven’t gotten a fair
shake in the past aren’t going to get that back by just have tariffs slapped on imports
indiscriminately,” he said.

Tariffs are bound to cause China to retaliate, said Clement Leung, Hong Kong’s
representative in the U.S. Chinese officials “cannot show any weakness” at a time when the
country’s leader, Xi Jinping, has just been confirmed for his second term, Mr. Leung said.
Hong Kong, a trading center that operates somewhat independently from the rest of China,
would be hurt by limits on trade.

Whatever the political blowback, Harvard law professor Mark Wu, a trade expert, says that
the White House has authority to impose tariffs under section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974.

“In situations where the U.S. Trade Representative deems unfair trade practices to fall
outside the scope of a WTO-covered agreement, then the statute permits the executive
branch to take action directly without first seeking recourse through WTO dispute
settlement” procedures, he said.

Frustration with Chinese trade practices has been building among both the governments and
private sectors of the U.S., Japan and Europe. One reason the U.S. is considering a separate
WTO case is to try to recruit allies to pressure China. But any move to impose tariffs could
allow Beijing to portray itself as a victim. Coalition-building has become more complicated
in the wake of a separate U.S. action to levy tariffs on steel and aluminum imports from
allied nations.

For instance, finance ministers and central bankers from the Group of 20 countries, meeting
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in Buenos Aires on Tuesday, failed to reach any new agreement on shared principles when
it comes to trade policies, as the split between the U.S. and other major economies
deepened over the U.S.’s tariff policies.

The administration is considering recommendations from two other reports that would
impose draconian investment restrictions on China. The U.S.-China Economic and Security
Review Commission, a Congressional panel that takes a hard line on China, last year urged
the administration to prohibit “the acquisition of U.S. assets by Chinese state-owned or state-
controlled entities, including sovereign wealth funds.”

A report for the Pentagon by its Defense Innovation Unit Experimental, which examines
technology issues, has recommended that the Pentagon pursue a policy of “deterring
Chinese technology transfer” by broadening CFIUS’s mandate and strengthening export
controls on technology to China.

China Investment Corp, Chinese sovereign-wealth fund which could get hit by sanctions, is
putting together a fund targeting as much as $5 billion with Goldman Sachs Group Inc.,
aimed at investing in U.S. manufacturing and other sectors. CIC hopes the fund would pass
muster with U.S. regulators, say those people familiar with the plans.

It is unclear how far the administration will go in pursuing these ideas. Blocking the
acquisition of all purchases by Chinese state firms, for instance, would mean that Chinese
state-owned airlines couldn’t buy Boeing jets. Toughening export controls on, say,
semiconductor production machinery could cede the market to Japanese vendors.

The administration’s actions on China come on the heels of plans to levy tariffs on steel and
aluminum imports. Japan, Korea and the European Union are scrambling to get exemptions
from those levies, which are set to go into effect on Friday.

TRUMP TWEETS
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To: Jahan Wilcox (wilcox.jahan@epa.gov)jwilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Lincoln Ferguson
(ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov)iferguson lincoln@epa.gov]; Jackson, Ryan[jackson.ryan@epa.gov}
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thur 4/5/2018 7:39:02 PM

Subject: FW: CFA FOIA lawsuit

From: Russ Choma [mailto:rchoma@motherjones.com|
Sent: Thursday, April 5, 2018 3:37 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: CFA FOIA lawsuit

Hi Liz,

I just saw a copy of a lawsuit filed today by Campaign For Accountability claiming that the EPA has not
been responsive to its FOIA requests regarding the Tar Creek scandal — do you have a response?

More specifically, the FOIA request they’re suing over seems to be probing to find out whether anyone in
Administrator Pruitt’s office has been in contact with anyone in Oklahoma state government about the
way the state should handle requests to unseal an audit of the Tar Creek buyout program that was
commissioned when Pruitt was Oklahoma AG — has there been any contact between EPA officials and
Oklahoma officials on the issue?

The FOIA requests also seem to be trying to determine if any EPA officials were involved with the
leaking or distribution of a 2013 EPA 1G report on the buyout program — was there any involvement by
EPA officials in that report’s recent publication?

I’'m going to press ASAP, but am very happy to include anything you can pass on as an update. Can fwd a
copy of the lawsuit if you haven’t seen it.

Thanks,
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Russ Choma

Mother Jones

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
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To: Hassell, Emily[hassell.emily@epa.gov]
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wed 2/21/2018 8:41:47 PM

Subject: RE: News Clips - 21 February 2018

Thanks, Emily!

From: Hassell, Emily

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 2:32 PM

To: AO OPA OMR CLIPS <AO_OPA OMR _CLIPS@epa.gov>
Subject: News Clips - 21 February 2018

(Full stories, highlights, and details are listed further down in the email, and can be jumped to
by clicking on any of the links below.)

Administrator Pruitt’s Travel

Reuters - House Democrats ask EPA chief for details on premium travel

Politico - House Democrats press Pruitt for more info on travel

E&E Greenwire - House watchdog guestions Pruitt's first-class travel

CNN - Pruitt postponing visit to Israel after reports of expensive travel

General
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The Hill - White House: Trump has confidence in VA, EPA chiefs

Politico - Pruitt’s cleanup plan won’t win Superfund tax infusion

E&E Greenwire - Pruitt, Zinke and Perry to address CPAC

E&E Greenwire - Pruitt's office cancels "active shooter’ drill

The Hill - Obama EPA chiel: Trump regulation rollbacks won't hold up legall

E&E Climatewire - ' never imagined this would happen' — ex-EPA statfer

E&E News PM - Justices pass on challenges to EPA's Clean Water Act power

The Hill - Hundreds of mavors unite against Trump reversal of Obama-era chimate plan

E&E Greenwire - OMB ereenlights bid to scrap Obama oil and gas euidelines

E&E Greenwire - Judees hear arcuments over 2 EPA listing decisions

InsideEPA - EPA Names Chemical Company Lawver To Waste Office's Deputy Slot
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E&E News PM - 'Lean' training this spring — operations chief

E&E Greenwire - 1G to examine emergency-response gear

AP - Oil spill cleanup underway in suburban Oklahoma Cit

Reuters - Missouri residents sue over radioactive material storage sites

FE&E Energywire - IG report discounted Tar Creek Superfund fraud claims

HitH

Reuters

https://'www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-travel/house-democrats-ask-epa-chiet-for-details-on-
premium-travel-idUSKCNI1G421C

House Democrats ask EPA chief for details on premium travel

By Valerie Volcovici, 2/20/18, 1:01 PM

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Democrats on the House energy committee on Tuesday asked
Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt to explain travel records that recently came
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to light, which showed he has taken frequent first-class flights at taxpayer expense.

The Democrats wrote a letter asking Pruitt to provide a list of all dates where he traveled in first
or business class, an explanation on how he followed guidelines for obtaining waivers for
premium travel and the names of other staff who also traveled in premium class.

Complaints about travel arrangements by Pruitt and other Trump administration cabinet
members re-emerged last week. Last year, Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price
resigned after reports that he used private jets for routine travel.

The documents cited by the lawmakers showed that Pruitt’s official travel has included first class
flights for him and key staff, as well as the use of charter flights.

Pruitt did not immediately reply to a request for comment on the letter from members of the
House panel. He recently said in a television interview that he was instructed to travel first class
due to security threats and “uncomfortable” confrontations with other passengers.

The letter from the lawmakers asked Pruitt to explain why he believes security threats are
reduced 1n first class cabins.

On Feb. 18, the Washington Post reported that Pruitt canceled a planned weeklong trip to Israel.
A few days earlier, the newspaper had reported that he spent over $100,000 in taxpayer money
for premium travel, based on records obtained by the Environmental Integrity Project.

That watchdog group on Friday obtained new travel records, shared with media, showing Pruitt
and EPA employees spent upwards of $150,000 on premium commercial and chartered flights
from March to August 2017.

“Americans deserve an EPA Administrator more dedicated to first class protection of human
health and the environment than to luxury travel at taxpayer expense,” the letter said.
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The letter also questioned a claim by EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox, who told reporters Pruitt
received a “blanket waiver” by ethics officials to enable him to travel first class.

The committee Democratic leaders, Representatives Frank Pallone, Paul Tonko and Diana
DeGette, asked for answers by March 6.

Politico

https://'www.politicopro.com/agriculture/whiteboard/2018/02/house-democrats-press-pruitt-for-
more-info-on-travel-646305

House Democrats press Pruitt for more info on travel

By Eric Wolff, 2/20/18, 12:09 PM

Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce Committee are pressing EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt to clear up the "shifting explanations" around his reasons for flying first class.

Reps. Frank Pallone (N.J.), Diana DeGette (Colo.) and Paul Tonko (N.Y.), the top Democrats on
the full committee, the oversight subcommittee and the environment subcommittee, sent Pruitt a
letter today asking for details on the security justifications and who 1s involved in booking his
first-class plane tickets.

"The Agency has offered shifting explanations to date regarding whether or not you have
complied with federal regulations and Agency policies and procedures, raising significant
questions about the veracity of information provided by your office," the letter says.
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Pruitt has flown first class extensively in the past year and has received an unusual number of
security threats. Last week, the agency told POLITICO that it had a "blanket waiver" for Pruitt's
pricey travel, but backtracked after POLITICO cited EPA regulations barring such a waiver.

Pruitt has received more threats than his predecessors, EPA has said, and faced confrontations in
airports when he has traveled.

The same group of Democrats wrote last week to EPA Inspector General Arthur Elkins asking
him to expand his probe of Pruitt's travel.

E&E Greenwire

hitps://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/ 1060074395 /search?kevword=EPA

House watchdog questions Pruitt's first-class travel

By Kevin Bogardus, 2/21/18

The House's top watchdog is requesting justification for U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's
first-class travel.

House Oversight and Government Reform Chairman Trey Gowdy (R-S.C.) sent a letter
yesterday to the EPA chief asking for records that back up the agency's claims that Pruitt has
taken the pricier business- and first-class trips over security concerns as well as a full accounting
of every trip the administrator has taken during his first year at EPA.
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Gowdy asked for the documents "to assist the committee's oversight of whether federal
regulations regarding official travel were followed." The chairman also took issue with an EPA
spokesman's statement last week that Pruitt had a "blanket waiver" to fly first class due to
security threats, which was later amended to say the administrator seeks an individual waiver for
cach flight (E&E Daily, Feb. 15).

"Clearly, federal regulations prohibit a blanket waiver to fly first class except to accommodate
disabilities or special needs. Instead, a waiver for each flight is required in order to fly first or
business class when traveling on official government business," Gowdy said.

The Republican asked that Pruitt identify each flight he has taken for official business from Feb.
17,2017, to Feb. 16 of this year, including the cost of each flight and whether 1t was coach,
business or first class.

In addition, Gowdy asked for any waivers given to Pruitt for the more expensive flights and for
him to identify all other EPA employees and security guards who traveled with him and the cost
of their airfare.

The Oversight chairman asked that Pruitt respond to his request no later than March 6.

Asked about Gowdy's letter, an EPA spokeswoman told E&E News, "We will respond through
the proper channels."”

Pruitt's travel over the past year, including his use of first-class flights as well as charter and
military planes, has come under scrutiny from lawmakers and environmental groups. The EPA
inspector general has an ongoing audit of the administrator's trips, which it has expanded twice
to cover all of Pruitt's travel through the end of 2017.
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CNN

hitp//'www.cnn.com/2018/02/18/nolitics/epa-scott-pruiti-israel-travel/index_himl

Pruitt postponing visit to Israel after reports of expensive travel

By Eli Watkins, 2/18/18, 1:48 PM

Washington (CNN) - Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt has postponed a
planned visit to Israel following criticism for taking expensive flights on the taxpayer dollar, an
EPA spokesperson confirmed to CNN.

"We decided to postpone,”" EPA public affairs officer Liz Bowman said in an email. "The
administrator looks forward to going in the future.”

The Washington Post was first to report news of the postponement, and people in Israel briefed
on Pruitt's plans told the Post he would have arrived Sunday and stayed at a five-star hotel in
Jerusalem through Thursday.

The Post said an EPA official previously said Pruitt would visit Israel to tour the nation and
"gain an understanding of Israel's unique infrastructure and environmental challenges.”

Pruitt has faced criticism for taking expensive flights and staying at luxury hotels more often
than his predecessors, but has pushed back on accusations of improper or wasteful spending.

"We've reached the point where there's not much civility in the marketplace," Pruitt said. "And
it's created, you know, it's created some issues and the (security) detail, the level of protection 1s
determined by the level of threat."

He said he did not make the decision around his security and travel, and EPA documents have
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outlined details of some of his travel.

Scrutiny over Pruitt's travel has built for months, making him one of several Trump
administration Cabinet officials under fire for their travel practices. Tom Price resigned last year
as secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services after reports emerged about his
extensive use of government-funded private jets.

The Hill

http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/3747 1 5-white-house-trump-has-confidence-in-va-
epa-chiefs

White House: Trump has confidence in VA, EPA chiefs

By Jordan Fabian, 2/20/18, 3:53 PM

The White House indicated Tuesday that President Trump has confidence in his Veterans Affairs
secretary and Environmental Protection Agency director despite allegations of travel abuses.

“I have no reason to believe otherwise," White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders
told reporters when asked if Trump still has confidence in VA Secretary David Shulkin and EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt.

"As we have said many times before, if somebody doesn’t have the confidence of the president,
you will know.”
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An inspector general report found that Shulkin improperly used taxpayer dollars for a trip to
Europe last year and Pruitt has come under scrutiny for flying first-class while on official
business.

Politico

https://www.politicopro.com/enerey/article/2018/02/pruitts-cleanup-plan-wont-win-superfund-
tax-infusion-353771

Pruitt’s cleanup plan won’t win Superfund tax infusion

By Alex Guillen and Anthony Adragna, 2/20/18, 4:33 PM

Congress revived a tax on crude to help pay for oil spill cleanups, and President Donald Trump
has kept the door open for a 25-cent increase in the gas tax to fund infrastructure projects.

But there's little chance Congress will try to resurrect a long-dead Superfund tax on oil and
chemical companies to help pay for EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's push to shrink the backlog
of thousands of polluted properties around the country.

Pruitt has pledged to speed the cleanup of the nation's worst Superfund sites, but he has never
raised the idea of reviving the tax that was killed in 1995 after the "Gingrich revolution" the
previous year gave the GOP control of the House. And though some Democrats and green
groups continue to tout the tax, Republican lawmakers aren't worried that Pruitt's Superfund
cleanups will suffer.

“I don’t think we have enough time to say whether the direction [EPA is] going now is good or
bad or needs to change,” Rep. John Shimkus (R-Il1.), chairman of the Energy and Commerce
Environment Subcommittee, told POLITICO. “I think he’s making a good-faith effort to do it
with the resources he has.”

ED_001863D_00002329-00010



The Superfund tax killed in the 1990s had three main revenue streams that generated $1.5 billion
annually: 9.7 cents per barrel of crude oil produced or imported; a tax on certain chemicals and
metals that went as high as $4.87 per ton depending on the substance; and a 0.12 percent tax on
corporate profits exceeding $2 million.

By 2002, the Superfund had run dry, forcing Congress to tap into the government's general fund
for its annual budgets. Under the Obama administration, Congress approved an average of $1.17
billion each year for Superfund cleanups. The Trump White House's proposed 2019 budget
originally allocated just $762 million, although a last-second spending cap boost passed by
Congress brought the proposed Superfund levels back up to $1.09 billion, on par with the
previous couple of years.

Republicans are wary of imposing any new tax burdens, and many said they weren’t familiar
enough with the lapsed excise tax to evaluate it. And they said the revived oil spill tax, which
imposes a 9-cent-per-barrel tax on oil that goes into the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund, was not a
good comparison.

“The Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund is so specific in its purpose,” Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) told POLITICO. “I haven’t given thought
to [the Superfund tax] and why this would be the right approach.”

Others suggested the Superfund tax warranted further study.

“I don’t know how much of a [funding] deficit exists in the Superfund sites,” Sen. Dan Sullivan
(R-Alaska) told POLITICO. “I certainly would look into it.”

Democrats have argued the Superfund needs a dedicated funding stream outside of annual
appropriations to pay for cleaning up hundreds of contaminated sites, and restoring the lapsed tax
would show the administration’s commitment to addressing the problem.
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“I do think there would be an opportunity for Congress to empower the resources to deal more
effectively with brownfield sites and Superfund sites that have been identified,” Sen. Ben Cardin
(D-Md.) said.

If EPA can identify the culprit behind a site, known as a “potentially responsible party,” it can
force them to pay for cleanups, which happens at around 70 percent of sites.

The Trump administration has not proposed reviving the tax, and an EPA spokesman said that
Pruitt "will continue to work with the funding provided by Congress to expedite remedies at all
sites listed on the National Priorities List."

Pruitt has said that private money should be responsible for remediation, and he has downplayed
the need for federal money, telling "Fox & Friends" last year "it's not a matter of moneys, it's a
matter of leadership and attitude ad management.”

Earlier this month, EPA proposed requiring subsidiaries of Republic Services and Exelon to foot
part of the $236 million bill for a cleanup of radioactive waste at a St. Louis landfill. And last
fall, EPA approved a $115 million plan to remove most of the dioxins at the submerged San
Jacinto waste pits near Houston, though that decision is being opposed by the Waste
Management.

But nearly one-third of the time, Superfund sites are known as “orphans,” with no clear
responsible party. In those cases, the taxpayers are on the hook.

Some green groups say the responsibility for those 314 orphaned sites sites should fall on the
overall polluting industry — the way the Superfund tax was funded.

“The whole idea of Superfund is responsible parties pay. If there’s an orphaned site, shouldn’t
the industries likely to have caused the problem pay rather than the regular taxpayer?” said Scott
Slesinger, legislative director for the Natural Resources Defense Council.
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Former President Barack Obama campaigned on reinstating the Superfund tax, and his budget
proposals placed 10-year revenues at $23.5 billion, though it was never implemented. EPA even
took the unusual step in 2010 of sending a letter to Congress urging them to reinstate it.

Sen. Bob Menendez and Rep. Frank Pallone of New Jersey — which is home to more Superfund
sites than any other state — have repeatedly pushed legislation to revive the tax over the years to
no avail. At a January Energy and Commerce Committee hearing, Pallone lamented the inaction
on reinstituting the tax, saying "many endangered communities are being ignored, even as
Administrator Pruitt declares the Superfund to be his top priority.”

Industry groups oppose reviving the tax, and the American Petroleum Institute argues that the oil
industry paid an outsize share into the original Superfund compared with its share of Superfund
sites.

A 2008 Congressional Research Service report said that of the nearly $9.2 billion that went into
Superfund in the five years before the tax expired, more than 25 percent came from the
petroleum tax, while 12 percent came from the chemical tax. The corporate tax contributed 28
percent. The remaining 35 percent came from congressional appropriations, reimbursements
from polluters and interest generated by the trust fund.

Congress could consider tweaking the formula to include other industries, but the funding burden
should remain on the polluters, not the taxpayers, said Mathy Stanislaus, the former EPA
assistant administrator who oversaw the Superfund program under Obama.

“The bottom line question is whether Congress and this administration are going to make the
decision of whether the taxpayers pay for the mismanagement of worst actors in whatever sector,
or should it be the various sectors that are most associated with creating products that can be
associated to Superfund sites?” Stanislaus said. “Congress ... has chosen to have the taxpayers
pay versus those manufacturers.”

Stanislaus also noted that the Trump administration in December reversed an Obama-era
proposal under the Superfund law that would have required companies that mine gold, copper,
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iron and other “hardrock” minerals to obtain financial assurance that they could clean up sites
once done.

E&E Greenwire

hitps://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/1060074289/search?kevword=EPA

Pruitt, Zinke and Perry to address CPAC

By Kevin Bogardus, 2/20/18

Cabinet members versed in energy and the environment will appear this week at the
Conservative Political Action Conference in National Harbor, Md.

Energy Secretary Rick Perry, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and U.S. EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt are listed on the annual politically right-leaning event's agenda for this week.

Pruitt is scheduled to speak at the Ronald Reagan Dinner on Friday night. He is slated to appear
alongside Fox News host Judge Jeanine Pirro at the ticketed event.

Friday morning, Perry and Zinke are expected to appear together. The two Cabinet secretaries
will be interviewed by former Rep. Bob Beauprez (R-Colo.).

All three have appeared at CPAC in the past, including during their earlier posts as elected
officials.
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One of Pruitt's first public events as EPA chief was his appearance at CPAC last year, where he
promised an "aggressive" rollback of agency regulations (Climatewire, Feb. 27, 2017).

E&E Greenwire

hitps://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/ 10600744 19/search?keyword=EPA

Pruitt's office cancels 'active shooter' drill

By Kevin Bogardus, 2/21/18

U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's office has canceled an "active shooter" drill that had been
scheduled at agency headquarters this afternoon.

Internal emails obtained by E&E News show EPA had planned and then backed off from holding
the drill at the direction of Pruitt's office. EPA is now looking to reschedule the exercise.

"Hello, please be advised that the William Jefferson Clinton North Active Shooter Response
Drill (ASRD) scheduled for tomorrow has been canceled at the direction of the Administrator's
Office," said the email sent to employees yesterday.

"We appreciate the support from HQ staff and EPA law enforcement in planning for this drill.
We are evaluating alternate dates and locations for scheduling another occupant-focused ASRD
for EPA Headquarters in the near future.”

EPA press officials didn't respond to questions about why the administrator's office canceled
today's active shooter drill.
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The drill was to be conducted at 3 p.m. on the fifth floor of the William Jefferson Clinton North
Building, according to another email sent yesterday morning before it was canceled.

The drill's beginning and end would have been announced over EPA's public address system,
and participants would have practiced their "run, hide, fight" training from the Department of
Homeland Security in responding to a gunman on the loose. Law enforcement was also expected
to be present for the drill.

"Loud noises associated with the drill, including simulated gunfire and shouting may be heard as
part of the drill. Please avoid the area if you are not a participant,” the email said.

EPA's cancellation of its active shooter drill comes as the country wrestles with the tragic
aftermath of another mass shooting. Last week, 17 people, including students, were killed in a
shooting at a Parkland, Fla., high school.

EPA also had its own recent scare with an active shooter, although reports of gunshots at the
agency's headquarters turned out to be false.

This past August, several employees at EPA headquarters sheltered in place and police rushed to
the scene when one worker called 911 after hearing what were thought to be gunshots, later
suspected to be the sound of a door slamming shut. Agency officials vowed to learn from the
incident while acknowledging it was upsetting for some employees (E&E News PM, Aug. 22,
2017).

The Hill
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http://thehill com/policy/energv-environment/374633-former-epa-admin-regulation-rollbacks-
legally-not-going-to-hold-up

Obama EPA chief: Trump regulation rollbacks won't hold up legally

By Miranda Green, 2/20/18, 11:56 AM

Former EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy says that regulations struck down by the Trump
administration simply because they were issued under President Obama won't carry weight in
court.

McCarthy, who led the Environmental Protection Agency from 2013 to 2017, called the recent
political targeting of regulations at the agency a "real problem."”

"I think the important thing is none of them should be touched unless the administration has a
real reason to touch them, other than it was done under the Obama administration, and that is the
real problem that we see," McCarthy on Tuesday told BuzzFeed's morning livestream program,
"AM to DM."

The former administrator, who has been an outspoken opponent of changes made under current
EPA head Scott Pruitt, specifically mentioned the administration's desire to change the Clean
Water Rule, also known as the Waters of the United States rule.

"We see the Clean Water Rule being proposed to be repealed, all that rule really did was do what
the Supreme Court and what science told us to do to make sure we are protecting the rivers and
streams that are necessary to ensure safe drinking water and fishable and swimmable waters,"
McCarthy said.

"That is being challenged just because the president told them to do that in an executive order.
That’s legally not going to hold up."”

President Trump had made it a campaign trail promise to repeal the controversial 2015 Clean
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Water Rule. He signed an executive order in February 2017 formally asking Pruitt to consider
repealing the rule and replacing it with a more limited one.

Last June, the EPA made its first steps to repeal the Clean Water Rule, and last month Pruitt
formally suspended the Obama-era rule for two years while the administration works on a
replacement draft rule.

McCarthy also touched on another hot point in environmental regulations, the Clean Power Plan,

11

which she called one of the Obama administration's "premiere" steps.

Under Obama, the rule was met with many hurdles and has yet to be implemented. Prior to
Trump taking office, the rule was awaiting final word from a federal appeals court.

Repealing the plan was part of Trump's promise to eradicate Obama's environmental legacy.

In October, the EPA formally announced plans to scrap the Obama administration’s signature
climate change rule for power plants. Pruitt signed the plan saying the rule exceeds the agency’s
authority under the Clean Air Act.

"I don’t understand the reason why they’d want to delay decision in the DC Circuit over that,
that are charging the legality of the rule," McCarthy said of the EPA's delay tactic. "Let them
play out. Let us see whether we did it right. I think we did and I think they will hold up under
court even if this administration wants them to go away."

When asked about recent news that Administrator Pruitt flies all work-related trips in either
business or first class, frequently racking up thousands of dollars in tax-payer expenses,
McCarthy said she always flew coach.

"It was comfy for the people in my family, it's comfy for me and the people that I serve," she
said. "It’s perfectly appropriate and that’s how we travelled because our job was to make sure we
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were protecting public dollars as best we could and making sure that every public dollar we
could was being spent on the real mission of the agency, not the luxury of the administrator who
was leading 1t."

E&E Climatewire

hitps://www.eenews.net/climatewire/stories/1060074339/search?kevword=EPA

'I never imagined this would happen' — ex-EPA staffer

By Niina Heikkinen, 2/21/18

Former U.S. EPA staff members who worked on the Clean Power Plan are urging the Trump
administration to back off its plans to kill the rule.

In public comments submitted yesterday, a volunteer group of retired and former agency staff
called Save EPA said it should be up to a federal appeals court — not the Trump administration
— to decide whether the Obama administration's signature climate regulation should proceed as
originally written. The group includes ex-EPA staffers who helped craft that rule.

EPA is currently seeking comments on its proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan. The agency
1s also in the process of developing a plan for a rule replacement.

Save EPA billed the repeal process as "an enormous waste of time," given that the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has already been fully briefed and heard legal
arguments on the case in September 2016. The case has been on ice since, at the request of EPA,
to allow the agency the opportunity to review the rule.
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Save EPA's comments come as the agency prepares to host its second listening session today on
repealing the rule. Today's session is slated for Kansas City, Mo., and another is planned for next
Wednesday in San Francisco.

"We urge the EPA to halt this repeal action, to obtain a court decision in the CPP litigation and if
the rule is upheld based on the strong legal arguments presented in court, to implement the CPP
without further delay," the commenters wrote.

The Obama administration's rule faced fierce legal pushback for setting systemwide rather than
facility-level regulations on carbon emissions. The current EPA administrator, Scott Pruitt, was
among a cadre of state attorneys general to file lawsuits against implementation of the rule. The
agency under Pruitt's leadership is widely expected to rewrite the regulations to focus on
controlling emissions at the power plant level.

Today's listening session will focus on the prospect of repealing the rule and will mainly feature
speakers from environmental and public health groups such as the Natural Resources Defense
Council, the Sierra Club, GreenLatinos, Citizens' Climate Lobby, the American Lung
Association and Moms Clean Air Force. Save EPA is planning on sending a representative to the
fourth and final listening session in Gillette, Wyo., next month.

The Federal Register currently has over 17,000 public comments on the proposal, many of them
also critical of a repeal.

Save EPA members slammed EPA for not adequately taking into account the impacts of climate
change on the American public. They argue the Clean Power Plan as it was first written was an
"appropriate way" to limit carbon emissions, considering the interconnectedness of the country's
electricity system. They noted the agency's revised cost-benefit analysis significantly
underestimated the costs associated with a warming planet. According to the agency's 2015
analysis, the rule would yield between $31 billion and $54 billion in benefits, and $5.1 billion to
$8.4 billion 1n costs once the rule was fully implemented in 2030.

"They are taking away tools the EPA administrator would have to reduce emissions
substantially. The tack they are taking legally means it will be possible only to get a small
fraction of the emissions reductions from a new replacement rule than could be gotten from the
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CPP. That's not the kind of position I'd hope an EPA administrator would take," said Jim
Ketcham-Colwill, former EPA air policy analyst who helped to write the Clean Power Plan.

While Save EPA has focused on the negative impacts of allowing greater carbon emissions,
other critics of the Clean Power Plan repeal have focused on how the rule could have helped to
create renewable energy jobs if states chose to reduce their carbon emissions under the plan by
turning to other energy sources.

Ashok Gupta, the senior energy economist at NRDC, wrote in a recent blog post that Midwest
utilities are increasingly interested in cheap wind energy.

"In the Midwest, the trend is clear; the transition to clean energy is underway and will only
intensify in the future. Having a strong national strategy to cut carbon pollution that provides
states the flexibility to implement their own plans based on their resources is our best chance at
fighting climate change and creating a path towards cleaner, cheaper and more reliable energy,"
Gupta wrote.

Ketcham-Colwill noted EPA had given a wide range of groups, including state energy regulatory
agencies and governors' offices, ample opportunity to offer input on the climate rule.

"The agency got all kinds of plaudits that this was the most extensive stakeholder outreach
process that the agency has perhaps ever done," said Ketcham-Colwill.

Ellen Kurlansky, another former air policy analyst at EPA who helped develop the Obama-era
rule, said that in addition to public hearing and comments, a range of groups were involved in
developing the rule from the very early stages until it was being finalized.

"People often want to talk to us and tell us what they think. We really had an open door," she
said.
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Kurlansky warned that delaying carbon emission reductions from power plants could have
serious implications for rural and low-income Americans most impacted by climate change. For
example, changing weather patterns, temperatures and season length can affect which crops are
viable in specific parts of the country. Isolated communities could have a hard time getting aid in
the event of climate-driven severe weather.

Meanwhile, low-income communities are often least able to financially prepare for or recover
from environmental disasters. Many live in closer proximity to power plants and bear a higher
brunt of the public health impacts. Indigenous communities also suffer from the loss of
traditional cultural practices.

Kurlansky said she had not considered the prospect of a future administration seeking to undo
the rule while she was working on it.

"I never imagined this would happen, it's really sad to see," she said.

E&E News PM

hitps://www.eenews.net/eenewspny/stories/ 106007431 7/search?kevword=EPA

Justices pass on challenges to EPA's Clean Water Act power

By Amanda Reilly, 2/20/18

The Supreme Court won't revive a pair of lawsuits challenging U.S. EPA's authority under the
Clean Water Act. Justices today passed on taking up cases related to stormwater policies and
permits for water reclamation plants.
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As with a recent litigation over the Obama-era Clean Water Rule, the Supreme Court petitions
centered on the correct legal venue to bring lawsuits. In both instances, a lower court tossed out
the suit after finding it did not have jurisdiction.

At issue in the stormwater case were EPA policies guiding whether cities may dilute stormwater
before discharging it into rivers and streams, and the treatment of wastewater during heavy rains.

The 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 2013 found EPA illegally created rules in letters to Sen.
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), instead of going through the formal rulemaking process.

EPA, though, continued to apply the policies on a case-by-case basis everywhere but the 8th
Circuit, which runs down the center of the country from North Dakota to Arkansas.

The Center for Regulatory Reasonableness, which represents municipalities and industrial
entities, filed suit in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit to halt the
disputed policies nationwide.

The group specifically challenged a pair of 2014 letters to industry associations in which EPA
conveyed how it would respond to the 8th Circuit decision.

But a three-judge panel of the D.C. Circuit tossed out the case last year after finding the group
should have brought its challenge to federal district court — not the appeals court — under the
Clean Water Act (Greenwire, Feb. 28, 2017).

The Supreme Court issued a similar decision in the Clean Water Rule litigation, rebuffing the
federal government's arguments that litigation belonged in appeals courts.

The Clean Water Act routes challenges to effluent limitations, other limitations and permitting
decisions to appeals courts; other cases go to district courts (Greenwire, Jan. 22).
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In its petition to the Supreme Court, the Center for Regulatory Reasonableness argued the D.C.
Circuit's decision has "powerful consequences"” for the 43 states outside the 8th Circuit.

EPA is "free to impose even vacated" water permitting modifications, "with little fear of the
immediate judicial review," the petition said.

The Justice Department had urged the court to decline the case. Government attorneys said the
D.C. Circuit correctly concluded EPA's letters interpreting the 8th Circuit decision weren't
actions that could be challenged in appeals court under the Clean Water Act.

Challenging the 'puppet master’

At issue in the second case was a Southern California Alliance of Publicly Owned Treatment
Works (SCAP) suit challenging EPA's objections to state-issued permits for two water
reclamation plants in El Monte and Pomona, Calif.

EPA in 2014 sent a formal objection letter to the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control
Board threatening to veto the permits. The agency said the approvals, which the Los Angeles
board later modified, didn't include necessary daily and monthly limits.

But the alliance argued that EPA used the objection letter to create new rules about permitting
without formal notice and comment.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, however, ruled that it couldn't hear the case because the
letter in question was just an "interim step in a complex statutory scheme" and not subject to
review by federal court. The 9th Circuit directed the alliance to pursue its case either
administratively or in a state court.

The alliance appealed, arguing that the court failed to differentiate between EPA's objections to
the permit and the permit itself.
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"U.S. EPA continues to use its objection powers to unlawfully push states to adopt measures
beyond the requirements of federal regulations," SCAP said. "The 9th Circuit's decision ...
relegated SCAP to challenging the puppet, when SCAP seeks to directly challenge the actions of
the puppet master."

The Justice Department asked the Supreme Court to pass on the case. DOJ said the EPA letter in
question did not set out any binding effluent limitations.

Other cases

At their weekly conference Friday, justices are scheduled to consider a third Clean Water Act
petition asking them to overturn a decision that reinstated EPA's contentious "water transfers”
rule. They could announce whether they're taking up that case early next week (Greenwire, Sept.
21,2017).

Along with the water disputes, the Supreme Court today also declined a handful of other
environment- and energy-related cases.

Justices won't review a lower court's split decision that North Carolina lacked sovereign control
over 45 miles of riverbed where Alcoa Power Generating Inc. had built and operated four
hydroelectric dams.

The Tar Heel State argued the company had illegally continued to use the Yadkin River for
hydroelectric plants without permission after shuttering an aluminum smelting plant that drew
power from the dams (Greenwire, Nov. 15, 2017).

Greens' efforts to halt a hydroelectric project in North Carolina likewise dead-ended. American
Rivers and the city of Rockingham had challenged the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's
approval of a license for Duke Energy Progress' Tillery development on the Yadkin and Pee Dee
rivers (Greenwire, Jan. 12).
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The court also won't hear claims by a group of plaintiffs who allege they developed cancer after
being exposed to radiation emissions at Nuclear Materials and Equipment Corp.'s facility in
Apollo, Pa. The site processed uranium and provided enriched uranium for naval reactors from
the 1950s to the early 1980s.

The Hill

http://thehill.com/policy/energv-environment/374824-hundreds-of-mavors-come-together-to-
oppose-trump-reversal-of-obama

Hundreds of mayors unite against Trump reversal of Obama-era climate plan

By John Bowden, 2/21/18, 9:46 AM

Hundreds of mayors representing cities in 47 states and territories have signed a letter opposing
the Trump administration's move to roll back the Obama administration's Clean Power Plan
(CPP).

In a letter addressed to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) chief Scott Pruitt, 236
U.S. mayors wrote that the Trump administration's attempt to roll back the environmental
restrictions would have "devastating health and economic impacts on their communities."

"We strongly oppose the proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan, which would put our citizens
at risk and harm our efforts to address the urgent threat of climate change," the letter to Pruitt
reads.

"The legal authority of cities and other municipalities generally extends only as far as their state
governments and federal law allow, and as a result, our local efforts to address climate change
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are highly sensitive to national policies like the Clean Power Plan, which shape markets, steer
state action, and have large direct impacts on nationwide emissions," it continues.

The EPA has been considering a plan to repeal the Clean Power Plan, the centerpiece of former
President Obama's environmental agenda, since at least October.

“The Obama administration pushed the bounds of their authority so far with the CPP that the
Supreme Court issued a historic stay of the rule, preventing its devastating effects to be imposed
on the American people while the rule is being challenged in court,” Pruitt said in a statement
last year.

“We are committed to righting the wrongs of the Obama administration by cleaning the
regulatory slate. Any replacement rule will be done carefully, properly, and with humility, by
listening to all those affected by the rule.”

The final version of the CPP was unveiled in 2015, and aimed to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions from electrical power generation by 32 percent by 2030. President Trump signed an
executive order last March ordering the EPA to review the rule for a possible repeal.

E&E Greenwire

hitps://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/ 1060074297 /search?kevword=EPA

OMB greenlights bid to scrap Obama oil and gas guidelines

By Sean Reilly and Niina Heikkinen, 2/20/18

The White House Office of Management and Budget has cleared U.S. EPA's proposal to scrap
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pollution-reduction guidelines for existing oil and gas operations, setting the stage for the
rollback of another piece of the Obama administration's environmental agenda.

OMB's Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs finished a standard interagency review of
the proposed withdrawal notice for the "control techniques guidelines" on Friday, according to
the Reginfo.gov website. Once the notice is signed, EPA will put the proposal out for public
comment, an agency spokeswoman said in an email today.

The guidelines, issued in October 2016, were a key part of EPA's strategy then for reducing
emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from existing oil and gas facilities. In
sunshine, VOCs react with nitrogen oxides to form ozone, a lung irritant that is the main
ingredient in smog.

Although not a regulation, the guidelines are technical recommendations for states to consider
for areas deemed in "moderate" nonattainment or worse for EPA's 2008 ozone standard of 75
parts per billion. They also apply in the Ozone Transport Region, which encompasses 11
Northeastern states, the District of Columbia and Northern Virginia.

"It is addressing sources that you wouldn't otherwise get at from ozone regulation,”" Joanne
Spalding, senior managing attorney at the Sierra Club, said in a recent interview.

States can use "reasonable cost” technological fixes to control the pollutants, such as replacing
high-bleed pneumatic controllers with low-bleed controllers. At the time, EPA billed the
recommendations as a way to also reduce emissions of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, and
save the industry money in lost product.

While EPA officials have so far not formally laid out their rationale for now seeking the
guidelines’ repeal, that step would mesh with the Trump administration's goal of easing
requirements that would be seen as hindering domestic energy production (Greenwire, Dec. 15,
2017). The oil and gas industry, citing the potential price tag for smaller producers, had opposed
the guidelines' adoption.
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The guidelines — often known by their acronym, CTGs — were released as part of an Obama-
era suite of requirements aimed at controlling a range of pollutants from the oil and gas industry.
This included landmark regulations to reduce methane releases from new and modified sources,
according to Spalding.

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's decision to withdraw the CTGs comes on the heels of efforts to
roll back or delay parts of those methane regulations. EPA plans to release a notice of proposed
rulemaking on changes to the new source rule in August and anticipates the release of a final rule
in 2019.

EPA had sent the proposed notice of withdrawal of the control techniques guidelines to OMB in
mid-December (Greenwire, Dec. 18, 2017).

E&E Greenwire

hitps://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/ 1060074295 /search?keyword=EPA

Judges hear arguments over 2 EPA listing decisions

By Amanda Reilly, 2/20/18

An appeals court today considered U.S. EPA decisions to add sites to a list of the nation's most
contaminated areas, including a large mining district that contains the Gold King abandoned
mine.

EPA put the Bonita Peak Mining District and nine other sites on its national priorities list of
Superfund sites in September 2016.
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Sunnyside Gold Corp. has filed a lawsuit challenging EPA's decision to list the mining district.
In a separate suit, a pair of companies argue that the agency broke the law in adding the site of a
former dry cleaner and auto shop in Indiana.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit today heard back-to-back
arguments in the cases.

While not directly related, the 2015 Gold King abandoned mine rupture is part and parcel of the
Bonita Peak Mining District challenge.

In August of that year, EPA contractors accidentally triggered the rupture at the Gold King site,
sending 3 million gallons of toxin-laced water into the Animas and San Juan rivers, which then
flowed through a corner of New Mexico into Utah.

A little more than a year later, EPA added the abandoned mine to its national priorities list as
part of the larger 100,000-acre Bonita Peak Mining District. The larger district has been a
"hotbed of hardrock mining activity for gold, silver, lead and copper" since the 1870s, according
to EPA, and includes three drainage areas that converge in the Animas River.

Sunnyside Gold Corp., which operates the Sunnyside mine, sued. The company argues that EPA
— faced with lawsuits and recrimination over the 2015 rupture — issued an "overly broad
listing" that sets a "terrible precedent.”

The company says EPA failed to evaluate all the sources within the mining district — including
Sunnyside mine and other sites it owns — under the Hazard Ranking System. EPA used the
system to score only 19 of the individual contamination sources within the Bonita Peak Mining
District; the site includes another 27 sources that weren't scored.

"If you're going to put property on the [national priorities list], you need to score it," Neil
Westesen, an attorney representing Sunnyside, argued today in the courtroom.
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He added that the owners of nonscored properties would potentially be faced with steep cleanup
costs under the national Superfund law.

Sunnyside says it's already spent more than $15 million remediating multiple locations within the
mining district. It installed bulkheads in tunnels of the Sunnyside Mine network, including one in
a tunnel that connected Sunnyside Mine to the Gold King abandoned mine. New Mexico and the
Navajo Nation both named Sunnyside as a plaintiff in their litigation over the 2015 blowout, but

the company says it's not responsible for the incident in any way.

For its part, EPA argues it was not required to score all the pollution sources within the broader
mining district. It says that the 19 sites it chose to score were representative of the mining
operations in the area and that acid mine drainage from all the sources within the district
"commingled" as it flowed into waterways.

The mining district is a "single site" encompassing multiple sources, said Meghan Greenfield, a
Justice Department attorney representing EPA.

She warned of the consequences of the court ordering EPA to "nitpick” each individual source
within a larger site.

At an industrial site, Greenfield said, "their approach would have EPA score every barrel of
leaking substances."”

In court documents, EPA also says it did not separately evaluate the 2015 blowout at the mine in
its decision to list the Bonita Peak Mining District. The agency says it would have placed the
district on the national priorities list regardless of the incident.

At today's arguments, Judge Harry Edwards, a Carter appointee, said EPA's approach appeared
to be "consistent" with the regulations guiding the use of the Hazard Ranking System. He said
Sunnyside was "conflating" the terms "source" and "site" in EPA's regulations.
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"The regulation absolutely distinguishes between a site and a source," he said.

Senior Judge Douglas Ginsburg, a Reagan appointee, also appeared at times to side with EPA,
saying the Sunnyside mine wasn't completely mitigated despite the company's efforts.

He expressed some concern, though, about the practical consequences of the listing.

A listing on the national priorities list is akin to a "roach motel" in which a company gets caught
up in the system and doesn't come out, Ginsburg said.

Indiana site

EPA is facing a separate lawsuit over its September 2016 decision to place an industrial site in
Indiana on the national priorities list.

But while the case involves the same topic, it raises different legal issues.

At issue 1s the West Vermont Drinking Water Contamination site in Marion County, Ind. At the
site, a former dry cleaner discharged wastewater containing perchloroethylene into a leaky sewer
system that then migrated into groundwater, according to court documents. A carburetor and
brake remanufacturing facility operated between 1956 and 1973 also contributed to
contamination.

EPA based its decision on findings that aquifers within 2 miles of the sites are "interconnected”
and that municipal well fields 4 miles away could be affected by contamination.

Aimco Michigan Meadows Holding LLC, which was formed in 1999 to acquire the apartment
and shopping center on the site, and Genuine Parts, the successor to the car repair shop,
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challenged the listing under administrative law.

Catherine Stetson, an attorney representing the companies, today argued that EPA made a
"fundamental" failure by not responding to comments and studies contained in the record,
including evidence showing a "confining layer" of clay or till that prevented contamination from
reaching water supplies.

She also argued that EPA neglected to pay heed to the direction of groundwater flows.

"Groundwater flows away from the well fields that are of interest to EPA," Stetson said.

Edwards said he had some issues with EPA's analysis.

"It isn't clear to me that the agency has given substantial evidence in this record with respect to
hydrologic interconnection,"” Edwards said, adding, "You're assuming it all the way through, and
I don't see it."

InsideEPA

hitps://insideepa.com/dailv-news/epa-names-chemical-companv-lawver-waste-offices-deputy -
slot

EPA Names Chemical Company Lawyer To Waste Office's Deputy Slot

2/21/18
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EPA has named Steven Cook, corporate counsel for one of the world's largest plastics and
chemical companies, to be the deputy assistant administrator in the agency's waste office,
making him the highest-ranking political official in the office even as a long-time confidante to
Administrator Scott Pruitt continues to lead the office's high-profile Superfund reform effort.

Cook, who served as in-house senior counsel for LyondeliBasell, started as deputy assistant
administrator for the Office of Land & Emergency Management (OLEM) Feb. 20, according to
an email sent to staff from Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator Barry Breen. The slot does
not require Senate confirmation.

Breen, a long-time career official, has effectively been heading the office in the absence of a
political appointee at OLEM, since the Trump administration took office. Typically, a career
official occupies the position of principal deputy assistant administrator, while the deputy
assistant administrator is a political appointee.

Patrick Davis, President Donald Trump's Colorado campaign director, filled the deputy slot for
part of 2017.

And Albert Kelly, a controversial former Oklahoma banker who has known Pruitt for years, has
been leading the administrator's Superfund reform push.

While Cook will bring an industry perspective to the office, it is unclear if he will be able to
address industry concerns that Pruitt is adopting costly excavation remedies at some Superfund
sites.

In addition to his role at LyondellBasell, Cook also served as vice chair of the board of directors
of the Corporate Environmental Enforcement Council (CEEC), a cross-industry coalition whose
members include a host of major energy, chemical, aecrospace, transportation, pharmaceutical,
food processing and transportation companies.

Of the more recent public comments filed by CEEC are comments submitted in 2016 on EPA's
proposed Risk Management Programs rule for preventing accidental chemical releases, a
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measure that Pruitt is now seeking to withdraw.

In its comments, CEEC strongly criticized the Obama administration's proposed version of the
rule, including its call for third-party audits and EPA's failure to coordinate the rulemaking with
other agencies.

According to LyondellBasell's website, the company is one of the largest plastics, chemical and
refining companies in the world. It is the leading producer of oxyfuels in the world, and 1s the
top producer in North America and Europe of polypropylene, its website says.

Cook holds both a law degree and chemical engineering degree from Brigham Young University,
as well as a masters of business administration degree from the University of Texas at Austin,
according to his LinkedIn profile.

E&E News PM

hitps://www.eenews.net/eenewspnmy/stories/1060074319/search?kevword=EPA

'Lean’' training this spring — operations chief

By Kevin Bogardus, 2/20/18

Training in U.S. EPA's streamlined management techniques will begin soon, the agency's No. 3
official said in an internal email to employees today obtained by E&E News.

Assistant Deputy Administrator Henry Darwin wrote that "deployment training" for EPA's
"Lean" management system for teams of agency employees is happening this spring. It comes as
the agency looks to boost employee engagement.
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Darwin noted in his email that while engagement has increased in the Federal Employee
Viewpoint Survey, which polls government workers' morale and committment to their jobs, EPA
still ranks in the bottom half of large federal agencies.

Darwin cites a speaker at last month's conference for senior leaders — John Kamensky, a senior
fellow with the IBM Center for the Business of Government — who said engagement goes up
when employees have latitude to improve their jobs, the training to accomplish that goal and
good communication with their bosses.

"Through [Lean management], EPA will achieve these three elements of engagement,"” said
Darwin. "Weekly huddle meetings around visual management boards will provide teams — staff
and management alike — the means to see how work is flowing and to identify ways of
improving the work process.

"[Lean] deployment training for teams across the agency will begin this spring, and coaching
will always be available to help with the new approaches," he said.

In addition, managers are expected to check in with their subordinates every day to boost
communication and resolve issues, said Darwin.

"Finally, our expectations of agency managers will include short, daily, one-on-one check-ins
with staff members to increase communication and, as always, solve small problems before they
become big problems," Darwin said, concluding, "I realize that the work we've done so far feels
top down, but that will soon change. Thank you in advance for joining me on this journey."

The Lean system is essentially the foundation for EPA's "reform plan" to streamline operations,
which was called for under an executive order signed by President Trump last year.

The agency has also set up a steering committee of career officials and political appointees,
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which Darwin has tasked with drafting a vision for EPA (Greenwire, Feb. 6).

E&E Greenwire

hitps://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/ 1060074393 /search?keyword=EPA

IG to examine emergency-response gear

By Kevin Bogardus, 2/21/18

U.S. EPA's inspector general plans to take stock of equipment used to respond to natural
disasters and terrorist attacks.

In a notice dated yesterday, the internal agency watchdog said it plans to begin "preliminary
research" on how EPA manages equipment used in counterterrorism activities and emergency
response.

"The OIG's objective is to determine whether the EPA has the needed and required counter
terrorism and emergency response equipment and whether the equipment is efficiently managed,
tracked and available for potential counter terrorism or emergency response incidents," said the
notice signed by Michael Davis, director of the Efficiency Directorate in the IG's Office of Audit
and Evaluation.

The IG initiated the project on its own and plans to work in several program offices, including
the Office of Land and Emergency Management and the Office of Homeland Security, as well as
regional branches for the agency.

The watchdog also asked for many documents, such as a list of all such equipment as well as any
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interagency agreements related to the buying and management of the equipment.

The probe comes after last year's devastating hurricane season, which saw EPA respond to major
storms in Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico.

As part of its emergency-response function, EPA works on oil spills, chemical and radiological
accidents or attacks, as well as natural disasters. Some of the agency's equipment for the job
includes aircraft to detect chemical and radiological leaks and a mobile laboratory, as well as
protective gear like hazmat suits.

AP

hitps://annews.com/5¢bee71863594d0a96b2d4848¢548566/01l-spill-cleanup-underwav-in-
suburban-Oklahoma-Cit

Qil spill cleanup underway in suburban Oklahoma City

2/20/18

YUKON, Okla. (AP) — A spokesman for the Environmental Protection Agency says cleanup is
underway in suburban Oklahoma City where about 2,000 barrels of oil spilled from a ruptured
pipeline.

EPA on-scene coordinator Mike McAteer said Tuesday workers are skimming oil off the surface
of a 7-acre pond near a neighborhood outside Yukon, about 17 miles (27 kilometers) west of
Oklahoma City.

McAteer says oil bubbled into the pond early Sunday from a pipeline operated by Centurion
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Pipeline L.P. He says crews will tunnel beneath the pond to inspect the ruptured pipeline and
prevent further releases.

McAteer says cleanup efforts have been slowed by rain and sub-freezing temperatures in the
area.

Centurion spokesman Eric Moses says the company is making progress “and will continue to
work safely and efficiently until our work is complete.”

Reuters

https://'www.reuters.com/article/us-missouri-lawsuit/missouri-residents-sue-over-radioactive-
material-storage-sites-idUSKCNIGS0AZ

Missouri residents sue over radioactive material storage sites

2/20/18, 11:09 PM

(Reuters) - Residents living near landfill sites in the St. Louis area where radioactive waste has
been stored filed lawsuits on Tuesday seeking compensation, claiming negligence in handling
materials they said were some of the most dangerous on Earth.

Two lawsuits seeking class action status were filed at St. Louis County court for sites that
included the West Lake Landfill in Bridgeton, Missouri, and an area near the Coldwater Creek in
the county.

Among the 10 defendants are Republic Services, Exelon Corp and the Cotter Corp. Officials
from those companies were not immediately available for comment.
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“Defendants treated these hazardous, toxic, carcinogenic, radioactive wastes with about the same
level of care that a reasonable person might give to common household garbage, dumping it
without authority from the State of Missouri and in violation of law,” the lawsuits contend.

The suits did not state an amount being sought by the plaintiffs.

The history of nuclear waste in the St. Louis area dates back to the U.S. atomic bomb program
from World War Two and spans an array of nuclear processing facilities, storage sites, material
transfers and suspected leaks along the way.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has deemed some of the St. Louis-area places that
were a part of that history “Superfund” sites, placing them among highly polluted areas that are a
national priority for clean-up.

The West Lake site, originally used for agriculture, became a limestone quarry in 1939. But
starting in the 1950s, portions of the area were used to dispose of municipal refuse, industrial
wastes and construction debris, the EPA said.

In 1973, some 8,700 tons of leached radioactive barium sulfate from the Manhattan Project, the
World War Two-era atomic bomb-development program, were mixed with 38,000 tons of soil
used to cover trash dumped at the site, according to the EPA.

In 1990, the landfill and neighboring waste-disposal facilities occupying a total of 200 acres (80
hectares) were designated by the EPA as a single Superfund site.
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E&E Energvwire

hitps://www.eenews.net/energvwire/stories/ 1060074323 /search?keyvword=EPA

1G report discounted Tar Creek Superfund fraud claims

By Mike Soraghan, 2/21/18

An investigation by U.S. EPA's watchdog agency in 2013 discounted allegations of fraud at the
Tar Creek Superfund site in 2013.

The findings of EPA's inspector general run counter to those of Oklahoma State Auditor Gary
Jones, who says his audit found criminal violations at the site.

But they track with the decision of then-Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt, who declined
to bring charges after receiving Jones' audit.

"This investigation revealed no evidence to support any allegations by the complainants," states
the EPA 1G report, first reported by the newspaper Tulsa World.

Pruitt, now EPA administrator, and his replacement, Mike Hunter, kept the audit secret. So it is
not clear how similar the investigations might have been.

Daniel Stevens, who heads a group suing to get the audit made public, said people should be able
to compare the two reports.

"It sure seems like Pruitt and his allies are worried about the conclusions contained in the state
auditor's report," said Stevens, executive director of Campaign for Accountability. "Pruitt should
be held accountable for how he responded to the findings of his own state's auditor.”
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A hearing in the case has been set for Friday in Oklahoma County District Court.

Tar Creek is a 40-square-mile site in the far northeastern corner of Oklahoma where land and
water were contaminated by decades of lead and zinc mining that ended in the 1950s. In the
carly 1980s, EPA deemed it the most contaminated site in the country.

As part of the cleanup, the federal government provided money in 2009 to buy out homeowners
and demolish the homes. The work was overseen by a board of prominent residents called the
Lead-Impacted Communities Relocation Assistance Trust.

But companies that sought demolition work complained that contracts were being unfairly
steered to companies favored by board members. Jones has said his audit showed the
government paid six times more than needed.

The investigation by EPA's IG was prompted by a federal whistleblower lawsuit filed in 2012.
The suit alleged the trust board and contractors tapped into a "good ole boy network" and
hatched a "sophisticated conspiracy" to rig bids and pay for work that was not done.

But the IG report says there were valid explanations for what the whistleblower suit called
violations.

For example, the suit alleged that one of the contractors billed for demolition of the Picher,
Okla., house where baseball slugger Mickey Mantle got married in 1951, even though the house
1s still standing at a location in the nearby town of Commerce. The IG report said after the house
was moved that the contractor still had to clear debris and other items from the site, and deserved
to be paid.

The redacted IG report is available on EPA's Freedom of Information Act release website. It was
requested in 2015 by former trust chairman Mark Osborn.
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Several entities, including E&E News, have requested Jones' Tar Creek audit and related
documents. The requests have been rejected. Campaign for Accountability sued in November.

Hunter, the attorney general, is fighting the suit, citing grand jury secrecy (Energywire, Jan. 19).
But Jones, the state auditor, responded by seeking a court order to release the audit. Jones has
also said Pruitt "acted improperly" when, as attorney general, he sent a copy of the audit to the
attorney for the trust.

Hunter's office filed a pleading last week countering some of Jones' claims and asserting that the
audit 1s "shot full" of grand jury evidence.
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To: Grantham, Nancy[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thur 1/4/2018 3:10:43 AM

Subject: Re: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 3, 2018, at 8:04 PM, Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy(@epa.gov> wrote:

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Lynn, Tricia" <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>

Date: January 3, 2018 at 12:21:38 PM EST

To: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham Nancy@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

FYI, one of the reporters (Mike Soraghan/E & E news) is pinging about the interview
he requested with Kell Kelly. Anything | can share with him?

Thanks!

From: Mike Soraghan [mailto] Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2018 12:08 PM

To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov>

Cc: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.qgov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Thanks.
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Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy !

E Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy E(Ofﬁce and mob”e)

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

From: Jones, Enesta [mailto.Jones Enesta@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2018 12:07 PM

To: Mike Soraghan < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy e

Cc: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.qgov>

Subject: Re: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Hi Mike, Tricia is in and will help you.

On Jan 3, 2018, at 12:04 PM, Mike Soraghan <i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy > wrote:

Hi and Happy New Year. Any update on the status of this?

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy '
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E Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy : (Ofﬁce and moblle)

i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

From: Jones, Enesta [mailto.Jones.Enesta@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 2:10 PM

To: Mike Soraghan <[ "Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >

Cc: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@@epa.qgov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

No problem. We like to let reporters know we have not forgotten about them.

Happy Holidays!

From: Mike Soraghan [mailto! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ]
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 ZU3 PV
To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Yes. | appreciate you staying on it. Thanks

Mike Soraghan
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E&E News reporter

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy :

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

From: Jones, Enesta [mailto:Jones. Enesta@epa.qgov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 2:00 PM

To: Mike Soraghan < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >

Cc: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.qgov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Great, thanks. With the holidays and people being out, it's good to know you are flex.

From: Mike Soraghan [mailfo:  Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ]
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 1:57 PM

To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov>

Cc: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.qgov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Hi. | am still seeking an interview and | would prefer to do it in person or on the phone.
| have some flexibility on time, since we don’t publish between Christmas and New

ED_001863D_00002331-00004



Year's. My questions are basically the same as what I'd sent to Ms. Lynn. | think

they're part of this thread. Thanks for your help.

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i’ofﬁce and mOblIe)

: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy !

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

From: Jones, Enesta [mailio:Jones.Enestafepa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 1:52 PM

To: Mike Soraghan < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >

Cc: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.qov>

Subject: Re: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Hi Mike, are you still secking an interview? If it’s not possible, would you accept
written responses? That said, can you provide specific questions — as well as the

absolute latest you can wait for us to be responsive?

Thanks,

Enesta
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On Dec 7, 2017, at 3:31 PM, Mike Soraghan <! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy > Wrote:

Great. Thank you. Please stay in touch.

From: "Lynn, Tricia" <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>

Date: Thu Dec 07 14:33:48 EST 2017

To: "Mike Soraghan" < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

Cc: "Jones, Enesta" <Jonés Fnesta@epa.govs

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Hi Mike—

I wanted to let you know that I haven’t forgotten about you, but that we haven’t yet
been able to schedule with Mr. Kelly. I’'m out of the office tomorrow, but my
colleague, Enesta Jones, will keep an eye out in case an opportunity arises. Otherwise

I'll be back in touch when we’re able to schedule.

Best,

Tricia

From: Mike Soraghan [mailto? Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ]
Sent: Monday, December 04, 2017 71744 AM

To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

OK. Thank you. Please stay in touch.

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy !
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! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

From: Lynn, Tricia [mailto:lynn.tricia@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, December 04, 2017 11:09 AM

To: Mike Soraghan < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Thanks Mike. Unfortunately he had to leave earlier than expected today for a meeting,
but I’ll check on later in the week.

From: Mike Soraghan [mailto: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ]

Sent: Friday, December 01, 2017 10735 AM '

To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn tricia@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Hi. Thanks for getting back. I am wide open Monday. I'm traveling Tuesday. From
Wednesday to Friday I will be in DC, with scattered appointments. Please let me know
what would work best.

Mike Soraghan

Reporter

E&E News - EnergyWire
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i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy :

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 1, 2017, at 9:54 AM, Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov> wrote:

Mike—

We’re still working on this as he’s been travelling quite a bit. We can’t promise
Monday (12/4), but what sort of flexibility do you have for then?

Thanks so much,

Tricia

From: Mike Soraghan [mailto! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 20177 12:07 PM '
To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Great. Thank you.

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

E Ex. 6 - Personal Privacyi (Ofﬁce and mOblle)

: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy E
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E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

From: Lynn, Tricia [mailto:lynn tricia@epa.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 12:04 PM

To: Mike Soraghan <i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

We were just talking about it this morning. Give me a bit of time and I'll see
what I can find out from the person who’d be scheduling it.

From: Mike Soraghan [mailto:i Ex.6 - Personal Privacy |
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 11:54 AM

To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Hi. Thought I’d do a post-holiday check-in. Any luck with this?

Thanks,

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter
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Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy :

E&E NEWS

122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

From: Lynn, Tricia [mailto:lynn. tricia@epa.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, November 15,2017 8:45 AM

To: Mike Soraghan < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Thanks Mike. I’ll be in touch soon with next steps.

Best,

Tricia

From: Mike Soraghan [mailtoi Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2017 10:45 AM

To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly
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Hi. Here are some questions. Also, it would be great to talk with Mr. Kelly in
person, even if the interview is still brief. I work remotely, but I could be in DC
on relatively short notice. My hard deadline is COB Dec. 8.

How does a banker from eastern Oklahoma wind up leading efforts on
Superfund?

How has having several contaminated sites in your hometown impacted your
perspective on Superfund?

How involved have you been with the Superfund site and contaminated sites in
Bristow?

Since taking this position, have you visited the Wilcox site, Kwikset or the other
sites, or talked with people around the sites?

What is your role with Superfund now that the streamlining report is complete?
How many sites have you visited?

What are you learning from giving out your cellphone number?

From your task force’s recommendations, the "Top 10 list" has gotten the most
attention. Is that the most important recommendation? If not, what are we

missing?

Oklahoma’s Tar Creek site is well known for the Picher-Cardin buyout. Did your
task force look at any changes to the policies on buy-outs?

Thanks for your help,

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
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: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy :

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

From: Lynn, Tricia [mailto:lynn.tricia@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 4:07 PM

To: Mike Soraghan <~ "Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >

Subject: RE: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Hi Mike—

Liz passed on your inquiry, and I’'m happy to try and help set up an interview. To
begin I'll need a list of your specific questions and your hard deadline. Can you

please send those at your earliest convenience?

Thanks so much,

Tricia
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Tricia Lynn
Office of Public Affairs
U.S. EPA

Office: 202.564.2615

From: Mike Soraghan [mailto:} Ex. 6 - Personal Prlvacy
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 3741 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <B()vvman.le@epa. YOV>

Subject: Request for Interview - Albert "Kell" Kelly

Ms. Bowman,

Hi. I’'ve been working for some time on a story about Superfund sites in
Oklahoma. I’'m writing to request an interview with Mr. Albert “Kell” Kelly.
Since he is from Oklahoma and is heading up the administrator’s Superfund
streamlining efforts, he seemed like a good person to talk to for this story. I also
know his hometown has several contaminated sites and at least one Superfund
site. So he has some practical experience that others might not have, and that’s an
angle I’'m intending to look at.

I can be reached at this email or ati Exs-Personatprivaey | Thank you for any assistance
you can provide.

Thank you,
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Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy :

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, EXE News PM
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To: Jackson, Ryan[jackson.ryan@epa.gov}

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thur 12/7/2017 1:44:30 AM

Subject: Re: The Environmental Scandal in Scott Pruitt's Backyard - POLITICO Magazine

This is the first time | have really heard about this article/issue in any detail.
Sent from my iPhone

> On Dec 6, 2017, at 7:27 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

>

>

> https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/12/06/scott-pruiti-tar-creek-oklahoma-investigation-
215854

>

> | wished I'd commented in this. This is complete contrived nonsense, and the dishonest writer knows
it. The only contracts contested were the demolition contracts to bulldoze the structures after the offers
were accepted on the properties. Offers which were made by a board of local residents not EPA and did
a fair job. Gary Jones and Tom Coburn's bullying of great people like Dr Mark Osborn and the members
of that board for not picking the lowest and unqualified bidder in a demolition contract and latching onto
whatever tenuous argument they can make just to gripe to try to get attention is stomach turning.

>

> This really was a multi year process which provided relief to people who would otherwise still be living
there in a 40 sq mile area contaminated with 200 foot piles of lead stacked everywhere and sink holes
swallowing roads and houses. The description of this a pork barrel is ridiculous and offered by a willfully
uninformed and frankly stupid person.

>

> | definitely don't expect anything more in these types of stories, but this was not a true account of this
situation. I'm proud | worked on this.

>

> In the end, | need to look at it this way. People like Jim are still in office doing good despite being beat
up everyday. People like Tom Coburn and Gary Jones are gone and forgotten wishing they could have
been as substantial as Jim.

>

>

> Ryan Jackson

> Chief of Staff

>U.S. EPA

>§ Ex. 6 - Personal Privacyi
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To: Abboud, Michael{abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Cc: Graham, Amy[graham.amy@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov}, Hewitt,
Jameslhewitt.james@epa.gov]
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wed 10/4/2017 4:39:50 PM
Subject: Re: POLITICO Magazine: Tar Creek, Oklahoma

Yes, Kell should
Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 4, 2017, at 12:37 PM, Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> wrote:

I know Jahan already had other plans with Politico and the Administrator. But this may be
worthwhile to have Kell speak into, since it is Oklahoma related.

From: Malcolm Burnley ]maittog Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
Sent: Wednesday, October 4, 2017 12:30 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.qov>
Subject: POLITICO Magazine: Tar Creek, Oklahoma

Hi, I'm a contributing writer with POLITICO magazine. I'm requesting an interview with
EPA administrator Scott Pruitt for an upcoming story. My deadline is Tuesday, October
10.

The story will be focusing on the EPA Superfund site at Tar Creek, Oklahoma, and the
narrative would greatly benefit from Mr. Pruitt's input. There have been many suggestions
coming from within the EPA and the White House that Tar Creek has been identified as an
example of how Mr. Pruitt will approach Superfund sites across the country. In a January
2017 story for Bloomberg BNA, a few days before Mr. Pruitt was confirmed, a White House
spokesperson cited a buyout program that took place at Tar Creek as an example of Pruitt’s
guiding philosophy: “national standards; neighborhood solutions." In August, senior advisor
Kel Kelly was touring the site.

Given the prominence that Tar Creek — an EPA Superfund site since the 1980s — has
recently taken on, I'd like to discuss Mr. Pruitt's views on the buyout program and overall
job the EPA has done there.
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Please let me know who I can reach out to directly within the Administrator's office
regarding my request.

Thank you,

Malcolm Burnley

Philadelphia
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To: Lincoln Ferguson (ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov)[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov}; Jahan Wilcox
(wilcox.jahan@epa.gov)wilcox.jahan@epa.gov}

Cc: Abboud, Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; hewitt. james@epa.gov[hewitt.james@epa.govy;
Konkus, John[konkus.john@epa.govl; Kelsi Daniell (daniell.kelsi@epa.gov){daniell.kelsi@epa.govl;
Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.gov]

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wed 12/6/2017 11:58:15 PM

Subject: Politico Tar Creek

Did you all have a response on the Tar Creek site that you sent to a reporter?
hitps://'www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/12/06/scott-pruitt-tar-creek-oklahoma-
investigation-215854

Liz Bowman
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Office: 202-564-3293
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To: Daniell, Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wed 12/20/2017 3:07:12 PM

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL -- EPA Morning News Highlights 12.20.17

thanks

From: Daniell, Kelsi

Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 10:00 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL -- EPA Morning News Highlights 12.20.17

Circling back.

From: Daniell, Kelsi

Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 8:51 AM

To: Liz Bowman (Bowman.Liz@epa.gov) <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Jahan Wilcox
(wilcox jahan@epa.gov) <wilcox jahan@epa.gov>; James Hewitt (hewitt.james@epa.gov)
<hewitt james@epa.gov>; Mike Abboud (abboud.michacl@epa.gov)
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; John Konkus
(konkus.john@epa.gov) <konkus john@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR APPROVAL -- EPA Morning News Highlights 12.20.17

EPA Morning News Highlichts 12.20.17

Washinoton Examiner: EPA Anpoints Region Head to Cover Home of Lead-
Contamination Crisis

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt appointed Cathy Stepp to become
regional administrator for Region 5, which includes the home of the lead contamination crisis in
Flint, Mich., the agency announced Tuesday. Stepp will oversee EPA efforts in Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin. The Region 5 office has become of critical political
importance in recent years after the Flint drinking water crisis captured national attention during
last year's presidential election.
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Brownfield Ag News: EPA savs Glvphosate does not cause cancer in humans

The Environmental Protection Agency has released a draft human health risk assessment stating
that weed-killer glyphosate likely does not cause cancer in humans. The assessment concluded
there are no meaningful risks to human health when the pesticide label is followed, and it should
be classified as “not likely to be a carcinogen for humans.” The EPA says the findings are
consistent with the 2017 National Institute of Health Agricultural Health Survey, which found
“no statistically significant associations with glyphosate use and cancer at any site.”

Portland Business Journal: EPA. Four Companies Reach Kev Portland Harbor Superfund
Cleapup Deal

The Environmental Protection Agency and four major industrial polluters have agreed on a key
next step in the Portland Harbor Superfund site cleanup, the federal agency announced on
Tuesday. The agreement between Arkema Inc., Evraz Inc. NA, Schnitzer Steel IndustriesInc., the
Marine Group LLC and the EPA sets the framework of a $14 million sampling plan that will be
used to guide and assess the cleanup of the polluted 10-mile stretch of the Willamette River.

The Californian: Salinas Oil Company Penalized for Environmental Violations

In September 2016, the EPA inspected the company and found there was a violation of the Clean
Water Act's Oil Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure, according to an EPA press
statement. The inspection found that there was a lack of secondary containment to keep oil that
had been spilled from leaking into nearby water, a lack of safe and appropriate containers for the
storage of oil, a failure of regular inspections and tank integrity testing and failure to provide and
maintain records from the company's compliance with requirements, according to the press
release.

Joplin Globe: John Berrev: Politico Got It Wrone on Tar Creek

After decades of exploitation, environmental devastation, mismanagement of natural resources
and broken promises, the Quapaw tribe, with the help of Sen. Inhofe, Pruitt and the EPA, and the
state of Oklahoma, has taken a leadership role at the Tar Creek site. With all due respect to the
former residents of the Tar Creek area and Politico, the real story at Tar Creek is this: The
members of an Indian tribe were promised land as a place to be Quapaw. Now they are taking it
back one truckful of mine waste at a time.
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Missourinet: Missouri Lawmakers Differ on Fixine St, Louis Arvea Lapdfill before EPA
Head Decides

EPA head Pruitt told a U.S. House committee in early December that he’ll release a decision
next month on what will be done at West Lake Landfill. The site will either be capped, as
Kehoe and the group of Republican State Senators want, or it will be excavated. Meanwhile,
Democratic State Senator Maria Chappelle-Nadal of University City refiled the same measure
she put forth last session to assist homeowners in contaminated areas. Under the plan, if a federal
or state environmental or state health agency determined a home to be uninhabitable due to
contamination from certain radiation, the owner would be eligible to sell the home for fair
market value through the Missouri contaminated home acquisition program administered by the
state Department of Natural Resources.

National Morning News Highlights 12.20.17

Politico: Senators, White House Lav Groundwork for Dreamers Deal

Top senators and White House officials are laying the groundwork for a major immigration deal
in January to resolve the fate of young undocumented immigrants whose legal protections were
put in limbo by President Donald Trump. At a Tuesday afternoon meeting with nearly a dozen
senators deeply involved in immigration policy, White House chief of staff John Kelly pledged
that the administration will soon present a list of border security and other policy changes it
wants as part of a broader deal on so-called Dreamers, according to people who attended the
meeting. The plan could come in a matter of days, senators said.

Bloombero: Christmas Comes Earlv for Tromp with Tax Win

After a year of infighting, frustration and failure, President Donald Trump and his Republicans
finally have something to celebrate. The Senate early this morning passed the largest U.S. tax
overhaul in more than three decades with barely a vote to spare, bringing Trump to the brink of
his first big legislative win. One more (likely routine) vote in the House and the bill could be on
his desk as soon as this afternoon.

Yahoo! Congress Discloses 3 More Sexual Harassment Settlements

The Office of Compliance of the U.S. House of Representatives revealed on Tuesday three
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additional sexual-harassment settlements it paid out, totaling $115,000, the Hill reports. The
disclosure comes just one month after the Washington Postrevealed the Office paid more than
$17 million since 1997 to settle 264 workplace complaints (including harassment allegations).

The Oklahoman: Incentive Review Shows Value of Tax Simplicity

This year, the state's Incentive Evaluation Commission reviewed 12 state economic tax
incentives and ultimately voted to repeal five. Revenue increases associated with those repeal
votes will be relatively minor. Instead, the biggest impact of the commission's work may be that
it reinforces the fact that politicians have a poor record when it comes to identifying and
nurturing job creation via targeted tax breaks.

Washington Examiner

http://www . washingtonexaminer.convepa-appoints-region-head-to-cover-home-of-lead-
contamination-crisis/article/2643923

EPA Appoints Region Head to Cover Home of Lead-Contamination Crisis

By: John Siciliano, 12/19/17

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt appointed Cathy Stepp to become
regional administrator for Region 5, which includes the home of the lead contamination crisis in
Flint, Mich., the agency announced Tuesday.

Stepp will oversee EPA efforts in Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

The Region 5 office has become of critical political importance in recent years after the Flint
drinking water crisis captured national attention during last year's presidential election.

The drinking water crisis in the working-class city north of Detroit also became a focal point in
congressional oversight last year and in major spending bill fights. The crisis started after
Republican Gov. Rick Snyder appointed a project manager to find more cost-effective ways of
supplying water to Flint.
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The appointee signed off on a plan to divert the city's water supply from Lake Michigan to the
Flint River, which caused the drinking water pipes in the city to corrode, sending large amounts
of lead into residents' drinking water.

Stepp 1s coming from the EPA Region 7 office, where she serves as principal deputy regional
administrator. Region 7 serves lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and nine tribal nations.

She previously served in the Midwest region as the secretary of the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources from 2011 to 2017. She also served as a state senator in Wisconsin.

Pruitt said her experience brings "a fresh perspective to EPA as we look to implement President
Trump’s agenda.”

Susan Hedman, the Region 5 head who served under the Obama administration's EPA, resigned
over the Flint water crisis after it was reported that she refused to provide information on the
lead contamination crisis after being contacted by the mayor.

Brownfield Ag News

https://brownfieldagnews.com/news/epa-says-glyphosate-not-cause-cancer-humans/

EPA says Glyphosate does not cause cancer in humans

By: Amie Sites, 12/19/17

The Environmental Protection Agency has released a draft human health risk assessment stating
that weed-killer glyphosate likely does not cause cancer in humans.
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The assessment concluded there are no meaningful risks to human health when the pesticide
label is followed, and it should be classified as “not likely to be a carcinogen for humans.”

The EPA says the findings are consistent with the 2017 National Institute of Health Agricultural
Health Survey, which found “no statistically significant associations with glyphosate use and
cancer at any site.”

The findings contradict the advisory by the World Health Organization’s International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC), which concluded in 2015 that glyphosate is “probably
carcinogenic.” The state of California plans to add glyphosate to its list of cancer-causing
chemicals, which requires that products containing or grown with glyphosate carry warnings that
it is a known carcinogen.

The EPA will open a 60-day comment period on the draft human health and ecological risk
assessment.

Portland Business Journal

hitps://www . bizioumals.com/portland/mews/2017/12/19/epa-four-companies-reach-kev-portland-
harbor.himl

EPA, Four Companies Reach Key Portland Harbor Superfund Cleanup Deal

By: Pete Danko, 12/19/17

The Environmental Protection Agency and four major industrial polluters have agreed on a key
next step in the Portland Harbor Superfund site cleanup, the federal agency announced on
Tuesday.

The agreement between Arkema Inc., Evraz Inc. NA, Schnitzer Steel IndustriesInc., the Marine
Group LLC and the EPA sets the framework of a $14 million sampling plan that will be used to
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guide and assess the cleanup of the polluted 10-mile stretch of the Willamette River.

In a joint statement, Schnitzer (NASDAQ: SCHN) and the Marine Group said the agreement
“will expedite the cost-effective cleanup of the site in a way that is protective of public health
and the environment, while ensuring that this waterway that is so vital to Oregon’s economy
continues to be a working harbor.”

Yet environmentalists and state environmental regulators say the agreement falls short of their
hopes.

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality's Sarah Greenfield, in-water coordinator on
the cleanup project, said that while the sampling plan would provide "a lot of necessary data,"
there "are a few data gaps and a few additional pieces of information that we hoped to see.”

The agreement represents one of the first major steps in implementing the 13-year, $1.05 billion
cleanup plan unveiled by the Obama administration in January.

In October, DEQ and local officials, tribal leaders and environmental organizations had
criticized the EPA over a draft agreement between the EPA and four then-unnamed companies,
saying it threatened to undo the Obama administration's record of decision.

Gov. Kate Brown described the EPA draft agreement in October as a "significant setback"” that
"undermines the progress we've made."

On Tuesday, Bob Sallinger, conservation director for Portland Audubon, said the latest deal
might not be as bad as that October version, but it's not what environmentalists hoped to see, nor
what the EPA had been talking about earlier in the year.

In addition to sampling the contaminated river bottom, those earlier drafts called for sampling
numerous “potential wildlife receptors,” which could give further insight into the effectiveness
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of the cleanup.

The settlement, Sallinger said, calls for sampling only one species, smallmouth bass.

“This sampling plan is significantly weaker than the draft plans that the EPA had sent out in
June,” Sallinger said.

The DEQ's Greenfield said the agency was also hoping to see additional fish tissue sampling,
particularly of carp, one of the more commonly eaten fish from the river.

Schnitzer defended that part of the plan.

"We had prepared our proposal prior to the release of EPA's proposal and our sampling plan
focused on the smallmouth bass because in the record of decision that is the primary species of
concern for fish consumption risk," a company spokesperson said. "EPA agreed with this
approach and agreed that it could do additional sampling including other species in the future.”

Sallinger, however, said it was disappointing that only four polluters — out of several dozen
potentially responsible parties — had been allowed to define the baseline sampling plan.

The Californian

hitp://www . thecalifornian. com/story/news/2017/12/19/salinas-oil-companv-penalized-
environmental-violations/966236001/

Salinas Oil Company Penalized for Environmental Violations

By: Cristian Ponce, 12/19/17

Encore Oils and Ottone-Salinas, Inc. have been penalized for several federal Clean Water Act
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violations.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reached a settlement Tuesday with both companies
in an effort to prevent the risk of oil spills from their biodiesel processing facility in Salinas to
the Monterey Bay Watershed.

The settlement includes a $31,893 penalty and resolves several Clean Water Act Violations,
according to the press release from the EPA.

Ottone-Salinas, Inc. owns the property that Encore Oils, also known as SeQuential, operates on,
located ten feet from Alisal Creek which flows into the Salinas River.

In September 2016, the EPA inspected the company and found there was a violation of the Clean
Water Act's Oil Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure, according to an EPA press
statement.

The inspection found that there was a lack of secondary containment to keep oil that had been
spilled from leaking into nearby water, a lack of safe and appropriate containers for the storage
of oil, a failure of regular inspections and tank integrity testing and failure to provide and
maintain records from the company's compliance with requirements, according to the press
release.

These regulations are put in place to reduce the risk of having oil reach nearby waters and to
make sure there is adequate containment of oil spills, according to the press release.

Under the agreement with the EPA, SeQuential has put in place different safeguards to make
sure oil spills will not reach nearby waterways, which include closing tanks that are failing.

Joplin Globe
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hitp://www jonlinglobe.com/opinion/columns/iohn-berrev-politico-got-it-wrong-on-tar-
creek/article 96e18¢96-8¢7d-51b4-beee-8ab81e6d9575 html

John Berrey: Politico Got it Wrong on Tar Creek

By: John Berrey, 12/19/17

As the longtime chairman of the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma, I take strong exception to the Dec.
6 article by Politico’s Malcom Burnley (“The Environmental Scandal In Scott Pruitt’s
Backyard”), which showed Burnley to be an accomplished ax-grinder.

This piece indicated that Oklahoma Sen. Jim Inhofe bears significant blame for the complicated
nature of the cleanup of the Tar Creek Superfund site located on Quapaw land in Northeast
Oklahoma.

Even casual observers know that the complications at Tar Creek existed long before the tenure of
Sen. Inhofe. When mining companies discovered lead and zinc ore on Quapaw lands in the early
1900s they were required to acquire mining leases through the federal Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Many Quapaw tribal members refused to lease their land to the mining companies. Perhaps not
unsurprisingly, the BIA responded by declaring those tribal members “incompetent” and went
ahead and executed the mining leases on their behalf.

When the Environmental Protection Agency declared Tar Creek a national priority list
Superfund site in 1983, the EPA considered the BIA, along with the mining companies, a
“responsible party” because of BIA’s participation in leasing the land for mining and its
management of mining practices on Indian leases.

For most of the 30-plus years since being declared a responsible party by EPA, and therefore
liable for the cleanup, BIA has refused to accept responsibility for the cleanup or provide any
cleanup funds. In fact, because of its fear of past and future liability, the BIA fought every effort
by the EPA to clean up mine waste on Quapaw tribal lands. This — not anything Sen. Inhofe did
or didn’t do — is the primary reason that cleanup of Tar Creek has languished for over most of
the last 35 years.
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In reality, Sen. Inhofe and his staff, including his former chief of staff Ryan Jackson, should get
significant credit for ending the deadlock between EPA and BIA, thereby allowing the start of
the cleanup of the mountains of heavy metal-laden mine waste (called “chat”) that dominate the
landscape on Quapaw land. In the early 2000s, Sen. Inhofe, using his influence as chairman of
Environment and Public Works Committee in the Senate and working with Quapaw tribal
leaders, brought upper management of the EPA and the Department of the Interior together by
facilitating an agreement and sponsoring legislation that would ease fear of liability and allow
the EPA to finally begin cleanup of mine waste on tribal lands. Since then, there has been more
mine waste cleaned up at Tar Creek than in the previous 30 years combined.

More than once in the article the author states that the Quapaw tribe has been “contracted” to
perform cleanup at Tar Creek. This represents a fundamental misunderstanding of the facts and
the nature of tribal sovereignty. Under the Superfund law, Indian tribes have the same status as
states where Superfund sites are concerned. The EPA cleanup funds that the Quapaw tribe’s
Environmental Office receives to clean up mine waste on tribal lands are channeled through an
inter-agency cooperative agreement — a funding method identical to EPA funding provided to
state agencies that participate in Superfund cleanups.

This method of cleanup funding has significant advantages over “contracting” out Superfund
cleanup work. By funding a tribe or state agency to perform the work themselves, it allows work
to be performed by local entities that know the communities in which they work, not to mention
the lower costs that result from avoiding the usual markups of multilayered contractors.

This local control and funding of the cleanups at Superfund sites is consistent with Pruitt’s
change in the focus of the Superfund program nationwide.

It should be noted that Tar Creek is the first Superfund site in the nation where an Indian tribe
has been given the lead by the EPA in site cleanup. It may be news to Malcom Burnley, but the
Quapaw tribe has scientists and engineers on staff to provide technical oversight and the tribe
has a construction division with heavy equipment and numerous tribal employees with
construction and earth moving equipment and experience. These enhancements were a direct
result of tribal leaders, the EPA and Sen. Inhofe and his staff working together for over a decade
to ensure that the tribe had the capacity and ability to perform this work.
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It is reasonable to expect that the tribe, the most adversely affected stakeholder at Tar Creek,
should benefit from the cleanup of its own lands. Accordingly, the Quapaw tribe has cleaned up
more waste and returned more acres to productive use since 2013, than was cleaned up in the
previous 30 years at Tar Creek.

The article states that “(a)s EPA administrator, he (Scott Pruitt) has assumed full responsibility
for the still-faltering cleanup.” As I pointed out above, the cleanup is far from “faltering,” and in
fact the state of Oklahoma — seeing how the tribe has achieved unprecedented progress in the
cleanup at Tar Creek — has entered into its own inter-agency agreement with the Quapaw tribe
to perform cleanup of contaminated nontribal land.

This state/tribe agreement 1s another nationwide first at a Superfund site. Not surprisingly, after
Pruitt sent his senior staff to visit Tar Creek this past summer and report back to him, they
reported that because of the tribe’s more than adequate capacity to perform the work at a lower
cost, and because of the tribe’s longstanding relationships with landowners and the local
communities, the current remediation work at Tar Creek should be a model for bringing new
approaches to large legacy Superfund sites.

Most of the article derides the Lead Impacted Communities Relocation Assistance Trust for
alleged mismanagement of the relocation of residents of the Tar Creek area. Although I am not
familiar with all of the inner workings of the LICRAT or the nature and validity of all of the
grievances of the relocated residents, I do know that all of the residents have been removed from
the hazards of the inevitable mine cave-ins that occur at the site on a regular basis.

Members of the LICRAT have also endeavored to see that the tribe ultimately receives the land
that was purchased so that the tribe can ensure that the land is remediated and eventually
converted into some form that can be safely used as a part of its land base.

It should also be noted that many residents living in the Tar Creek area were living on Quapaw
tribal land, and in many cases, did not know it because the BIA had not been collecting rent for
decades as it was required to. This resulted in some of the residents’ evident resentment toward
the LICRAT’s proposed buyout offers.

After decades of exploitation, environmental devastation, mismanagement of natural resources
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and broken promises, the Quapaw tribe, with the help of Sen. Inhofe, Pruitt and the EPA, and the
state of Oklahoma, has taken a leadership role at the Tar Creek site. With all due respect to the
former residents of the Tar Creek area and Politico, the real story at Tar Creek is this: The
members of an Indian tribe were promised land as a place to be Quapaw. Now they are taking it
back one truckful of mine waste at a time.

John Berrey is the chairman of the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma.

MissouriNet

https://www.missourinet.com/2017/12/19/missouri-lawmalkers-differ-on-fixing-st-louis-area-
landfill-before-epa-head-decides/

Missouri Lawmakers Differ on Fixing St. Louis Area Landfill before EPA Head Decides

By: Jason Taylor, 12/19/17

There are competing ideas among Missouri lawmakers for cleaning up the West Lake Landfill
Superfund Site west of St. Louis.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrator Scott Pruitt said earlier this month that
the government’s taken too long to address the issues while declaring that a decision would be
announced in January.

“There’s proposals that I’'m looking at this month to make a decision on West Lake. It’s a very
important issue to the people of St. Louis,” says Pruitt.

Back in May, bipartisan legislation was introduced by Missouri members of Congress to transfer
management of the site from the EPA to the Army Corp of Engineers.

ED_001863D_00002335-00013



Republican Roy Blunt and Democrat Claire McCaskill teamed up on a measure in the Senate,
while GOP member Ann Wagner and Democrat William Lace Clay, both St. Louis area
Congress members, file a companion bill in the House.

In October, Republican state Senator Mike Kehoe of Jefferson City sent a letter to the EPA’s
regional office in Kansas City, asking the agency to follow its own 2008 recommendation to
physically cap and isolate the material at the landfill forever.

Kehoe said in his letter that there continues to be no evidence of health risks to individuals living
or working near the West Lake site, and that excavating the waste would present unintended
hazards.

17 other Republican State Senators signed onto Kehoe’s letter, which claims excavation and
transportation of waste would create unnecessary exposure and public safety risks on roadways
and railways.

The correspondence also points out there’s concern among wildlife and aviation experts that
excavation would lead to the risk of bird strikes to aircraft approaching and leaving St. Louis’
Lambert Airport.

Kehoe’s letter expressed sympathy to those who worry their health may have been compromised
by the legacy of the Manhattan Project, a World War II nuclear bomb development program
which led to the dumping of contaminated waste at the West Lake site in the 1970’s.

An underground fire at the nearby Bridgeton Landfill, which has been burning since at least
2010, is making its way toward the radioactive material at West Lake.

While Kehoe’s letter dismisses the existence of health risks at West Lake, it states that
circumstances at nearby Coldwater Creek have been found to be wholly different.
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Kim Visintine of the Coldwater Creek group told Missourinet earlier this month people living in
that area have reported a list of health battles, including cancer, autoimmune disease, some
cannot have children and some children born with deformities.

EPA head Pruitt told a U.S. House committee in early December that he’ll release a decision
next month on what will be done at West Lake Landfill. The site will either be capped, as
Kehoe and the group of Republican State Senators want, or it will be excavated.

Meanwhile, Democratic State Senator Maria Chappelle-Nadal of University City refiled the
same measure she put forth last session to assist homeowners in contaminated areas.

Under the plan, if a federal or state environmental or state health agency determined a home to
be uninhabitable due to contamination from certain radiation, the owner would be eligible to sell
the home for fair market value through the Missouri contaminated home acquisition program
administered by the state Department of Natural Resources.

Chappelle-Nadal’s bill calls for up to $12.5 million to be dedicated to achieving the goal.

Politico

hitns://www.politico.com/story/2017/12/19/senate-white-house-trump-lav-groundwork-for-daca-
deal-306298

Senators, White House Lay Groundwork for Dreamers Deal

By: Seung Min Kim, Heather Caygle and Elana Schor, 12/19/17

Top senators and White House officials are laying the groundwork for a major immigration deal
in January to resolve the fate of young undocumented immigrants whose legal protections were
put in limbo by President Donald Trump.

At a Tuesday afternoon meeting with nearly a dozen senators deeply involved in immigration
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policy, White House chief of staff John Kelly pledged that the administration will soon present a
list of border security and other policy changes it wants as part of a broader deal on so-called
Dreamers, according to people who attended the meeting. The plan could come in a matter of
days, senators said.

About a half-dozen senators have been negotiating a bipartisan package prompted by Trump’s
decision to kill the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, an Obama-era executive
action that granted work permits to nearly 800,000 undocumented immigrants who came here as
minors. Yet the senators could not fully flesh out a deal before they knew what Trump was
willing to sign.

“We couldn’t finish this product, this bill, until we knew where the administration was,” Sen.
Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.), who has been negotiating a DACA compromise for weeks, said in an
interview after the meeting with Kelly. “And that’s why this meeting was so important.”

Congressional Republicans and the White House have long said any DACA deal would need to
be paired with security and other enforcement measures. Democrats say that's fine as long as the
provisions weren’t too onerous. But the border security question has been a sticking point for
weeks, as senators swapped proposals without cutting a deal, so far.

And while liberal Democrats and grass-roots activists are pressuring Congress to enact
permanent legal protections for Dreamers this year, both Democrats and Republicans at the
meeting with Kelly said there was a consensus that legislation wouldn’t pass before lawmakers
leave Washington. It was one of the clearest sign yet that a Dreamers agreement won't, to the
chagrin of liberals, come before 2018.

"Our belief is that if this matter is not resolved this week — and it's not likely to be resolved —
that come the omnibus and the caps, that we have another chance to finally come up with a
bipartisan package of things to include" by mid-January, said Sen. Dick Durbin (D-II1.), who also
attended the meeting. "The closer we get [to the March deadline], the more nervous I get, not to
mention the way these young people feel. I'm sorry that it's taken this long."

Flake said he believes he has a commitment from Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-
Ky.) to hold a cloture vote on the floor on an immigration deal by mid-January, before the next
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likely deadline to fund the government, Jan. 19.

A spokesman for McConnell did not immediately return a request for comment. But the majority
leader said during a Fox News interview that he has talked about the immigration issue with his
counterpart, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer of New York.

“No, we’ll not be doing DACA ... this week,” McConnell said. “That’s a matter to be discussed
next year. The president has given us until March to address that issue. We have plenty of time
to doit.”

At the Tuesday meeting, Kelly and other administration officials went into detail about how
much of the southern border is currently fenced and how much more the White House would
want in exchange for a DACA deal, according to people who attended.

Senators also pressed the White House on other immigration demands, such as an overhaul of the
nation’s asylum system or a change in policy toward unaccompanied minors who are
apprehended at the southern border, and whether they needed to be included in the current
DACA talks.

“Which of those policy items, or immigration law changes, do we need to make as part of this
and what can wait for something else?” Flake said, summing up the questions from senators.
“There’s a lot of nice things we need to do as part of broader comprehensive reform, but we need
to have a bill in January and we need to know what has to be in it and what the administration
will support.”

The bipartisan group of senators — Flake and Durbin, Michael Bennet (D-Colo.), James
Lankford (R-Okla.), Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and Cory Gardner (R-
Colo.) — has discussed a legalization plan that would marry the DREAM Act, drafted by Durbin
and Graham, with a more conservative proposal for Dreamers written by Tillis and Lankford,
Flake said.

Those seven senators attended Tuesday’s meeting with Kelly, as did Senate Majority Whip John
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Cornyn (R-Texas), and Republican Sens. Tom Cotton of Arkansas and David Perdue of Georgia.

“I think what we’re trying to do is to get some clarity from the administration on what they
require by way of border security and other enforcement measures,” Cornyn said as he left the
meeting. “We got a promise to provide it to us and hopefully we’ll get that in short order. Maybe
even this week.”

Republicans’ commitment to taking up a DACA deal next month won’t spare Democrats the fury
of liberal groups that have demanded that any spending bill this year include a solution for
Dreamers.

Democratic leaders have signaled that they won’t risk a government shutdown this month to
secure relief for the Dreamers, though some lawmakers have vowed to withhold their votes for
any must-pass funding measure without an immigration fix.

Durbin, the influential second-ranking Senate Democrat, is firmly in the camp of senators who
won't vote for a spending bill without help for Dreamers. That group also includes liberal Sens.
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), Kamala Harris (D-Calif.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), and Elizabeth
Warren (D-Mass.).

Durbin was asked by reporters Tuesday if there was a divide between him and Schumer over
where to draw the line on the issue, and acknowledged that there "may be."

Schumer, for his part, put Republicans on notice Tuesday that they shouldn’t count on
Democratic votes for a short-term funding package that includes just some of Democrats'
priorities — such as children’s health insurance — while leaving immigration for next year.

In the House, lawmakers, including several in the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, privately say
they don’t see a path to secure a legislative fix for Dreamers before the end of the year. They
acknowledge that the sides are now positioning themselves for a fight in January.
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) touched on dynamics during a private leadership
meeting Monday night.

“We need to stick [together] and show that they need us,” said one Democratic member with
knowledge of the strategy going into January. Republicans “are not going to be able to keep
going on with the CRs. ... Then we’re at an inflection point in January.”

That hasn’t stopped some members from making a last-ditch effort to reach a bipartisan
agreement, in hopes Democrats can use it as leverage in the House if Republicans need their
votes to pass a short-term funding bill later this week.

“I believe that my leadership is gonna close the deal and I have to believe that,” said CHC Chair
Michelle Lujan Grisham (D-N.M.), noting she’s canceled all Christmas travel to stay in
Washington and work on a legislative fix.

Reps. Will Hurd (R-Texas) and Pete Aguilar (D-Calif.) are behind one effort that would pair a
proposal similar to the DREAM Act with border security, according to several members.

And the Problem Solvers Caucus, a bipartisan group of 48 moderate Democrats and
Republicans, is preparing to publicly embrace a specific proposal in the next day or two. A
subset of the group has been working for weeks to hammer out an agreement and the entire
caucus planned to meet again Tuesday night.

“There’s certainly scenarios where this could get done this week. I'm not an expert on how all
these pieces could unfold,” said Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.), a co-chairman of the group. “But
everything is clearly on the table, which is why we think it’s important we move and move
quickly here.”
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Bloomberg
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tax-win

Christmas Comes Early for Trump with Tax Win

By: Kathleen Hunter, 12/20/17

After a year of infighting, frustration and failure, President Donald Trump and his Republicans
finally have something to celebrate.

The Senate early this morning passed the largest U.S. tax overhaul in more than three decades
with barely a vote to spare, bringing Trump to the brink of his first big legislative win. One more
(likely routine) vote in the House and the bill could be on his desk as soon as this afternoon.

The legislation - passed before Christmas, as Trump urged just two months earlier - quiets
questions about the fractious party's ability to govern. The measure’s repeal of the Obamacare
insurance mandate also helps salve the wounds from Republican struggles to repeal the broader
law earlier this year.

But the celebration may be short-lived. Congress must quickly pass a spending bill by Friday to
avoid a holiday government shutdown.

The new year will bring more spending showdowns, Russia probe revelations and a midterm
election in which the Democrats are increasingly favored to take back at least one house of
Congress. The tax bill, with most of its benefits going to corporations and the rich, will provide
ample fodder for the campaigns ahead.

Want to receive this post in your inbox every morning? Sign up for the Balance of Power
newsletter, and follow Bloomberg Politics on Twitter and Facebook for more.
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Senator Tim Scott, a Republican from South Carolina, center, speaks during a news conference
with Senate Republicans

Yahoo!

hitps://www.vahoo.com/news/congress-discloses-3-more-sexual-211917622 himl

Congress Discloses 3 More Sexual-Harassment Settlements

By: Lisa Ryan, 12/19/17

The Office of Compliance of the U.S. House of Representatives revealed on Tuesday three
additional sexual-harassment settlements it paid out, totaling $115,000, the Hill reports. The
disclosure comes just one month after the Washington Postrevealed the Office paid more than
$17 million since 1997 to settle 264 workplace complaints (including harassment allegations).

According to the Hill, the three payments were made between fiscal years 2008 through 2012.
Yet, the disclosure doesn’t include any information about the recipients of the settlements, or
from which offices the complaints originated.

Representative Gregg Harper, the chair of the House Administration Committee, released a
statement, saying that his group had asked for a breakdown of the $17 million total amount paid
to settle the aforementioned complaints. Harper added that the committee still hasn’t received all
of the requested information.

“We must create a culture within our Capitol Hill community that instills in every employee and
employer, new and old, that there is no place for sexual harassment in the halls of Congress,”
Harper said.

However, on Monday, the Senate’s Office of Compliance rejected a bid by Senator Tim Kaine to
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release information about that chamber’s sexual-harassment settlements, claiming it would
violate confidentiality rules. “The [Office of Compliance] shares your concern over the issue of
sexual harassment in Congressional workplaces, and we stand ready to work with Members,
Committees, and other employing offices to promote awareness and prevention of this problem,’
the office wrote in a letter, per the Hill.

2

The Oklahoman

hitps://www.oklahoman com/oklahoma-incentive-review-shows-flaws-of-political -
planning/article/5576567

Incentive Review Shows Value of Tax Simplicity

By: Editorial Board, 12/20/17

THIS year, the state's Incentive Evaluation Commission reviewed 12 state economic tax
incentives and ultimately voted to repeal five. Revenue increases associated with those repeal
votes will be relatively minor. Instead, the biggest impact of the commission's work may be that
it reinforces the fact that politicians have a poor record when it comes to identifying and
nurturing job creation via targeted tax breaks.

In some instances, breaks have been designed to support companies that are producing fewer
jobs than those produced by non-taxpayer supported industries. The commission found this was
the case even for the Quality Jobs Act, generally considered one of the state's better business-
incentive programs.

The commission's final report notes, “Industries incentivized by Quality Jobs have shown slower
growth in employment and annual average pay over the last five years, compared to the State as
a whole. Employment in incentivized industries contracted by 2.9 percent, while the State as a
whole expanded by 2.5 percent.”

The report reveals that Quality Jobs payments during the past five years “have gone to industries
lagging behind State growth in employment and annual average pay.” In fact, only 27 percent of
payments went to establishments with growth in employment, total wages and average annual
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wage that exceeded state averages.

The commission reached similar conclusions regarding the Small Employer Quality Jobs
program. “The industry group decreased employment over the last five years, as overall State
employment expanded.”

Since 1987, Oklahoma has offered a Home Office Tax Credit to insurance companies that
establish home or regional home offices in Oklahoma and meet certain employment levels. The
Incentive Evaluation Commission's final report notes, “The credit appears to have had little
impact on the State's insurance industry employment in recent years. Insurance industry
employment in Oklahoma has declined by 4.2 percent since 2001, while neighboring states, most
of which do not have a similar home office incentive, have experienced growth ranging from 6 to
30 percent.”

Other credits fared worse, or lacked sufficient data to even measure their worth.

Oklahoma has had a High Impact Quality Jobs program since 1994. The commission found the
incentive “has never been used” and the state Department of Commerce “no longer promotes the
program on its website due to lack of interest.”

The debate over Oklahoma's capital gain deduction was marred by what the commission deemed
a “dearth of data.” The group also reported there is “insufficient data to accurately estimate or
verify the total economic or tax revenue impacts of the clean-burning fuel vehicle credit.”

Then there's the Ethanol Fuel Retailer Tax Credit. The commission reports, “Based on the
economic and fiscal impact analysis, it appears the annual incentives offered under this program
exceed the tax revenue generated by additional household spending by Oklahoma residents.”

The commission's work reinforces the value of tax simplicity. Keeping tax rates low, applying
them evenly across the board, and then letting market forces determine individual companies'
success or failure works better than depending on politicians to somehow “guide” the process.
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To: Abboud, Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Beach,
Christopher[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.govl]; Daniell,
Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov}; Hewitt, James[hewitt.james@epa.govl]; Konkus,
John[konkus.john@epa.gov};, Wilcox, Jahanjwilcox.jahan@epa.gov]}

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tue 2/13/2018 3:01:52 PM

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 2.13.18

thanks

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:29 AM

To: Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>;
Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell . kelsi@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus john@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan
<wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR APPROVAL: EPA News Highlights 2.13.18

EPA News Highlights 2.13.18

The Washineton Examiner: EPA Reaches $10 Million Settlement With Shell

Energy giant Shell agreed to install $10 million in emissions control equipment at a Louisiana
chemical plant as part of a settlement Monday with the Environmental Protection Agency and
Justice Department. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said the agreement demonstrates the
agency's "dedication" to working with the states to pursue violations of federal clean air laws and
bring violating companies into compliance. “This settlement will improve air quality for citizens
of Louisiana by reducing emissions of harmful air pollution,” Pruitt said. The EPA, Justice
Department and the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality announced the settlement
with Shell Chemical for emissions violations stemming from the company's chemical plant in
Norco, La. The settlement will result in the elimination of more than 150 tons of excess
emissions of harmful air pollutants. It resolves charges that Shell violated the Clean Air Act and
state law by not properly operating flaring units to burn off excess gases. The settlement, in
addition to making the $10 million in improvements, also fined the company civil penalties
totaling $350,000, including $87,500 to state regulators.

F&E News: Trump Wants To End EPA Dredee | Andl Fill Permitting, Vetoes
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The Trump administration wants to eliminate U.S. EPA authority over dredging and filling the
nation's wetlands and waterways. The proposal — which would require congressional approval
— was included in the Trump administration's infrastructure plan released today. The plan would
give the Army Corps of Engineers complete authority over the Clean Water Act Section 404
program, taking EPA out of the process. The administration also wants to eliminate EPA's 404(c)
veto power over permits it disagrees with. The proposal would mean the Army Corps would be
solely responsible for reviewing project proposals and permitting them.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: No, 2 Wisconsin DMRE official joins Cathv Stepp at regsional
office of the EPA in Chicago

A second top state official at the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is moving to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s regional office in Chicago — an agency that oversees
federal regulatory issues in the Midwest, including Wisconsin. Kurt Thiede, deputy secretary of
the DNR, is joining the EPA as chief of staff for Cathy Stepp, the recently appointed regional
administrator of the environmental enforcement agency. Thiede was appointed deputy DNR
secretary in March 2015 by Republican Gov. Scott Walker and has worked at the state agency
since 1999 in a variety of positions. He told fellow employees in a memo Monday that one of his
goals had been to change the perception that the DNR was a regulatory agency to be feared. The
move of Stepp and now Thiede to the EPA comes at a time when Foxconn Technology Group
has started to submit environmental permit applications to the DNR for a massive industrial
complex in Racine County.

Oklahoma Enerov Todav: EPA Disasrees With Auditor Jones Over Tar Creek Trust

Oklahoma State Auditor and Inspector Gary Jones apparently has a different opinion about the
way contracts were handled by the Trust created to handle the relocation of homes and
businesses at the Tar Creek Superfund site. He thinks there might have been criminal
wrongdoing. But the Tulsa World reported over the weekend that a federal investigator
concluded otherwise. The paper said a 2013 report by the Environmental Protection Agency’s
Office of Inspector General claimed there were no irregularities or violations of law concerning
the handling of the bids and contracts at Tar Creek in northeast Oklahoma. The paper quoted the
investigator from the report. “Extensive record reviews and interviews were conducted and did
not disclose evidence to support the allegations,” Special Agent Susan Chandler wrote in the
OIG report. The OIG report was initially obtained by a member of the Lead-Impacted
Communities Relocation Assistance Trust in 2014.

Bloombero BNA: Water Infrastructure Amone Few EPA Winners In Trump Budeoet Plan

Water infrastructure funding would be essentially shielded from the deep cuts the Trump
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administration is seeking in Environmental Protection Agency funding in fiscal 2019, even as the
president seeks to eliminate or greatly reduce regional water quality programs. The president’s
budget request released Feb. 12 would provide $6.15 billion to the EPA for the fiscal year that
begins Oct. 1, a reduction of about 25 percent from the fiscal 2017 enacted levels. A proposed
cut that deep is expected to encounter resistance from Senate Democrats and even some
Republicans. At the same time, the proposed budget would maintain funding levels for EPA-
funded water infrastructure projects. Overall, the EPA’s two largest water funds, which provide
money to states for infrastructure loans, would receive almost $2.3 billion in fiscal 2019.

National News Highlights 2.13.18

The Wall Street Journal: Shale Output Hasnt Grown This Fast Since Ol Was At 8100

U.S. shale companies are churning out crude oil at a record pace that could overwhelm global
demand and reverse the oil market’s fragile recovery, a top energy-market observer said
Tuesday. U.S. shale production is growing faster in 2018 than it did even during the boom years
of $100 a barrel oil prices from 2011 to 2014, said the International Energy Agency in its closely
watched monthly report. The difference this time: Oil prices are about 40% lower. The situation
1s “reminiscent of the first wave of U.S. shale growth,” when a flood of American oil built up a
global glut that sent prices crashing over four years ago, said the Paris-based IEA, which advises
governments and corporations on energy trends. Oil prices fell after the report’s release in
Europe before recovering somewhat. Brent, the international benchmark was down 0.06% at
$62.55 while U.S. prices were down 0.27% at $59.13.

Bloombero: Americans Expect Bicoest Pav Jump In Years

Americans are more optimistic about wage growth than they have been in years. U.S. consumers
anticipate earnings will rise 2.73 percent in the coming year, the most since data collection began
in 2013, according to the results of a New York Fed survey released Monday and conducted last
month. January was only the third month in the survey’s 56-month history in which expected
wage growth topped expected consumer price inflation, which fell slightly, to 2.71 percent.

The Wall Street Journal: Trump’s Bie Public Works Die

The real earth-moving parts of Mr. Trump’s plan are the regulatory reforms, some of which will
need to be fleshed out. The President wants to establish “one agency, one decision” for
environmental reviews that would avoid regulatory hop-scotch. Good idea. Mr. Trump also
suggests reducing environmental reviews to two years that can now drag out for a decade. Even
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many Democrats would like to expedite their favorite projects that have been grounded due to
the discovery of a tiger salamander or other endangered species. Another idea with merit is
delegating environmental review and permitting decisions to states. California has been assigned
these responsibilities under agreements with the Federal Highway Administration, as have
Texas, Florida and Ohio. According to Gov. Brown, California has reduced the approval process
from the “notice of intent to final environmental impact statement” on highway projects on
average by 10 years. Tucked into the plan is modest flexibility on Buy America requirements
and Davis-Bacon, which requires contractors on federal projects to pay workers prevailing
wages set by unions. These raise construction costs. While this flexibility is commendable, Mr.
Trump’s plan will also require tens of thousands of more workers. The Associated General
Contractors of America reported last month that 78% of contractors had a hard time hiring.
Apprenticeships can make up some of the shortage, but the government will need to increase H-
2B visas to avoid delays or exorbitant project costs. Democrats are ripping the President’s plan,
and no doubt many think they can get more money if they win control of Congress in November.
But they shouldn’t be so sure. President Trump deserves credit for opening a debate in Congress
about why merely spending more on public works won’t help the public.

TRUMP TWEETS

The Washington Examiner

hitp://'www . washingtonexaminer.com/epa-reaches-10-million-settlement-with-
shell/article/2648888

EPA Reaches $10 Million Settlement With Shell

By John Siciliano, 2/12/18

Energy giant Shell agreed to install $10 million in emissions control equipment at a Louisiana
chemical plant as part of a settlement Monday with the Environmental Protection Agency and
Justice Department.

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said the agreement demonstrates the agency's "dedication” to
working with the states to pursue violations of federal clean air laws and bring violating
companies into compliance.
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“This settlement will improve air quality for citizens of Louisiana by reducing emissions of
harmful air pollution,” Pruitt said.

The EPA, Justice Department and the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
announced the settlement with Shell Chemical for emissions violations stemming from the
company's chemical plant in Norco, La.

The settlement will result in the elimination of more than 150 tons of excess emissions of
harmful air pollutants. It resolves charges that Shell violated the Clean Air Act and state law by
not properly operating flaring units to burn off excess gases.

The settlement, in addition to making the $10 million in improvements, also fined the company
civil penalties totaling $350,000, including $87,500 to state regulators.

“This agreement is the latest in EPA’s and the Justice Department’s continuing efforts to work
with our state partners to protect the American public from harmful air pollution,” said Jeffrey
Wood, the Justice Department’s acting assistant attorney general for environment and natural
resources.

E&E News

hitps://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/2018/02/12/stortes/ 106007364 1

Trump Wants To End EPA Dredge JAnd Fill Permitting, Vetoes

By Ariel Wittenberg, 2/12/18

The Trump administration wants to eliminate U.S. EPA authority over dredging and filling the
nation's wetlands and waterways.

The proposal — which would require congressional approval — was included in the Trump
administration's infrastructure plan released today.
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The plan would give the Army Corps of Engineers complete authority over the Clean Water Act
Section 404 program, taking EPA out of the process.

The administration also wants to eliminate EPA's 404(c) veto power over permits it disagrees
with.

The proposal would mean the Army Corps would be solely responsible for reviewing project
proposals and permitting them.

While EPA and the Army Corps would continue working on current efforts to rewrite
regulations defining which wetlands and small waterways are subject to the Clean Water Act, the
administration apparently wants EPA's authority to end there.

Not only would the Army Corps be the only agency to issue jurisdictional determinations about
whether specific projects need permits for dredging and filling, the administration also wants to
"eliminate duplicative oversight" by removing EPA's veto authority over Army Corps 404
permits.

"The threat of the veto creates significant uncertainty and delays permit decisions," the proposal
says. "Removing EPA's authority to veto a 404 permit would make the permitting process more
efficient and predictable.”

That could have major ramifications for projects nationwide, especially the Pebble mine project
in southwestern Alaska.

Last month, U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt unexpectedly withdrew his attempt to quash
proposed pre-emptive restrictions on the controversial mine project (Greenwire, Jan. 30).

ED_001863D_00002341-00006



Today's proposal would render that meaningless by eliminating 404(c) altogether, leaving
Pebble's critics with only EPA's science showing "significant and irreversible harm."

EPA and Army Corps' joint administration of dredging and filling permits dates back to the
Clean Water Act's 1972 passage. A deal between the House and Senate during CWA
negotiations maintained the Army Corps' traditional authority over dredging and filling as EPA
became responsible for water pollution from those projects (Greenwire, June 29, 2017).

The agencies agreed in 1979 that while the Army Corps would be the primary permit
administrator, EPA would have the final say. In 1992, the agencies signed another agreement
that they would jointly participate in a dual review.

The administration's proposal follows requests from energy companies this fall that EPA be
eliminated from 404 permitting.

"Unfortunately, the extreme difference in opinions and backgrounds between the agencies has
created a significant disruption in their coordination and program administration," coal company
Murray Energy Corp. wrote to the Army Corps in October. "Each agency is struggling to manage
the program as they see fit creating an uncertainty and unclear path of progression for the
applicants.”

The comments were in response to the Army Corps' requests for comments on 30 regulations
that "might be appropriate for repeal, replacement or modification" (Greenwire, Oct. 20, 2017).

The Waters Advocacy Coalition, which comprises more than 60 industry groups, also asked the
Army Corps to withdraw from both the 1979 and 1992 agreements.

The 1979 agreement, the coalition wrote, "allows EPA to delay and/or second-guess the Corps
expertise."”
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That position is also supported by several construction and farming groups.

"Recognizing the Corps' authority over its own 404 program would promote consistency and
certainty, as permit holders could rely on a jurisdictional determination or 404 permit issued by
the Corps without having to wonder if EPA will insert itself into the decision making process
and undermine the Corps' positions," the National Association of Home Builders wrote.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

https://www isonline.com/storv/mews/politics/2018/02/12/no-2-wisconsin-dnr-official-ioins-
cathv-stepp-regional-office-epa-chicaso/330657002/

No. 2 Wisconsin DNR official joins Cathy Stepp at regional office of the EPA in Chicago

By Lee Bergquist, 2/12/18

A second top state official at the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is moving to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s regional office in Chicago — an agency that oversees
federal regulatory issues in the Midwest, including Wisconsin.

Kurt Thiede, deputy secretary of the DNR, is joining the EPA as chief of staff for Cathy Stepp,
the recently appointed regional administrator of the environmental enforcement agency.

Thiede was appointed deputy DNR secretary in March 2015 by Republican Gov. Scott Walker
and has worked at the state agency since 1999 in a variety of positions. He told fellow employees
in a memo Monday that one of his goals had been to change the perception that the DNR was a
regulatory agency to be feared.

The move of Stepp and now Thiede to the EPA comes at a time when Foxconn Technology
Group has started to submit environmental permit applications to the DNR for a massive
industrial complex in Racine County.
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The Foxconn project is likely to require some federal environmental reviews or oversight.

Foxconn is planning to construct a $10 billion flat-screen plant in Mount Pleasant. The Taiwan
company has already won exemptions from some state environmental rules as part of a state
financial incentive package.

The EPA said earlier this month that Stepp has stepped aside from involvement in two ongoing
regulatory cases in Wisconsin because of previous ties when she was at the DNR.

Those two cases involve pollution problems at barrel refurbishing plants in St. Francis,
Milwaukee and Oak Creek and a longstanding EPA review of the DNR’s water regulation
program.

Asked if Stepp would recuse herself in other cases, an EPA spokeswoman told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel on Feb. 6 that Stepp is “consulting with EPA ethics officials to determine
which, if any, additional matters she should recuse herself from.” The spokeswoman said
Monday she had no additional details.

As for Thiede, the spokeswoman said, "Mr. Thiede will consult with EPA ethics officials to
determine which matters he should recuse himself from."

Under the Walker administration, Thiede has played an influential role as an experienced agency
insider in a department whose top managers mostly came from the outside.

In a memo to DNR employees on Monday, Thiede said:

"When I started to take on leadership roles at the agency I wanted to make sure we began to
change the narrative that the DNR was something to be feared, avoided, or maligned.
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"I wanted the agency to be viewed as a partner, a resource, and I feel like we have made great
strides in this area. I understand that by the nature of our work we can’t make everyone happy all
the time, but we can change perceptions and make sure that any experience with the agency is
professional, respectful and enlightening.”

Stepp, a Republican and former builder and state senator from Racine County, oversaw all
environmental regulations in Wisconsin as secretary from 2011 until August.

She left the DNR in August for a post in the Trump administration in the Kansas City office of
the EPA. On Dec. 19, she was appointed to head up the Midwest regional office in Chicago.

The regional office oversees Wisconsin, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota and Ohio.

In Madison, DNR Secretary Dan Meyer said Ed Eberle, the assistant deputy secretary, will
become the No. 2 official in the agency.

In another move, Pat Stevens, administrator of the environmental management division of the
DNR, will become assistant deputy secretary.

Oklahoma Energy Today

http://www.okenergyvtoday.com/2018/02/epa-disagrees-with-auditor-jones-over-tar-creek-trust/

EPA Disagrees With Auditor Jones Over Tar Creek Trust

By Jerry Bohnen, 2/12/18

Oklahoma State Auditor and Inspector Gary Jones apparently has a different opinion about the
way contracts were handled by the Trust created to handle the relocation of homes and
businesses at the Tar Creek Superfund site.
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He thinks there might have been criminal wrongdoing. But the Tulsa World reported over the
weekend that a federal investigator concluded otherwise. The paper said a 2013 report by the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Inspector General claimed there were no
irregularities or violations of law concerning the handling of the bids and contracts at Tar Creek
in northeast Oklahoma.

The paper quoted the investigator from the report.

“Extensive record reviews and interviews were conducted and did not disclose evidence to
support the allegations,” Special Agent Susan Chandler wrote in the OIG report.

The OIG report was initially obtained by a member of the Lead-Impacted Communities
Relocation Assistance Trust in 2014.

The investigation and conclusions drawn by the State Auditor were submitted to then-Attorney
General Scott Pruitt who chose not to release the report. Current Attorney General Mike Hunter
agreed also not to release it.

Jones still contends his report should be released to the public.

“If the attorney general thinks the auditor and inspector’s office did shoddy work, I’d think he’d
want the public to see it,” Jones told the paper last week.

The OIG report lists 15 allegations against LICRAT and project engineer Jack Dalrymple. The
World reported they deal with claims that Dalrymple and perhaps trust members conspired to rig
the bidding process on a $3 million contract to remove and dispose of abandoned buildings and
otherwise rehabilitate the Tar Creek site.
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Dalrymple told the newspaper he thinks the Auditor and Inspector’s report should be made
public and he’s not afraid of its release, adding, “I can tell you every single person on that trust
was honest and true.”

Bloomberg BNA

hitps://www . bna.com/water-infrastructure-among-n37982088642/

Water Infrastructure Among Few EPA Winners In Trump Budget Plan

By Dean Scott, 2/12/18

Water infrastructure funding would be essentially shielded from the deep cuts the Trump
administration is seeking in Environmental Protection Agency funding in fiscal 2019, even as the
president seeks to eliminate or greatly reduce regional water quality programs.

The president’s budget request released Feb. 12 would provide $6.15 billion to the EPA for the
fiscal year that begins Oct. 1, a reduction of about 25 percent from the fiscal 2017 enacted levels.
A proposed cut that deep is expected to encounter resistance from Senate Democrats and even
some Republicans.

At the same time, the proposed budget would maintain funding levels for EPA-funded water
infrastructure projects. Overall, the EPA’s two largest water funds, which provide money to
states for infrastructure loans, would receive almost $2.3 billion in fiscal 2019.

This $2.3 billion allocation is separate from the $20 billion proposed to go to EPA in the
president’s infrastructure proposal, which was also released Feb. 12. The $20 billion in the
infrastructure plan would be used as matching funds meant to spur states, cities, and private
companies to move forward on projects.

Before Congress last week reached a two-year budget deal, which Trump signed Feb. 9, the
administration planned to cut more than $380 million from the infrastructure fund that goes
toward wastewater projects. That would have been a more than 27 percent reduction from fiscal
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2017, the last year for which detailed full-year budget figures exist.

The administration instead kept funding for the wastewater program and for the EPA’s drinking
water infrastructure program after the budget deal was reached.

Great Lakes, Chesapeake Cleanups Cut

But funding for most regional water quality programs, in which the EPA supports cooperative
efforts by states, would take a big hit under the Trump administration’s fiscal 2019 request. It is
seeking to eliminate EPA support for all such regional programs, with the exception of the
Chesapeake Bay and the Great Lakes. Those two programs would be cut to 90 percent below the
fiscal 2017 enacted levels.

The Chesapeake Bay regional cleanup effort would receive $7.3 million in fiscal 2019, down
from the fiscal 2017 level of $73 million level, and the Great Lakes regional effort would receive
$30 million, down from $300 million in fiscal 2017. The Trump administration proposed to
eliminate those programs as well in its 2018 budget request, but Congress kept the funding.

Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) vowed to fight to restore that funding for the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative.

“This is outrageous,” Stabenow said in a Feb. 12 statement. “People across Michigan spoke out
and took action last year to stop these cuts and I know they’ll do so again.”

State water pollution programs also would get less funding under the Trump administration’s
budget plan. The White House is proposing $153 million for those EPA-funded programs, 33
percent below the enacted fiscal 2017 levels.

State Grant Cuts Sought

Trump also took aim once again at funding for state grants to reduce nonpoint source pollution,
which comes from diffuse sources such as land runoff. His EPA budget proposal would
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eliminate funding for them in fiscal 2019.

The agency “will continue to coordinate with the United States Department of Agriculture to
target funding where appropriate to address nonpoint sources,” the administration said in its EPA
budget request.

The White House also is proposing to eliminate funding for beach protection, contending that
local governments have acquired expertise and procedures to carry out this program without
federal funding and technical assistance.

Whether the EPA will actually see an overall cut in those programs or its overall fiscal 2019
budget will depend in part on how Congress allocates increased spending it approved as part of a
two-year budget deal that boosted both domestic and defense spending. The White House
included an addendum in its budget plan released Feb. 12 to reflect that infusion of funds.

The EPA addendum would provide a boost of $724 million to the EPA, which is included in the
$6.15 billion the White House requested in total. The White House proposed to use the
additional funding for Superfund sites and EPA-funded state and tribal grants for drinking water
and wastewater infrastructure projects.

Fees Boost Chemical Program

The EPA’s chemicals program would see an increase in funding under the budget request, thanks
to expected fees from the chemical industry.

The EPA requested $58.6 million for the chemicals program, which would represent an 8.8
percent cut from fiscal 2017 enacted levels. However, the EPA anticipates it would more than
make up that difference through fees from chemical manufacturers, importers, and processors.

Updates to the nation’s chemicals law authorized those fees to help defray agency costs. The
EPA recently proposed a fee rule that presumes the agency would collect about $20 million
annually.
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The Wall Street Journal

https://'www.wsi.com/articles/u-s-crude-output-expected-to-outpace-demand-iea-says-
1518512404

Shale Output Hasn’t Grown This Fast Since Qil Was At $100

By Christopher Alessi, 2/13/18

LONDON—U S. shale companies are churning out crude oil at a record pace that could
overwhelm global demand and reverse the oil market’s fragile recovery, a top energy-market
observer said Tuesday.

U.S. shale production is growing faster in 2018 than it did even during the boom years of $100 a
barrel oil prices from 2011 to 2014, said the International Energy Agency in its closely watched
monthly report. The difference this time: Oil prices are about 40% lower.

The situation is “reminiscent of the first wave of U.S. shale growth,” when a flood of American
oil built up a global glut that sent prices crashing over four years ago, said the Paris-based IEA,
which advises governments and corporations on energy trends.

Oil prices fell after the report’s release in Europe before recovering somewhat. Brent, the
international benchmark was down 0.06% at $62.55 while U.S. prices were down 0.27% at
$59.13.

Shale producers “cut costs dramatically” during the nearly three-year-long oil industry downturn,
the IEA said. They then took advantage of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries cartel’s decision to cut its own output, which helped prices rise from the low $40s to
over $70 a barrel as recently as late last month.
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“All the indicators that suggest continued fast growth in the U.S. are in perfect alignment,” the
IEA said.

The result has been a series of milestones for U.S. oil production, which surpassed 10 million
barrels a day for the first time since 1970 and 1s now higher than Saudi Arabian output. The IEA
said the U.S. could catch up with Russia this year, the world’s biggest producer at 11 million
barrels a day.

Led by U.S. shale companies, crude output from non-OPEC nations is expected to outpace the
growth in oil demand in 2018, the IEA said. That is an important data point for oil traders who
have been watching to see if shale production could catch up to robust demand that has been
fueled by a strong global economy.

“U.S. shale is growing as sharply as it was in 2013-2014,” said Bjarne Schieldrop, chief
commodities analyst at SEB Markets. But the situation is different now because of the OPEC-led
agreement to curb production, Mr. Schieldrop added.

OPEC and 10 other countries including Russia—whose combined output accounts for over 55%
of global supply—have been steadfast in their resolve to cut output. These countries have cut far
more than the 1.8 million barrels a day they promised, according to the IEA.

The shale-oil growth will apply downward pressure on prices in the coming weeks. But as long
as OPEC sticks to the deal, there won’t be a dramatic correction like there was in 2014, when
prices fell from $114 a barrel to less than $70, Mr. Schieldrop said. Demand for OPEC oil “is not
going to decline this year,” he said.

Until two weeks ago, oil prices had risen almost nonstop for over six months.

The optimistic sentiment was driven not only by OPEC but also by strong economic news,
geopolitical flare-ups in Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Iran, and supply outages in Venezuela and the
U K. Oil storage levels—a gauge of a still-existing oversupply—have come down.
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The IEA said commercial oil inventories in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development—a group of industrialized, oil-consuming nations, including the U.S.—fell by 55.6
million barrels in December, in the largest drop since 2011.

“The huge drop in inventories is a bullish signal,” said Giovanni Staunovo, commodities analyst
at UBS Wealth Management.

But inventory levels in the U.S. have begun to rise again, after months of falling, as U.S. output
rises.

U.S. crude output in January climbed by 1.3 million barrels a day compared with a year earlier,
according to the IEA. Shale output accounted for much of those gains and is forecast to grow
1.25 million barrels a day on its own in 2018—its fastest rate ever, the IEA said.

The numbers represent a turnaround for a U.S. shale industry that was once dismissed as too high-
cost to survive when oil prices fell from their peak several years ago.

Bloomberg

https://www.bloomberg com/news/articles/2018-02-12/americans-expect-bigoest-pay-jump-1n-
years

Americans Expect Biggest Pay Jump In Years

By Matthew Boesler, 2/12/18

Americans are more optimistic about wage growth than they have been in years. U.S. consumers
anticipate earnings will rise 2.73 percent in the coming year, the most since data collection began
in 2013, according to the results of a New York Fed survey released Monday and conducted last
month. January was only the third month in the survey’s 56-month history in which expected
wage growth topped expected consumer price inflation, which fell slightly, to 2.71 percent.
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The Wall Street Journal
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Trump’s Big Public Works Dig

By The Wall Street Journal Editorial Board, 2/12/18

The White House on Monday unveiled its plan to raise $1.5 trillion in capital for public works.
This will cause sticker shock among Republicans, but the President’s innovative regulatory
reforms deserve debate and may even garner some Democratic support.

President Trump is proposing to spend $200 billion in federal funds to leverage $1.3 trillion in
state, local and private investment in public works. This bid is probably dead on arrival since
Republicans have little appetite for more spending after blowing the budget sequestration caps
last week.

Many bridges and airports need a face-lift, though claims of crumbling roads are overwrought
and often politically motivated. One problem is that public works like other discretionary
programs are being squeezed by entitlements, which constitute nearly two-thirds of federal
spending. But even while politicians in Washington gripe that we—always the royal
“we”—don’t spend enough on public works, they consistently prioritize other discretionary
programs.

Consider: Of the $787 billion stimulus in 2009, only about $60 billion financed public works.
Most was spent on safety-net programs and other progressive causes. More Hurricane Sandy
recovery money went to “community development” than repairing train tunnels.

Many projects that do receive federal funding aren’t national priorities, such as California’s
bullet train. That’s because the government typically awards “competitive” grants to politically
favored projects rather than those that would produce the biggest economic benefits. The Obama
Administration rigged cost-benefit analysis to reward projects that would promote public
housing and reduce carbon emissions.
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Mr. Trump’s plan includes $100 billion in “incentives” to spur state and private investment; $50
billion for rural projects; $30 billion in revolving federal credit and capital funds; and $20 billion
for “bold and innovative projects” that may not attract private investment “because of the
project’s unique characteristics.” By any other name, this is a national infrastructure bank
synonymous with cronyism.

State and local governments have shown they’re willing to finance worthwhile projects.
According to the Pew Charitable Trusts, more than half of states have raised gas taxes over the
past five years to pay for public works. Many innovative projects have no trouble attracting
private investment. Consider the Cadiz pipeline, which aims to move 16.3 billion gallons of
groundwater each year from the Mojave Desert to Southern California. Or the new desalination
plant in Carlsbad, Calif.

Mr. Trump and Congress should instead focus new federal funding on national or regional
priorities such as improving port security and repairing the Hudson River train tunnels, which
would benefit most of the Northeast. Congress could also shift from categorical and competitive
grants to block grants that give governors flexibility. This would also make state and local
politicians more accountable for their spending. Let California Gov. Jerry Brown choose
between spending billions more on his bullet train in the Central Valley or improving commuter
rail in the Bay Area.

The real earth-moving parts of Mr. Trump’s plan are the regulatory reforms, some of which will
need to be fleshed out. The President wants to establish “one agency, one decision” for
environmental reviews that would avoid regulatory hop-scotch. Good idea. Mr. Trump also
suggests reducing environmental reviews to two years that can now drag out for a decade. Even
many Democrats would like to expedite their favorite projects that have been grounded due to
the discovery of a tiger salamander or other endangered species.

Another idea with merit is delegating environmental review and permitting decisions to states.
California has been assigned these responsibilities under agreements with the Federal Highway
Administration, as have Texas, Florida and Ohio. According to Gov. Brown, California has
reduced the approval process from the “notice of intent to final environmental impact statement”
on highway projects on average by 10 years.
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Tucked into the plan is modest flexibility on Buy America requirements and Davis-Bacon, which
requires contractors on federal projects to pay workers prevailing wages set by unions. These
raise construction costs. While this flexibility is commendable, Mr. Trump’s plan will also
require tens of thousands of more workers. The Associated General Contractors of America
reported last month that 78% of contractors had a hard time hiring. Apprenticeships can make up
some of the shortage, but the government will need to increase H-2B visas to avoid delays or
exorbitant project costs.

Democrats are ripping the President’s plan, and no doubt many think they can get more money if
they win control of Congress in November. But they shouldn’t be so sure. President Trump
deserves credit for opening a debate in Congress about why merely spending more on public
works won’t help the public.

TRUMP TWEETS

Donald J. Trump @ & :
Negotiations on DACA have begun, R@;’mb%mm want to make 2 deal and
Democrats say they want to make a deal. Wouldn't it be great if we could finally,
after so many years, solve the DACA puzzie. This will be our last chance, there will
never be another opportunityl March Sth

Donald J. Trump ©
Char infrastructure plan has been put %umm and has received great reviews by

everyone except, of course, the Democrats. After many years we have taken care
of our Military, now we have to fix owr roads, bridges, tunnels, sirports and more,
Bipartisan, make deal Dems?

O 73k thlsesx O ©

Donaid J. Trump @ o g 17h v
The jowmey to #1 & began 2011 and the opportunity to reconnect
with friends and supporters is something | look forward to every year, See you at
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To: Grantham, Nancy[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]
Cc: Gray, David[gray.david@epa.gov}

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wed 12/20/2017 2:19:19 AM

Subject: Re: Bird Creek folo

What?! That makes me unbelievably sad.
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 19, 2017, at 8:24 PM, Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy(@epa.gov> wrote:

Yes - sadly he announced his retirement at the Monday senior staff meeting
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 19,2017, at 7:11 PM, Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov> wrote:

Of course but exit?! He 1sn’t retiring is he?
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 19, 2017, at 6:47 PM, Gray, David <gray.david@epa.gov> wrote:

Would you be okay with Sam doing an exit piece with the Tulsa World?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bostian, Kelly" < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
Date: December 19, 20177 at5734°U6 PVI TS T

To: "Gray, David" <gray.david@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Bird Creek folo

Wow.. I'd love to interview him about his time with EPA...
Good guy, is my impression.

Later in the week is fine. Let me know a time and I'll make it work.

Thanks,
Kellky
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Kelly Bostian

Outdoors Writer

Tulsa World Media Company
www.tulsaworld.com

moblle | E-Ex 6 - Personal Privacy-g

! i
fax | { Ex. 8 - Personal Privacy |

O

315 S. Boulder Ave., Tulsa, OK 74103
twitter | : Ex. 6 - Personal PrivacyE

blog |tulsaworld.com/KellyBostian
email | Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

From: Gray, David [gray.david@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2017 3:56 PM
To: Bostian, Kelly

Subject: RE: Bird Creek folo

Kelly,

I just saw your note. Let's connect later this week. BTW - Sam has
announced his retirement on January 2. Lucky for us - he stayed on as long
as he did (his retirement has been planned for over a year) but he announced
this week.

David

----- Original Message-----
From: Bostian, Kelly [mailto! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy !
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 20173716 PM '
To: Gray, David <gray.david@epa.gov>

Subject: Bird Creek folo

Hi David,

Editors have me working on a Bird Creek folo this week to run probably the
week between the holidays. Our first story on this ran Jan. 3, 2017 so we're
looking for a year-later sort of perspective.

I talked with Warren American and Dr. Sublette about the pumping and
monitoring experiment they did the past couple of weeks and am in need of
the EPA perspective on the regulatory process and how their cleanup idea
fits with the process for the shut-in orders. Sounds like Sublette has
recommended a 2nd and even a 3rd pumping that could be done months from
now, depending on rain events (or lack thereof).
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Hope to hear from you soon this.

(as a side note I'm at Tar Creek Site on Wednesday afternoon and may be
touching base with you on that as well this week).

Thanks,

Kelly

Kelly Bostian

Outdoors Writer

Tulsa World Media Company

WWW, tulsawar] d.com<http://www.tulsaworld.com/>
office | i
moblle

faX | Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i

315 S. Boulder Ave Tulsa OK 74103

'[WIttCI' | < Ex.6 - PersonaIanacy

blog |tulsaworld.com/KellyBostian<http:/www.tulsaworld.com/blog>
email |: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >

! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
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To: Abboud, Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov]}
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Mon 1/29/2018 8:05:52 PM

Subject: RE: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

Good, thank you for managing. Can you reply to the reporter and let him know you will get back
to him (if you haven’t already).

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Monday, January 29, 2018 3:05 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jahan@epa.gov>;
Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

Waiting to hear back from him now.
Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 29, 2018, at 3:04 PM, Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@ecpa.gov> wrote:

Thanks, did you talk with David Grey?

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Monday, January 29, 2018 2:46 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan

<wilcox jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.cov>; Block, Molly
<block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

I’ll handle.

From: Ferguson, Lincoln
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2018 2:42 PM
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To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>;
Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>;
Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hcwitt.james(@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

From: Andes, Natalic (CMG-TulsaTV) [mailto! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2018 2:40 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

Hi Lincoln.

| ran across a Tulsa World report that says that the EPA is asking people in Picher
about the Tar Creek Superfund site. Can you tell me if that’s true? If so, what is
being asked of the residents in the survey? When are the results due? What's the
project this is related to? What is the goal of the survey?

Thank you,

Natalie

Natalie Andes | FOX23 Assignment Manager
: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
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To: Abboud, Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoin[ferguson.lincoln@epa.govl;
Wilcox, Jahan[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov}; Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell,
Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov}; Hewitt, James[hewitt.james@epa.gov]

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Mon 1/29/2018 8:04:45 PM

Subject: RE: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

Thanks, did you talk with David Grey?

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Monday, January 29, 2018 2:46 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jahan@epa.gov>;
Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi
<daniell kelsi@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

I’ll handle.

From: Ferguson, Lincoln

Sent: Monday, January 29, 2018 2:42 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Abboud
Michael <abboud.michacl@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi
<daniell kelsi@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

2

From: Andes, Natalie (CMG-TulsaTV) [mailtoi Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2018 2:40 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: FOX23 Request: Tar Creek

Hi Lincoln.
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| ran across a Tulsa World report that says that the EPA is asking people in Picher
about the Tar Creek Superfund site. Can you tell me if that’s true? If so, what is being
asked of the residents in the survey? When are the results due? What's the project this

is related to? What is the goal of the survey?

Thank you,

Natalie

Natalie Andes | FOX23 Assignment Manager
5 Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy !
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To:

Gray, David[gray.david@epa.gov]

Cc: Grantham, Nancy[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]
From: Bowman, Liz
Sent: Wed 12/20/2017 12:11:50 AM

Subject: Re: Bird Creek folo

Of course but exit?! He 1sn’t retiring is he?

Sent

from my iPhone

On Dec 19, 2017, at 6:47 PM, Gray, David <gray.david@epa.gov> wrote:

W

ould you be okay with Sam doing an exit piece with the Tulsa World?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bostian, Kelly" <! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >
Date: December 19, 2017 at 5:34:06 PM CST

To: "Gray, David" <gray.david@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Bird Creek folo

Wow.. I'd love to interview him about his time with EPA...
Good guy, is my impression.

Later in the week is fine. Let me know a time and I'll make it work.

Thanks,
Kellky

Kelly Bostian

Outdoors Writer

Tulsa World Media Company
www.tulsaworld.com

office ;

blog |tulsaworld.com/KellyBostian
email | Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
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From: Gray, David [gray.david@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2017 3:56 PM
To: Bostian, Kelly

Subject: RE: Bird Creek folo

Kelly,

I just saw your note. Let's connect later this week. BTW - Sam has announced his
retirement on January 2. Lucky for us - he stayed on as long as he did (his retirement
has been planned for over a year) but he announced this week.

David
----- Original Message-----
From: Bostian, Kelly [mailtoi  Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |

Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2017 3:16 PM
To: Gray, David <gray.david@epa.gov>
Subject: Bird Creek folo

Hi David,

Editors have me working on a Bird Creek folo this week to run probably the week
between the holidays. Our first story on this ran Jan. 3, 2017 so we're looking for a
year-later sort of perspective.

I talked with Warren American and Dr. Sublette about the pumping and monitoring
experiment they did the past couple of weeks and am in need of the EPA perspective
on the regulatory process and how their cleanup idea fits with the process for the shut-
in orders. Sounds like Sublette has recommended a 2nd and even a 3rd pumping that
could be done months from now, depending on rain events (or lack thereof).

Hope to hear from you soon this.

(as a side note I'm at Tar Creek Site on Wednesday afternoon and may be touching
base with you on that as well this week).

Thanks,

Kelly

Kelly Bostian

Outdoors Writer

Tulsa World Media Company

www.tulsaworld com<http://www.tulsaworld.com/>

315 S. Boulder Ave., Tulsa, OK 74103
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thtter | E Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ;
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blog |tulsaworld.com/KellyBostian<http://www.tulsaworld. com/blog>
email | i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy =
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To: Coleman, Sam[Coleman.Sam@epa.gov}
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thur 7/27/2017 10:48:38 PM

Subject: RE: Weekly Update

Thank you, Sam. I appreciate getting this report.

From: Coleman, Sam

Sent: Thursday, July 27,2017 6:25 PM

To: Weekly Report Group <Weekly Report Group@epa.gov>

Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Starfield, Lawrence

<Starfield. Lawrence@epa.gov>; Breen, Barry <Breen.Barry@epa.gov>; Cleland-Hamnett,
Wendy <Cleland-Hamnett. Wendy@epa.gov>; Dunham, Sarah <Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov>;
Shapiro, Mike <Shapiro.Mike@epa.gov>; Kenny, Shannon <Kenny.Shannon@epa.gov>;
Coleman, Sam <Coleman.Sam@epa.gov>

Subject: Weekly Update

Update 7 27 17

UPCOMING HOT ISSUES AND IMPORTANT DEADLINES

Bird Creek, Pawhuska, Oklahoma

Sampling of all surface water bodies was completed by July 1¥. Samples were sent by chain of
custody to the Houston Laboratory for analysis. Data was also downloaded from the 18 surface
water monitors, which were put in place to detect any changes in total dissolved solids during the
time injection wells were shut-in. Most analytical results from the Houston Lab have been have
been provided to the regional UIC and enforcement programs for review. EPA is working on a
communications strategy to notify impacted parties of the monitoring results and next steps. A
second round of data from the 18 surface water monitors is being collected this week. EPA
contacted the operators of 7 wells within 1 mile of the seeps in Bird Creek to ask them to
voluntarily shut in their injection wells. We found that the Mississippi chat formation was
highly pressurized and likely in communication with the surface due to injection. Further review
is underway to determine if the shut in area needs to be expanded.

Tar Creek, Picher, Oklahoma
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EPA intends to continue field sampling to fill data gaps related to characterization of and
potential risk related to sediment and surface water within the Tristate Watershed investigation
area. The sampling is being accomplished through joint coordination and cooperation with
Region 7; the states of Oklahoma, Missouri and Kansas; the Quapaw, Peoria, Ottawa, Miami,
Eastern Shawnee, Wyandotte, Seneca-Cayuga, and Cherokee tribes; and other federal and state
agencies (U.S. Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Geological Survey, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife).
The Quapaw Tribe Environmental Office will continue source material excavation at Distal 10
and hauling to the central repository. Site preparation (i.c., grubbing, haul roads) will continue at
Distal 12. The Quapaw Tribe Environmental Office will continue confirmation sampling at
Distal 10, under cooperative agreements with the EPA. The Oklahoma Department of
Environmental Quality will continue the remedial action work at Beaver Creek under a
cooperative agreement with the EPA. The ODEQ will also continue the preparation of the
Operable Unit (OU) 2 (Residential) Commerce remedial action work plan and cost estimate, and
continue planning for the public meeting currently scheduled for August 15, 2017.

Hope Iron and Metal, Hope, Arkansas
EPA intends to continue on-site removal activities at the Hope Iron and Metal Superfund Site.
All grids with soil contamination on-site are currently excavated. Removal activities for

contaminated soil began on two residential properties adjacent to the site. Restoration activities
on-site are 90 percent complete. Completion is expected in early August.

Ruiz Foods Facility, Denison, Texas
EPA intends to conduct a Clean Air Act Risk Management Program inspection of the Ruiz

Foods facility in Denison, TX. The regulated facility is classified as a High Risk facility and 1s
also part of the National Enforcement Initiative for ammonia.

Rowlett Creek Regional Waste Water Treatment Plant Facility, Denison, Texas
EPA intends to conduct a Clean Air Act Risk Management Program inspection of the Rowlett

Creek Regional Waste Water Treatment Plant facility in Denison, TX. The regulated facility is
classified as a High Risk facility for chlorine.

Fort Hood Army Base, Killeen, Texas

EPA intends to conduct a RCRA Compliance Evaluation Inspection at Fort Hood Army Base.
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The purpose of the inspection is to determine whether Fort Hood 1s compliant with RCRA
regulations, and confirm the hazardous waste operating status of the facility. Under the Federal
Facility Compliance Act of 1992, EPA or its representatives are required to inspect every
Federal Facility that treats, stores or disposes of hazardous waste. Fort Hood was identified as a
facility that should be inspected, based on Region 6 data mining evaluation, a technique on
which the States have been trained. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
was invited to participate in this inspection, but advised Region 6 that we should proceed without
them.

Vallourec Star, LP, Houston, Texas

EPA intends to conduct a Compliance Evaluation Inspection at the Vallourec Star tubular goods
Facility in Houston, Texas. The facility’s wastewater operations will be evaluated in accordance
with the CWA for capacity, management, operations, and maintenance in order to protect public
health and the environment. Compliance with permit conditions, the accuracy of information
submitted, and the adequacy of sampling and monitoring conducted will also be evaluated. The
investigation is part of the EPA’s National Industrial Wastewater Initiative (NEI). TCEQ
mspectors were notified of the inspection and invited to participate.

Odfjell Terminals, Seabrook, TX

EPA intends to send an information request letter to Odfjell Terminals in Seabrook, TX to
evaluate remedies for potential noncompliance concerning the facilities’ flare operations.
Emissions from improperly operated flares are a large source of air toxics and pose a risk to
public health. The facility has a history of noncompliance related to flaring. Region 6 plans to
issue the information request letter on August 7, 2017. The Region will notify TCEQ before
issuing the letter.

Chevron Phillips Chemical, Pasadena, TX

EPA intends to send an information request letter to Chevron Phillips Chemical facility in
Pasadena, TX to evaluate remedies for potential noncompliance concerning the facilities’” flare
operations. Emissions from improperly operated flares are a large source of air toxics and pose a
risk to public health. The facility has a history of noncompliance related to flaring. TCEQ will
be notified before issuing the letter.

Shell Offshore, Inc., New Orleans, LA
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EPA intends to send an information request letter to Shell Offshore, Inc., New Orleans, LA, to
evaluate RCRA compliance of Shell Offshore’s offshore facilities in the Gulf of Mexico. The
letters will be issued in the next two weeks.

Xutapa Properties LLC, Pawhuska, Oklahoma

EPA intends to issue a public notice for a Consent Agreement and Final Order (CAFO) to
Xutapa Properties, LLC (Respondent). The US EPA Administrative Complaint alleged that
inspection observations show the Respondent maintained seven injection wells located in the
Landon Field of the Osage Mineral Reserve in Osage County, Oklahoma, in a manner that may
allow movement of fluids into underground sources of drinking water. The CAFO requires
Respondent to pay an administrative penalty of $42,500.00 for violations of Section 1423 of the
Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. 300h-2(e) and failure to comply with an EPA
Administrative Compliance Order. Comments will be solicited for 30 days.

Falcon Refinery Superfund Site, Port Aransas, Texas

EPA intends to issue a public notice for the proposed plan for Operable Unit O1 (Site Wide
Groundwater) for the Falcon Refinery site. EPA is taking public comments on its preferred
remedial approach of no action for the shallow groundwater at the site. The comment period
should be completed on August 30, 2017.

Jones Road Groundwater Plume Superfund Site, Houston, Texas

EPA intends to issue public notice for the proposed plan to select a remedy for two soil zones
which are continuing sources of contaminants to groundwater at the Jones Road site, Harris
County, Texas. The public comment period will be completed on September 5, 2017.

Fruit Avenue Plume Superfund Site, Albuquerque, New Mexico

EPA intends to issue a public notice for the Proposed Plan for a Record of Decision for the Fruit
Avenue Plume Superfund Site. EPA is taking public comments to expand the use of Monitored
Natural Attenuation as the site-wide remedy for the ground water plume. This alternative will
allow for the decommissioning of the existing pump and treat facilities, and return the property
to the city. The alternative also facilitates the reuse of the property and promote further
redevelopment in the area. The comment period is scheduled to run through August 28, 2017.
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RKR Feeders, LLC., Clayton, New Mexico

EPA intends to issue a public notice for the proposed permit seeking renewal of coverage under
the New Mexico CAFO General Permit. The comment period is scheduled for 30 days.

RFL Clayton, Clayton, New Mexico

EPA intends to issue a public notice for the proposed permit seeking renewal of coverage under
the New Mexico CAFO General Permit. The comment period is scheduled for 30 days.

Clayton Cattle Feeders, Clayton, New Mexico

EPA intends to issue a public notice for the proposed permit seeking renewal of coverage under
the New Mexico CAFO General Permit. The comment period is scheduled for 30 days.

Jackpile-Paguate Uranium Mine Site, Laguna Pueblo, NM - Site Visit & Scoping Meeting

On August 2-3, 2017, EPA plans to meet with Atlantic Richfield and the Pueblo of Laguna to
discuss scoping document deliverables and planning activities associated with the Remedial
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for the site. Members intend to participate in a pre-site
tour discussion and a site visit of the former mine. Activities will close with a wrap-up
discussion. EPA intends to gain a better understanding of the strategies Atlantic Richfield will
use while conducting the RI/FS after collaboration on proposed approaches for expediting and
maximizing resources. Discussion will also include the Pueblo community outreach needs,
working with the technical team and scheduling a potential community Open House in
September 2017.

Final Approval for April 2017 Updates to the State of Texas Water Quality Management
Plan (WQMP). The week of July 24-28, 2017, the Water Division plans to approve updates to
the Texas Water Quality Management Plan (TX WQMP) submitted by TCEQ. The WQMP
update was developed by TCEQ staff pursuant to Section 26.036 and26.037 of the Texas Water
Code and satisfies federal Water quality management planning regulations and grant
requirements under Sections of the Clean Water Act. The WQMP update has been reviewed by
local planning agencies, appropriate state agencies, and TCEQ staff. The TCEQ held a public
comment period as required by Section 26.037 of the Texas Water Code and federal regulations.
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UPCOMING PUBLIC EVENTS

August 3 — Texas Environmental Law Superconference, Austin, Texas. Acting RA will keynote.

August 8 — State Environmental Directors’ Meeting, Dallas, Texas (Tentative)

September 11-13 — National Air Quality Conference, Austin, Texas.Attendees will learn the
latest information on air quality forecasting and mapping.

September 12-14 — US Mexico Border National Coordinator Meeting, Mexico City, Mexico

September 17-21 - 19th Annual Stormwater Conference in San Antonio, TX. The Conference
will inform and educate professionals on controls that can address water pollution

October 27 — Arkansas Environment Federation 50" Annual Convention, Hot Springs, AR.
Acting RA will keynote.

UPCOMING DECISIONS

Arkansas Regional Haze

Arkansas proposed its SIP addressing a portion of the Regional Haze requirements on July 12,
2017, and submitted to EPA for parallel processing. EPA will act expeditiously to propose the
SIP. On July 13, 2017, EPA’s Narrow FIP revision was published in the Federal Register to
extend the NOx compliance dates by 21 months to January 27, 2020. The extension was
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requested by industry to provide them certainty that they have time to work with EPA and the
State on a Regional Haze SIP without the compliance clock running down. EPA also continues
to track the national CSAPR remand action as the Arkansas Regional Haze SIP depends on the
NOx CSAPR for BART.

Texas Regional Haze
Region 6 is preparing documents for the Administrator on a Texas Regional Haze Intrastate

Trading Program BART SIP. EPA is using all available resources to develop the Federal Action
by September 9. EPA has a September 9 CD deadline that requires EPA to finalize a plan.

PAST WEEK ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Public Water System Supervision Program Revision for the State of Louisiana

EPA intends to approve the State of Louisiana revisions to its approved Public Water System
(PWSS) program for the Revised total Coliform Rule and the Groundwater Rule. EPA has
determined that the RTCR and GWR primacy applications submitted are no less stringent than
the corresponding federal regulations and therefore an approval is warranted.

Proposed Rule and Direct Final Rule for the Arkansas Hazardous Waste Program
EPA approved a direct final rule that proposes to authorize the State of Arkansas for State-
nitiated changes to their hazardous waste program and codifying the State’s base hazardous

waste program revisions. EPA is publishing this rule without prior proposal because the actions
are not controversial and no opposition is expected.

PENDING ACTIONS (Pending Federal Register Publication)

Arkansas Final Authorization of State-initiated Changes and Incorporation by Reference of State
Hazardous Waste Management Program (EPA-R06-0680)
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Samuel Coleman, P.E.
Deputy Regional Administrator
EPA Region 6

coleman.sam(@epa.gov

214.665.2100 Ofc

214.665.3110 Direct

214.789.2016 Cell
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To: Ferguson, Lincoln[ferguson.lincoin@epa.gov}
From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thur 1/18/2018 1:18:35 AM

Subject: Fwd: Tar Creek audit lawsuit

Do you need help w this?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mike Soraghan < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy v

Date: January 17, 2018 at 6:01:30 PM EST

To: "Liz Bowman (Bowman.Liz@epa.gov)" <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>,
"ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov" <terguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: Tar Creek audit lawsuit

Mr. Bowman, Mr. Ferguson,

Hi. The state auditor of Oklahoma has filed a response in the open records lawsuit seeking
release of the Tar Creek audit. He is asking for a court order to release it. He also alleges
that Mr. Pruitt had already released it to the LICRAT board. I cannot tell at this point if he
is alleging that that release to the LICRAT board was improper.

Please let me know if EPA or Administrator Pruitt has any comment.

Thank you,

Mike Soraghan

E&E News reporter

i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
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: Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy E

E&E NEWS
122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, EXE News PM
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To: Hewitt, James[hewitt.james@epa.gov}; Wilcox, Jahan[wilcox.jahan@epa.govl; Abboud,
Michael{abboud.michael@epa.gov}; Konkus, John[konkus.john@epa.gov}; Block,
Molly[block.molly@epa.gov]

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Mon 12/11/2017 2:54:04 PM

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL//EPA News Highlights 12.11.17

Good, thanks

From: Hewitt, James

Sent: Monday, December 11,2017 9:05 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Abboud,
Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Block, Molly
<block.molly@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR APPROVAL//EPA News Highlights 12.11.17

EPA News Highlights 12.11.17

Portland Tribune: EPA targeting Portland Superfund site for "immediate, intense’
attention

The Environmental Protection Agency says its targeting the Portland Harbor Superfund Site in
the Willamette River for immediate attention. The EPA announced Friday that the Portland
Harbor Superfund Site is one of 21 sites it plans to target across the country. In a statement, EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt says he's asking Superfund Task Force staff to immediately develop
plans for cleanup at the sites, though environmentalists say they want more information about
what the cleanup process will look like. "It would be a good thing to get this cleanup moving as
quickly as possible and bring this harbor back to health," said Bob Sallinger, conservation
director with the Audubon Society of Portland. "But that cannot mean cutting corners and letting
polluters off the hook and lowering the cleanup standard.”

KPAXN: EPA names Butte and Anaconda as prioritv Superfund sites

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency named the Silver Bow Creek/Butte area and the
Anaconda Smelter Superfund sites as two of the 21 top priorities in the nation for cleanup. The
sites on the list will be targeted for immediate and intense attention. For the Silver Bow
Creek/Butte area, the EPA has taken steps to accelerate negotiations and set a deadline for an
agreement to ensure stormwater controls along Silver Bow and Blacktail creeks as well as
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review the water treatment plant for the Berkeley Pit. At the Anaconda Smelter site, the EPA has
directed Atlantic Richfield to complete lead and arsenic sampling and cleanup of commercial
and residential properties including another 1,000 homes over the next three years. The EPA also
directed Atlantic Richfield to begin testing school grounds for lead and school interiors for lead
and arsenic in the next few months.

The Mew York Times: Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and
Put Limits on Enforcement Officers

Scott Pruitt, the E.P.A. administrator, has said the Trump administration’s high-profile
regulatory rollback does not mean a free pass for violators of environmental laws. But as the
Trump administration moves from one attention-grabbing headline to the next, it has taken a
significant but less-noticed turn in the enforcement of federal pollution laws. An analysis of
enforcement data by The New York Times shows that the administration has adopted a more
lenient approach than the previous two administrations — Democratic and Republican — toward
polluters like those in East Liverpool. The Times built a database of civil cases filed at the
E.P.A. during the Trump, Obama and Bush administrations. During the first nine months under
Mr. Pruitt’s leadership, the E.P.A. started about 1,900 cases, about one-third fewer than the
number under President Barack Obama’s first E.P.A. director and about one-quarter fewer than
under President George W. Bush’s over the same time period

The Associated Press: Providence superfund site amone 2 priorvity from EPA

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency says two sites in the Northeast are being prioritized
for cleanup, including the Centredale Manor Restoration Project in North Providence. The
project, the site of a chemical manufacturer from the 1940s to the 1970s, was among 21
nationwide slated for speedier cleanup and redevelopment under the superfund program, which
provides federal resources to deal with some of the nation’s most contaminated locations. The
list was one of the recommendations put forth this summer by a superfund task force. The other
site in the Northeast is the former Mohawk Tannery in Nashua, New Hampshire. Other sites on
the list are in New Jersey, Montana, California, Missouri, Virginia, Kentucky, Mississippi,
Indiana, Michigan, Nevada, Oklahoma, Texas, Iowa, Oregon and Washington.

National News Highlights 12.4.17

Reuters: One person in custodv, several injured, in Mew York explosion

An explosion rocked New York’s Port Authority, one of the city’s busiest commuter hubs in
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midtown Manhattan, during Monday morning’s rush hour, injuring several people. Police
confirmed one person is in custody but were not yet identifying the device used. Local news
channel WABC cited police sources as saying a possible pipe bomb detonated in a passageway
below ground at Port Authority. A police officer near the scene said: “There was an explosion
under Port Authority somewhere in the subway. That’s all we’ve got for now.” Media reported
several people were injured, and WPIX television reported, citing sources, that a man with a
“possible second device” has been detained in the subway tunnel. New York City Mayor Bill de
Blasio and President Donald Trump have been briefed on the incident, according to local media
and the White House.

The Wall Street Jouwrnal: The Taxman Cometh: Senate Bill’s Marginal Rates Could Ton
100% for Some

Some high-income business owners could face marginal tax rates exceeding 100% under the
Senate’s tax bill, far beyond the listed rates in the Republican plan. That means a business
owner’s next $100 in earnings, under certain circumstances, would require paying more than
$100 in additional federal and state taxes. As lawmakers rush to write the final tax bill over the
next week, they already are looking at changes to prevent this from happening. Broadly, House
and Senate Republicans are trying to reconcile their bills, looking for ways to pay for eliminating
the most contentious proposals. The formal House-Senate conference committee will meet on
Wednesday, and GOP lawmakers may unveil an agreement by week’s end.

The Wall Street Journal: Americans Give Tromp Higher Grades on Economy Than
Owverall

Although President Donald Trump’s overall approval ratings have dropped to the lowest point of
his presidency, he is getting significantly higher marks in one important area: his handling of the
economy. With the U.S. unemployment rate holding at a 17-year low, hiring strong and the stock
market hitting regular records, Mr. Trump is getting stronger reviews from the public on the
economy, with 42% approving and 37% disapproving, according to the most recent Wall Street
Journal/NBC News survey, conducted in late October. That stands in stark contrast to his overall
approval rating, which dropped last week to 32%, the lowest point of his 11-month presidency,
according to a Pew Research Center poll. His disapproval rating of 68% in the same survey was
also a new high. The WSJ poll showed the president with a 38% approval rating, his lowest to
date in this poll, while 58% disapproved of his overall performance.

TRUMP TWEETS

Portland Tribune
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hitp://nortlandtribune . com/pt/9-news/380911-268495-epa-tareeting-portland-superfund-site-for-
immediate-intense-attention

EPA targeting Portland Superfund site for 'immediate, intense' attention

By Ericka Cruz Guevarra, 12/10/17

The Environmental Protection Agency says its targeting the Portland Harbor Superfund Site in
the Willamette River for immediate attention.

The EPA announced Friday that the Portland Harbor Superfund Site is one of 21 sites it plans to
target across the country. In a statement, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt says he's asking
Superfund Task Force staff to immediately develop plans for cleanup at the sites, though
environmentalists say they want more information about what the cleanup process will look like.

"It would be a good thing to get this cleanup moving as quickly as possible and bring this harbor
back to health," said Bob Sallinger, conservation director with the Audubon Society of Portland.

"But that cannot mean cutting corners and letting polluters off the hook and lowering the cleanup
standard."

KPAX

http//'www kpax.com/story/3703618 1 /epa-names-butte-and-anaconda-as-prionty-superfund-
sites

EPA names Butte and Anaconda as priority Superfund sites

By MTN News, 12/10/17

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency named the Silver Bow Creek/Butte area and the
Anaconda Smelter Superfund sites as two of the 21 top priorities in the nation for cleanup.

ED_001863D_00002348-00004



The sites on the list will be targeted for immediate and intense attention.

For the Silver Bow Creek/Butte area, the EPA has taken steps to accelerate negotiations and set a
deadline for an agreement to ensure stormwater controls along Silver Bow and Blacktail creeks
as well as review the water treatment plant for the Berkeley Pit.

At the Anaconda Smelter site, the EPA has directed Atlantic Richfield to complete lead and
arsenic sampling and cleanup of commercial and residential properties including another 1,000
homes over the next three years.

The EPA also directed Atlantic Richfield to begin testing school grounds for lead and school
interiors for lead and arsenic in the next few months.

Butte and Anaconda were the only two Montana sites to make the list. New Jersey was the only
state with more sites on the priority list with three listed.

The New York Times

hitps://www.nvtimes.com/2017/12/10/us/politics/pollution-epa-resulations html

Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and Put Limits on Enforcement
Officers

By Eric Lipton and Danielle Ivory, 12/10/17

The highway billboard at the entrance to town still displays a giant campaign photograph of
President Trump, who handily won the election across industrial Ohio. But a revolt is brewing
here in East Liverpool over Mr. Trump’s move to slow down the federal government’s policing
of air and water pollution.
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The City Council moved unanimously last month to send a protest letter to the Environmental
Protection Agency about a hazardous waste incinerator near downtown. Since Mr. Trump took
office, the E.P.A. has not moved to punish the plant’s owner, even after extensive evidence was
assembled during the Obama administration that the plant had repeatedly, and illegally, released
harmful pollutants into the air.

“I don’t know where we go,” Councilman William Hogue, a retired social studies teacher, said in
frustration to his fellow council members. “They haven’t resolved anything.”

Scott Pruitt, the E.P.A. administrator, has said the Trump administration’s high-profile
regulatory rollback does not mean a free pass for violators of environmental laws. But as the
Trump administration moves from one attention-grabbing headline to the next, it has taken a
significant but less-noticed turn in the enforcement of federal pollution laws.

An analysis of enforcement data by The New York Times shows that the administration has
adopted a more lenient approach than the previous two administrations — Democratic and
Republican — toward polluters like those in East Liverpool.

The Times built a database of civil cases filed at the E.P.A. during the Trump, Obama and Bush
administrations. During the first nine months under Mr. Pruitt’s leadership, the E.P.A. started
about 1,900 cases, about one-third fewer than the number under President Barack Obama’s first
E.P.A. director and about one-quarter fewer than under President George W. Bush’s over the
same time period.

In addition, the agency sought civil penalties of about $50.4 million from polluters for cases
mnitiated under Mr. Trump. Adjusted for inflation, that is about 39 percent of what the Obama
administration sought and about 70 percent of what the Bush administration sought over the
same time period.

The E.P.A., turning to one of its most powerful enforcement tools, also can force companies to
retrofit their factories to cut pollution. Under Mr. Trump, those demands have dropped sharply.
The agency has demanded about $1.2 billion worth of such fixes, known as mjunctive relief, in
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cases initiated during the nine-month period, which, adjusted for inflation, is about 12 percent of
what was sought under Mr. Obama and 48 percent under Mr. Bush.

Resolving complicated pollution cases can take time, and the E.P.A. said it remained committed
to ensuring companies obeyed environmental laws.

“E.P.A. and states work together to find violators and bring them back into compliance, and to
punish intentional polluters,” the agency said in a statement. Officials said Mr. Pruitt was less
fixated on seeking large penalties than some of his predecessors were.

“We focus more on bringing people back into compliance than bean counting,” the statement
said.

After this article was posted, the E.P.A. issued a statement criticizing the report, and saying that
“Administrator Scott Pruitt is committed to enforcement,” and that “there is no reduction in
E.P.A.’s commitment to ensure compliance with our nation’s environmental laws.” (The full
statement is here.)

Confidential internal E.P.A. documents show that the enforcement slowdown coincides with
major policy changes ordered by Mr. Pruitt’s team after pleas from oil and gas industry
executives.

The documents, which were reviewed by The Times, indicate that E.P.A. enforcement officers
across the country no longer have the authority to order certain air and water pollution tests,
known as requests for information, without receiving permission from Washington. The tests are
essential to building a case against polluters, the equivalent of the radar gun for state highway
troopers.

At at least two of the agency’s most aggressive regional offices, requests for information
involving companies suspected of polluting have fallen significantly under Mr. Trump,
according to internal E.P.A. data.
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In the last two complete fiscal years of the Obama administration, the E.P.A.’s office in Chicago
sent requests for testing that covered an average of 50 facilities per year, or about 4.2 each
month. By comparison, after the policy changes, one such request for a single facility was made
in the subsequent four-month period. There was a similar decline in the Denver regional office,
according to the data.

The enforcement slowdown has been compounded by the departure of more than 700 employees
at the E.P.A. since Mr. Trump’s election, many of them via buyouts intended to reduce the
agency’s size, and high-level political vacancies at the E.P.A. and the Justice Department. The
agency’s top enforcement officer — Susan Bodine — was confirmed only late last week.

Separately, Mr. Pruitt’s team has told officials and industry representatives in Missouri, North
Dakota and other states that E.P.A. enforcement officers will stand down on some pollution
cases, according to agency documents. The retrenchment is said to be part of a nationwide
handoff of many enforcement duties to state authorities, an effort Mr. Pruitt calls cooperative
federalism but critics say is an industry-friendly way to ease up on polluters.

Current and recently departed E.P.A. staff members said the new direction has left many
employees feeling frozen in place, and demoralized, particularly in the regional offices, which
have investigators who are especially knowledgeable of local pollution threats.

“Certain people who are polluting are doing it with impunity right now and I think it is horrible,”
said Nicole Cantello, an E.P.A. lawyer in the Chicago office, who has worked at the agency for
26 years.

Ms. Cantello agreed to speak to The Times because she is protected by her status as a union
official. The E.P.A. did not authorize agency employees to speak.

The Times asked top E.P.A. enforcement officials from the Obama and Bush administrations to
review The Times’s data, analysis and methodology. (Read more about The Times’s
methodology here.) They said the slowdown signaled a sea change in enforcement under Mr.
Trump.
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“Those kinds of numbers are stark,” said Granta Nakayama, a lawyer who served in the Bush
administration as assistant administrator for the E.P.A.’s enforcement office and who now
represents companies facing E.P.A. enforcement actions for the law firm King & Spalding,
where he oversees the environmental practice.

“If you’re not filing cases, the cop’s not on the beat,” he said. “Or has the cop been taken off the
beat?”

Cynthia Giles, the former assistant administrator for the E.P.A.’s enforcement office during the
Obama administration, also prepared a separate version of the data. She described as a “stunning
decline” the reduced efforts under Mr. Trump to require companies to bring their facilities into
compliance with pollution laws.

“The Pruitt E.P.A. is cratering on the enforcement work that matters most: holding the biggest
polluters accountable,” said Ms. Giles, now a director at the Energy & Environment Lab at the
University of Chicago.

Some enforcement experts suggested that the E.P.A. under Mr. Pruitt might have filed fewer
cases because it was going after larger penalties. But according to the Times analysis, most of
the top penalties were smaller than those in the previous two administrations. And the nine-
month window included the single largest civil case filed by the E.P.A ., against Exxon Mobil.

On a midsummer afternoon in 2013, boiler ash and steam blasted through a breach at the
Heritage Thermal Services hazardous waste incinerator, spewing hundreds of pounds of ash into
a nearby neighborhood in East Liverpool and setting off a series of small fires at the plant.

Tests later showed that the ash, which looked like dirty clumps of cotton candy scattered across
rooftops and lawns, contained toxic chemicals. In some samples, lead and arsenic were found at
concentrations that “could pose a hazard to small children,” according to an Ohio Department of
Health report. Heritage Thermal went door to door offering to wash people’s houses and replace
vegetables in their gardens.
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Sandra Estell, 64, who lives on a river bluff overlooking the plant, said the ash covered her
brother’s Chevy Blazer and blanketed the street where she grew up. Even when the plant
operates normally, she said, she smells the incinerator from her home — with the odor changing
from rotten eggs to an electrical fire to something difficult to place.

Truckloads of hazardous waste often sit in the parking lot outside the plant, awaiting disposal.
On the day of the accident in 2013, the plant was burning through a load of waste sent from an
oil refinery in Toledo.

“It really just scares me,” Ms. Estell said of the incinerator.

The plant falls under the jurisdiction of the E.P.A. regional office in Chicago, which moved
quickly to investigate the episode as a possible violation of the Clean Air Act, federal records
show.

Investigators sent Heritage Thermal’s general manager what is known as a Section 114(a)
request for detailed information on the explosion. Failing to answer the questions, warned
George T. Czerniak, who was then the E.P.A.’s Chicago-based director of the air and radiation
division, could result in punishment.

Heritage Thermal complied within weeks, and also disclosed that the plant had faced a series of
related problems when pressure inside the incinerator had climbed to dangerous levels. Mr.
Czerniak asked for more information about those episodes, and by March 2015 he had signed a
formal letter of complaint, alleging a series of Clean Air Act violations that would very likely
result in fines, as well as possible civil or criminal action.

“We are offering you an opportunity to confer with us about the violations,” Mr. Czerniak wrote
in the letter. “You may have an attorney represent you at this conference.”
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More than two and a half years later, the matter remains unresolved, leading to the letter of
complaint to the E.P.A. last month from the East Liverpool City Council. The body is dominated
by Democrats, but it says its motivation in criticizing the E.P.A. is based on concerns about
public safety and not partisan politics.

John Mercer, a City Council member, said taking on air pollution issues at Heritage Thermal has
been a delicate matter because the area has lost thousands of jobs as steel and pottery
manufacturing plants closed. “Heritage Thermal is one of the city’s largest employers,” he said.
“We are all friends and neighbors with those that work there.”

Still, he said, residents want the matter resolved. “Our constituents deserve answers that no one
seems to want to provide,” he said.

A spokesman for the E.P.A. declined to comment on the case’s status, as did Christopher T.
Pherson, president of Heritage Thermal. The company said in a statement that it “is committed to
continuously enhancing its performance and environmental compliance.”

Ms. Estell, who was critical of the plant even before it opened in the 1990s for being built near
homes, blames the change in administrations in Washington for the inaction. “Something made
them slam on the brakes,” she said.

Every administration runs into delays when investigating and enforcing environmental laws, and
it 1s hard to pinpoint why any particular case might stall without access to confidential E.P.A.
files. But the lack of action in East Liverpool mirrors a pattern of sluggish new enforcement
activity under the Trump administration, as represented in data analyzed by The Times.

The Times identified more than a dozen companies or plants like Heritage Thermal that received
notices of violation toward the end of the Obama administration, but as of late November had not
faced E.P.A. penalties. The findings were based on agency files released through a Freedom of
Information Act request to the Environmental Integrity Project, a nonprofit group run by a
former E.P.A. enforcement chief.
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Indiana Harbor Coke in East Chicago, Ind., has received at least three warning notices since
2015 for pollution violations, including hundreds of illegal emissions of lead, which can cause
serious health problems, especially for children.

Other cases include TimkenSteel Corporation of Canton, Ohio, which was served with a notice
in November 2015 for illegally emitting hazardous toxins, including mercury, which, when
inhaled in large quantities, can cause pulmonary edema, respiratory failure and death.

In Waterford, Ohio, Globe Metallurgical was cited in June 2015 and December 2016 for air
pollution violations. The E.P.A. collected evidence that it was emitting illegal amounts of sulfur
dioxide, which can irritate the nose and throat and, at very high concentrations, cause life-
threatening accumulation of fluid in the lungs.

And in East Liverpool, just down the street from the Heritage Thermal incinerator, S.H. Bell was
cited for allowing toxic levels of dust with heavy metal chemical additives such as manganese to
drift beyond its property line.

Tests conducted near S.H. Bell found “the highest levels of ambient manganese concentrations in
the United States,” a complaint issued during the Obama administration said. Health officials
warned that the situation represented “a public health hazard and should be mitigated as soon as
possible to reduce harmful exposures.”

Research led by the University of Cincinnati found in September that levels of manganese in the
blood and hair of children in East Liverpool appeared to be related to lower 1.Q. scores, a
conclusion executives from S H. Bell have disputed.

The E.P.A. moved in the final days of the Obama administration to resolve the S.H. Bell matter,
proposing a consent decree in January that would require changes to reduce manganese dust
levels and to improve monitoring.

Generally, a proposed consent decree is resolved within several months, but in March, the Trump
administration asked a federal judge to delay the case so the E.P.A. could “brief incoming
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administration officials with decision-making responsibility” given that “many subordinate
political positions at the agency remain unfilled.” The Justice Department has since asked the
court to move ahead, but the case remains open.

A spokeswoman for S.H. Bell said that the company had moved to comply with the requirements
and that its operations had not harmed residents. The E.P.A. said in a statement that it was
waiting for the court to act. “It would not be appropriate to discuss the open enforcement
matters,” the statement said.

Roberta Pratt, 49, a bartender who lives with her family on a block situated between Heritage
Thermal and S.H. Bell, said she worries constantly about the delays in enforcement at the
facilities. The side of her house, she said, is stained with a rusty color from heavy metals that
float through the air.

“It makes me feel like less of a mother,” said Ms. Pratt of the pollution problems. “You can’t
protect your children.”

Fighting back tears, she added, “People say to me, “Why don’t you just pick up and move out of
here?” Well, I just don’t have the money to do that.”

Industry Gets a Sympathetic Ear

The memo was marked “Privileged/Confidential/Do Not Release” and was signed by Susan
Shinkman, the director of civil enforcement at the E.P.A. and one of Mr. Pruitt’s top deputies in
Washington at the time.

It arrived by email to agency employees across the country on May 31.

With four pages of detailed instructions, it directed E.P.A. investigators to seck authorization
before asking companies to track their emissions with instruments that determine the type and
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amount of pollutants being released at their plants.

It also said investigators needed special authorization if they did not already have evidence that
the company had quite likely violated the law, or if state authorities objected to the tests.

The scope was far-reaching, applying to possible violations of the Clean Air Act, the Clean
Water Act and federal laws regulating hazardous waste plants.

The goal of these changes, the memo said, was to “ensure a more nationally consistent and
complete accounting of federal compliance monitoring and enforcement activities.” But the
directive arrived like a thunderbolt, upending one of the agency’s most effective methods in
catching polluters, E.P.A. regional officials said, and one that was extremely unpopular with the
oil and gas industry.

In the prior two years, investigators in the Chicago office had sent requests for information —
which includes requests for testing — that covered 267 facilities in the six Midwest states it
oversees, including in cases involving giant mountains of petcoke stored near residential
neighborhoods in Chicago. A carbon and sulfur byproduct of refining oil, petcoke particles can
become airborne and enter the lungs, causing serious health effects.

Investigators in the regional office in Denver, which handles many oil and gas cases, also sent
out a series of requests during the Obama administration based on hints that energy producers
were letting vast quantities of hazardous air pollutants escape into the atmosphere. The pollutants
included benzene, which is a carcinogen, and methane, which is a major contributor to climate
change. The investigations escalated after four workers at energy facilities in North Dakota were
overcome by fumes and died.

As the Obama administration came to a close, companies had grown increasingly unhappy with
the tests and began to fight them by turning to allies in Washington.

Koch Carbon, a subsidiary of Koch Industries, which operated two petcoke storage facilities in
Chicago, challenged the E.P.A.’s authority to require the tests in a formal filing with the agency,
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E.P.A. documents show, although it still provided the information the agency had requested. The
test results showed that its petcoke piles were, in fact, threatening neighbors and led to their
removal.

Republicans in Congress, including Senator James M. Inhofe of Oklahoma, took up the cause for
the oil and gas industry. In public hearings, Mr. Inhofe interrogated E.P.A. officials about the
tests and called them “a backdoor effort for the E.P.A. to cut greenhouse gas emissions.”

When Mr. Trump was elected and named Mr. Pruitt, the former Oklahoma attorney general, to
lead the E.P.A ., the complaints got a fresh — and sympathetic — hearing. Ms. Shinkman, in an
interview, said she was instructed to write the new policy memo after Mr. Pruitt received letters
of complaint from oil industry executives in North Dakota and Colorado. Ms. Shinkman retired
from the E.P.A. in September; in its statement to The Times, the E.P.A. did not say whether the
oil and gas industry had been a factor in its decision.

Ron Ness, the president of the North Dakota Petroleum Council, wrote to Mr. Pruitt in March
describing the tests as burdensome and costly. “Under the previous administration, the E.P.A.
initiated sweeping Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 114 information requests and threatened
company-ending sanctions.” Mr. Ness wrote in a letter obtained by The Times.

In his response to Mr. Ness, Mr. Pruitt wrote that the E.P.A. would “develop best practices for
the judicious use” of the requests, and also hand off much of the enforcement of air pollution
laws to North Dakota officials, except on Indian lands where the federal government has
jurisdiction.

“The E.P.A. acknowledges the critical role that the oil and gas industry plays in ensuring the
nation’s energy independence through domestic energy production,” Mr. Pruitt wrote to Mr.
Ness in July.

The change in North Dakota was part of a broader effort by the E.P.A. to give states more say in
how to treat polluters.
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In a letter to the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Edward Chu, the deputy
administrator of the E.P.A.’s regional office in Kansas, said the agency would back off some
inspection and enforcement activity so the state could take the lead. “These shifts in direction do
represent significant change,” Mr. Chu wrote.

Officials in North Dakota said the new arrangement there is leading to faster resolution of cases
involving the oil and gas industry.

“We are focused on compliance and fixes, not on big fines that are trumped up,” said Jim
Semerad, who leads the division of the North Dakota Department of Health that enforces air
emissions rules.

But some critics question the sincerity of Mr. Pruitt’s deference to state authorities, in part
because it comes as the Trump administration has proposed cutting grants that help states pay for
local enforcement. And the vigilance of some states in taking on the new responsibilities 1s also
uncertain.

An audit by the E.P.A. inspector general in 2011 described North Dakota as “a state
philosophically opposed to taking enforcement action” against polluters.

The state’s fines, moreover, are a tiny fraction of those imposed by the E.P.A. for the same
violations, records obtained by The Times show, and some North Dakota settlements do not
require the hiring of independent inspectors to ensure companies honor their promises.

In Ohio, a change in state law that was tucked into a budget bill this year cut funding for an
inspector in East Liverpool, even as Ohio authorities found continued evidence of air pollution
violations at the Heritage Thermal incinerator, according to state records obtained by The Times.

Ohio Environmental Services Industry, a trade group that represents Heritage Thermal and a
handful of other hazardous waste companies, pushed for the change. The group said the facility
would receive sufficient oversight without the dedicated state inspector.
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The changes across the country, some lawyers suggest, are giving violators an upper hand in
negotiating with the EP.A.

Paul Calamita, who represents cities accused of violating the Clean Water Act when they release
sewage and contaminated storm water into rivers and lakes, recommends that clients team up
with state governments to push back against the E.P.A.

Under President Trump, Mr. Calamita said, the E.P.A. and the Department of Justice have been
willing to compromise, withdrawing a six-figure penalty in one instance after refusing to do so in
two previous rounds of negotiations during the Obama administration.

“States with new Republican governors are following the Trump approach — providing
compliance assistance at the outset to avoid enforcement where the discharger is cooperative,”
he said in a presentation to utility executives from around the United States. “A state that pushes
back on E.P.A. 1s likely to be successful.”

A Muscular Office Loses Muscle

The E.P.A. under Mr. Pruitt has pursued some high-profile prosecutions of polluters and has
talked tough about companies like Fiat Chrysler, which like Volkswagen has been accused of
installing software on its vehicles meant to evade emissions standards.

The agency’s biggest civil case filed since Mr. Trump took office involves Exxon Mobil, which
was accused of not properly operating and monitoring industrial flares at its petrochemical
facilities. Exxon agreed in October to pay $2.5 million in civil penalties, some of which will go
to Louisiana, and spend $300 million to install new technology to reduce air pollution.

The agency on Friday also released a list of 21 Superfund sites contaminated with hazardous
substances and pollutants that Mr. Pruitt has targeted for immediate and intense attention. One of
the sites on the list, Tar Creek, a former lead and zinc mine, is in Oklahoma, where Mr. Pruitt
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once served as attorney general and state senator.

But more than a dozen current and former E.P.A. officials told The Times that the slowdown in
enforcement 1s real on the ground, and that it is being directed from the top.

At the Ralph Metcalfe Federal Building in Chicago, which houses a regional office of the E.P.A .,
employees said it has become difficult to even start a new investigation. Because it covers states
populated with Rust Belt industries, the Chicago office has traditionally been one of the busiest
of the 10 regions.

An agency spokeswoman, in a statement, said “we have not rejected any requests for sampling,
monitoring and testing” that were sent to headquarters as a result of the new policy. But agency
staff said the memo made clear such requests were discouraged, and many fewer were being
drafted.

Jeff Trevino, a lawyer in the Chicago office, who has worked for the agency for 27 years, said
the new hurdles imposed by Mr. Pruitt had created “a Catch-22” because, with new policies
effectively discouraging requests for information, investigators will have a harder time getting
the data needed to detect and confirm violations.

Mr. Trevino, like other current E.P.A. employees, was not authorized by the agency to speak
with The Times, and did so as a member of the labor union.

“We are the boots on the ground and we just are having a hard time now getting the information
we need to do our job,” said Felicia Chase, who has worked for nearly a decade as a water
pollution enforcement officer in the Chicago office, which covers states from Minnesota to Ohio.
She was also speaking in her capacity as a union member.

Ms. Chase sat glumly in the cafeteria just before Thanksgiving. On a television set on the wall,
President Trump could be seen offering an official pardon to a turkey, joking that he could not
reverse Mr. Obama’s turkey pardons from the previous year.
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Some workers said they would take the unusual step of asking members of Congress to protect
funding for the work they do, while others said they held out hope that the new restrictions on
information gathering would not be permanent. Ms. Shinkman, the retired author of the May
memo, said she had hoped to avoid a sharp drop in requests for information, but she declined to
elaborate how that would be possible.

Mr. Czerniak, who led the air pollution unit in Chicago until his retirement in 2016, said it was
hard to watch the agency struggle through this new era.

“People at the agency are just being cautious, almost to the point of paralysis,” he said. They do
not want to do anything for fear of being told they have done something wrong — something the
new administrator won’t like.”

The Associated Press

http//'www . providenceiournal . com/mews/20171210/vrovidence-superfund-site-among-2-priority-
from-epa

Providence superfund site among 2 priority from EPA

By Staff, 12/10/17

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency says two sites in the Northeast are being prioritized
for cleanup, including the Centredale Manor Restoration Project in North Providence.

The project, the site of a chemical manufacturer from the 1940s to the 1970s, was among 21
nationwide slated for speedier cleanup and redevelopment under the superfund program, which
provides federal resources to deal with some of the nation’s most contaminated locations. The
list was one of the recommendations put forth this summer by a superfund task force.
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The other site in the Northeast is the former Mohawk Tannery in Nashua, New Hampshire. Other
sites on the list are in New Jersey, Montana, California, Missouri, Virginia, Kentucky,
Mississippi, Indiana, Michigan, Nevada, Oklahoma, Texas, lowa, Oregon and Washington.

Reuters

https://www . reuters.com/article/us-newvork-incident/one-person-in-custodv-several-injured-in-
new-vork-explosion-idUSKBNIESILEY

One person in custody, several injured, in New York explosion

By Staff, 12/11/17

An explosion rocked New York’s Port Authority, one of the city’s busiest commuter hubs in
midtown Manhattan, during Monday morning’s rush hour, injuring several people.

Police confirmed one person is in custody but were not yet identifying the device used. Local

news channel WABC cited police sources as saying a possible pipe bomb detonated in a
passageway below ground at Port Authority.

A police officer near the scene said: “There was an explosion under Port Authority somewhere in
the subway. That’s all we’ve got for now.”

Media reported several people were injured, and WPIX television reported, citing sources, that a
man with a “possible second device” has been detained in the subway tunnel.

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio and President Donald Trump have been briefed on the
incident, according to local media and the White House.

“There was a stampede up the stairs to get out,” said Diego Fernandez, one of the commuters at
Port Authority. “Everybody was scared and running and shouting.”
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The Wall Street Journal
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some-1512942117"me=prod/accounts-wsi

The Taxman Cometh: Senate Bill’s Marginal Rates Could Top 100% for Some

By Richard Rubin, 12/10/17

Some high-income business owners could face marginal tax rates exceeding 100% under the
Senate’s tax bill, far beyond the listed rates m the Republican plan.

That means a business owner’s next $100 in earnings, under certain circumstances, would
require paying more than $100 in additional federal and state taxes.

As lawmakers rush to write the final tax bill over the next week, they already are looking at
changes to prevent this from happening. Broadly, House and Senate Republicans are trying to
reconcile their bills, looking for ways to pay for eliminating the most contentious proposals. The
formal House-Senate conference committee will meet on Wednesday, and GOP lawmakers may
unveil an agreement by week’s end.

The possible marginal tax rate of more than 100% results from the combination of tax policies
designed to provide benefits to businesses and families but then deny them to the richest people.
As income climbs and those breaks phase out, each dollar of income faces regular tax rates and a
hidden marginal rate on top of that, in the form of vanishing tax breaks. That structure, if
maintained in a final law, would create some of the disincentives to working and to earning
business profit that Republicans have long complained about, while opening lucrative avenues
for tax avoidance.

As a taxpayer’s income gets much higher and moves out of those phaseout ranges, the marginal
tax rates would go down.
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Consider, for example, a married, self-employed New Jersey lawyer with three children and
earnings of about $615,000. Getting $100 more in business income would force the lawyer to
pay $105.45 in federal and state taxes, according to calculations by the conservative-leaning Tax
Foundation. That is more than double the marginal tax rate that household faces today.

If the New Jersey lawyer’s stay-at-home spouse wanted a job, the first $100 of the spouse’s
wages would require $107.79 in taxes. And the tax rates for similarly situated residents of
California and New York City would be even higher, the Tax Foundation found. Analyses by the
Tax Policy Center, which is run by a former Obama administration official, find similar results,
with federal marginal rates as high as 85%, and those don’t include items such as state taxes, selt-
employment taxes or the phase-out of child tax credits.

The bill as written would provide incentives for business owners to shift profit across calendar
years, move personal expenses inside the business and engage in other economically
unproductive maneuvers, said David Gamage, a tax-law professor at Indiana University.

“I would expect a huge tax-gaming response once people fully understand how it works,” said
Mr. Gamage, a former Treasury Department official, who said business owners have an easier
time engaging in such tax avoidance than salaried employees do. “The payoff for gaming is
huge, within the set of people who both face these rates and have flexible enough business
structures.”

The analyses “raise a valid concern” that lawmakers are examining, said Julia Lawless, a
spokeswoman for the Senate Finance Committee.

“With any major reform, there will always be unusual hypotheticals delivering anomalous
results,” she said. “The goal of Congress’s tax overhaul has been to lower taxes on the American
people and by and large, according to a variety of analyses, we’re achieving that.”

Marginal tax rates are different from average tax rates. A marginal rate is the tax on the edge, or
margin, of one’s earnings, and so it reflects what would be the next dollar of income. The
average rate is a way of measuring a taxpayer’s total burden.
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The Republican bills are trying to reduce both marginal and average tax rates, and for many
taxpayers, they do. The marginal tax rates above 100% affect a small slice of households with
very particular circumstances. Similar, though smaller, effects occur throughout the tax system.

“This is a big concern,” said Scott Greenberg, a Tax Foundation analyst. “It would be
unfortunate if Congress passed a tax bill that had the effect of making additional work and
additional income not worthwhile for any subgroup of households.”

Here’s how that New Jersey lawyer’s marginal rate adds up to more than 100%:

The household is paying the 35% marginal tax rate on their income range. Or, they are paying
the alternative minimum tax, which operates at the same marginal rate in that income range.

The household is paying New Jersey’s highest income-tax rate, which is 8.97%, and now has to
pay all of that because the Republican tax plan wouldn’t let such state or local taxes be deducted
from federal income.

The household is also losing a deduction the Senate created for so-called pass-through
businesses such as partnerships and S corporations. That 23% deduction is fully available to
owners of service businesses like law firms, but only if income is below $500,000 for a married
couple.

The deduction then phases out over $100,000 in income, according to a complex formula,
disappearing entirely once income reaches $624,000. Up to that point, each additional dollar of
business income faces progressively steeper tax rates because the deduction and its benefit are
shrinking rapidly as income goes up.

The provisions also interact with each other in ways that drive up marginal rates. “The central
problem here is that there is a large benefit phasing out over a short range,” Mr. Greenberg said.
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The Republican bill doubles the child tax credit to $2,000 but phases it out beginning at
$500,000 income for joint filers. The credit shrinks by $50 for every $1,000 in income above
that, so a married couple with three children faces a higher marginal tax rate when they’re in that
phase-out range.

The analysis assumes that the New Jersey lawyer is paying a 3.8% tax on self-employment
income.

Pushing marginal rates lower on these households wouldn’t be easy and would require tradeoffs.
Republicans could make the phaseout of the business deduction more gentle, spreading it over,
say, $200,000, as opposed to $100,000, of income above $500,000. But that would make the tax
cuts bigger, and Republicans are already looking for money to offset other changes they are
planning.

They could lower the threshold for the child tax credit, but that would reduce tax cuts for
households below $500,000.

Under current law, there are some high marginal tax rates for some lower-income households.
Some families just above the poverty line can see their earned income tax credits and food
stamps going down as their federal and state taxes go up. That combination can create marginal
tax rates of around 75%, according to the Congressional Budget Office.

The Wall Street Journal

hitps://www. wsi.com/articles/americans-give-trump-higher-grades-on-economy-than-overall-
1512925084

Americans Give Trump Higher Grades on Economy Than Overall

By Eli Stokols, 12/10/17
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Although President Donald Trump’s overall approval ratings have dropped to the lowest point of
his presidency, he is getting significantly higher marks in one important area: his handling of the
economy.

With the U.S. unemployment rate holding at a 17-year low, hiring strong and the stock market
hitting regular records, Mr. Trump is getting stronger reviews from the public on the economy,
with 42% approving and 37% disapproving, according to the most recent Wall Street
Journal/NBC News survey, conducted in late October.

That stands in stark contrast to his overall approval rating, which dropped last week to 32%, the
lowest point of his 11-month presidency, according to a Pew Research Center poll. His
disapproval rating of 68% in the same survey was also a new high.

The WSJ poll showed the president with a 38% approval rating, his lowest to date in this poll,
while 58% disapproved of his overall performance.

A Gallup survey from November showed the president’s approval rating for his handling of the
economy at 45%, eight points ahead of his overall approval number, which sagged to 37%.

“He’s a political contortionist in that he has high economic numbers and very low personal
approval ratings. That’s almost impossible to do,” said Peter Hart, a veteran Democratic pollster.

On Friday, the White House celebrated the December jobs report that showed the economy
gaining 228,000 jobs in November.

“President Trump’s bold economic vision continues to pay off,” White House Press Secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said in a statement that also referenced an increase in manufacturing
jobs since the president took office. “As we continue to unleash the American economy from

unnecessary regulation and taxes, we look forward to seeing more reports like this, showing a
healthy and thriving jobs market for the American people.”
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The president expects to sign a final version of the GOP’s $1 4 trillion tax overhaul before the
end of the year. White House political director Bill Stepien, who didn’t respond to a request to
comment, has expressed confidence in the past that strong economic numbers, especially in the
states Mr. Trump won in the 2016 election, will be enough to help him overcome other political
liabilities.

"The issues that drove the 2016 election—change Washington and fix the economy—continue to
break President Trump’s way. Today’s strong economy is a bulwark for the party in power as it
faces the electorate next year in congressional elections,”” said Bill McInturff of the Republican
polling firm Public Opinion Strategies. Mr. McInturff directs the Journal/NBC News poll with
Democrat Fred Yang.

Mr. Hart isn’t so sure. He pointed to a recent focus group he conducted with North Carolina
voters. He said they were less willing to forgive Mr. Trump’s sometimes controversial behavior
amidst a strong economy than they were with President Bill Clinton two decades earlier.

“During the Clinton impeachment, people said, ’Look, the economy is doing fine.” They weren’t
in a mood to pursue impeachment,” Mr. Hart said. “What’s different now is the country is
looking for an equilibrium and the president keeps the country constantly on edge. There’s never
enough of a lull for voters to get their breath and say, "I’'m comfortable.” And that’s why Trump
doesn’t get the full political benefit of the economic growth.”

Some administration allies have been trying to impress upon the president and his
communications team that he would be in a stronger political position if he created fewer
distractions with his tweets, according to people familiar with those conversations.

TRUMP TWEETS

N/A
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To: Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.gov]

Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln[ferguson lincoln@epa.gov}; Wilcox, Jahan[wilcox.jahan@epa.govl]; Abboud,
Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov}; Hewitt, James[hewitt.james@epa.govl; Konkus,
John[konkus.john@epa.gov}; Daniell, Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tue 12/19/2017 10:01:40 PM

Subject: Re: Politico got it wrong on Tar Creek

Thank you!
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 19, 2017, at 3:19 PM, Block, Molly <block molly@epa.gov> wrote:

http://www . joplinglobe.com/opinion/columns/ichn-berrey-politico-got-it-wrong-on-tar-
creek/article 96e18¢96-8¢7d-51b4-beec-8ab81e6d9575 html

NOTE: This local control and funding of the cleanups at Superfund sites is consistent with
Pruitt’s change in the focus of the Superfund program nationwide.

It should be noted that Tar Creek is the first Superfund site in the nation where an Indian
tribe has been given the lead by the EPA in site cleanup. It may be news to Malcom
Burnley, but the Quapaw tribe has scientists and engineers on staft to provide technical
oversight and the tribe has a construction division with heavy equipment and numerous
tribal employees with construction and earth moving equipment and experience. These
enhancements were a direct result of tribal leaders, the EPA and Sen. Inhofe and his staff
working together for over a decade to ensure that the tribe had the capacity and ability to
perform this work...

The article states that “(a)s EPA administrator, he (Scott Pruitt) has assumed full
responsibility for the still-faltering cleanup.” As I pointed out above, the cleanup is far from
“faltering,” and in fact the state of Oklahoma — seeing how the tribe has achieved
unprecedented progress in the cleanup at Tar Creek — has entered into its own inter-agency
agreement with the Quapaw tribe to perform cleanup of contaminated nontribal land.

This state/tribe agreement is another nationwide first at a Superfund site. Not surprisingly,
after Pruitt sent his senior staff to visit Tar Creek this past summer and report back to him,
they reported that because of the tribe’s more than adequate capacity to perform the work at
a lower cost, and because of the tribe’s longstanding relationships with landowners and the
local communities, the current remediation work at Tar Creck should be a model for
bringing new approaches to large legacy Superfund sites...

After decades of exploitation, environmental devastation, mismanagement of natural

resources and broken promises, the Quapaw tribe, with the help of Sen. Inhofe, Pruitt and
the EPA, and the state of Oklahoma, has taken a leadership role at the Tar Creck site. With
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all due respect to the former residents of the Tar Creek area and Politico, the real story at
Tar Creek is this: The members of an Indian tribe were promised land as a place to be
Quapaw. Now they are taking it back one truckful of mine waste at a time.

John Berrey: Politico got it
wrong on Tar Creek

Joplin Globe
John Berry: Chairman of Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma

As the longtime chairman of the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma, I take strong exception to the
Dec. 6 article by Politico’s Malcom Burnley (“The Environmental Scandal In Scott Pruitt’s
Backyard”), which showed Burnley to be an accomplished ax-grinder.

This piece indicated that Oklahoma Sen. Jim Inhofe bears significant blame for the
complicated nature of the cleanup of the Tar Creek Superfund site located on Quapaw land
in Northeast Oklahoma.

Even casual observers know that the complications at Tar Creek existed long before the
tenure of Sen. Inhofe. When mining companies discovered lead and zinc ore on Quapaw
lands in the early 1900s they were required to acquire mining leases through the federal
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Many Quapaw tribal members refused to lease their land to the
mining companies. Perhaps not unsurprisingly, the BIA responded by declaring those tribal
members “incompetent” and went ahead and executed the mining leases on their behalf.

When the Environmental Protection Agency declared Tar Creek a national priority list
Superfund site in 1983, the EPA considered the BIA, along with the mining companies, a
“responsible party” because of BIA’s participation in leasing the land for mining and its
management of mining practices on Indian leases.

For most of the 30-plus years since being declared a responsible party by EPA, and
therefore liable for the cleanup, BIA has refused to accept responsibility for the cleanup or
provide any cleanup funds. In fact, because of its fear of past and future liability, the BIA
fought every effort by the EPA to clean up mine waste on Quapaw tribal lands. This — not
anything Sen. Inhofe did or didn’t do — is the primary reason that cleanup of Tar Creek has
languished for over most of the last 35 years.

In reality, Sen. Inhofe and his staff, including his former chief of staff Ryan Jackson, should
get significant credit for ending the deadlock between EPA and BIA, thereby allowing the
start of the cleanup of the mountains of heavy metal-laden mine waste (called “chat”) that
dominate the landscape on Quapaw land. In the early 2000s, Sen. Inhofe, using his
influence as chairman of Environment and Public Works Committee in the Senate and
working with Quapaw tribal leaders, brought upper management of the EPA and the
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Department of the Interior together by facilitating an agreement and sponsoring legislation
that would ease fear of liability and allow the EPA to finally begin cleanup of mine waste
on tribal lands. Since then, there has been more mine waste cleaned up at Tar Creek than in
the previous 30 years combined.

More than once in the article the author states that the Quapaw tribe has been “contracted”
to perform cleanup at Tar Creek. This represents a fundamental misunderstanding of the
facts and the nature of tribal sovereignty. Under the Superfund law, Indian tribes have the
same status as states where Superfund sites are concerned. The EPA cleanup funds that the
Quapaw tribe’s Environmental Office receives to clean up mine waste on tribal lands are
channeled through an inter-agency cooperative agreement — a funding method identical to
EPA funding provided to state agencies that participate in Superfund cleanups.

This method of cleanup funding has significant advantages over “contracting” out
Superfund cleanup work. By funding a tribe or state agency to perform the work
themselves, 1t allows work to be performed by local entities that know the communities in
which they work, not to mention the lower costs that result from avoiding the usual markups
of multilayered contractors.

This local control and funding of the cleanups at Superfund sites is consistent with Pruitt’s
change in the focus of the Superfund program nationwide.

It should be noted that Tar Creek is the first Superfund site in the nation where an Indian
tribe has been given the lead by the EPA in site cleanup. It may be news to Malcom
Burnley, but the Quapaw tribe has scientists and engineers on staft to provide technical
oversight and the tribe has a construction division with heavy equipment and numerous
tribal employees with construction and earth moving equipment and experience. These
enhancements were a direct result of tribal leaders, the EPA and Sen. Inhofe and his staff
working together for over a decade to ensure that the tribe had the capacity and ability to
perform this work.

It is reasonable to expect that the tribe, the most adversely affected stakeholder at Tar
Creek, should benefit from the cleanup of its own lands. Accordingly, the Quapaw tribe has
cleaned up more waste and returned more acres to productive use since 2013, than was
cleaned up in the previous 30 years at Tar Creek.

The article states that “(a)s EPA administrator, he (Scott Pruitt) has assumed full
responsibility for the still-faltering cleanup.” As I pointed out above, the cleanup is far from
“faltering,” and in fact the state of Oklahoma — seeing how the tribe has achieved
unprecedented progress in the cleanup at Tar Creek — has entered into its own inter-agency
agreement with the Quapaw tribe to perform cleanup of contaminated nontribal land.

This state/tribe agreement is another nationwide first at a Superfund site. Not surprisingly,
after Pruitt sent his senior staff to visit Tar Creek this past summer and report back to him,
they reported that because of the tribe’s more than adequate capacity to perform the work at
a lower cost, and because of the tribe’s longstanding relationships with landowners and the
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local communities, the current remediation work at Tar Creek should be a model for
bringing new approaches to large legacy Superfund sites.

Most of the article derides the Lead Impacted Communities Relocation Assistance Trust for
alleged mismanagement of the relocation of residents of the Tar Creek area. Although I am
not familiar with all of the inner workings of the LICRAT or the nature and validity of all of
the grievances of the relocated residents, I do know that all of the residents have been
removed from the hazards of the inevitable mine cave-ins that occur at the site on a regular
basis.

Members of the LICRAT have also endeavored to see that the tribe ultimately receives the
land that was purchased so that the tribe can ensure that the land is remediated and
eventually converted into some form that can be safely used as a part of its land base.

It should also be noted that many residents living in the Tar Creek area were living on
Quapaw tribal land, and in many cases, did not know it because the BIA had not been

collecting rent for decades as it was required to. This resulted in some of the residents’
evident resentment toward the LICRAT’s proposed buyout offers.

After decades of exploitation, environmental devastation, mismanagement of natural
resources and broken promises, the Quapaw tribe, with the help of Sen. Inhofe, Pruitt and
the EPA, and the state of Oklahoma, has taken a leadership role at the Tar Creck site. With
all due respect to the former residents of the Tar Creek area and Politico, the real story at
Tar Creek is this: The members of an Indian tribe were promised land as a place to be
Quapaw. Now they are taking it back one truckful of mine waste at a time.

John Berrey is the chairman of the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma.
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To: Lincoln Ferguson (ferguson.lincoin@epa.gov)[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov}

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thur 8/10/2017 2:55:29 PM

Subject: FW: Tulsa World: Some believe Scott Pruitt is eyeing U.S. Senate campaign from his seat as
EPA head, 8/10/17

FYI

Tulsa World

http//www.tulsaworld.com/bhomenacelatest/randv-krehbiel-some-believe-scott-pruitt-is-
eveing-u-s/article 8di80b4da-1de8-59d5-b67h-153214782108. htm!

Some believe Scott Pruitt is eyeing U.S. Senate campaign from his seat as EPA head

By: Randy Krehbiel, 8/9/17

Former Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt's foray into the federal bureaucracy as
Environmental Protection Agency administrator doesn't seem to have diminished speculation
that his ultimate goal is the U.S. Senate.

Although he remains mum about his long-range plans, Pruitt has long been seen as a potential
successor to U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe, who would be up for re-election in 2020, when he turns 86.

Inhofe has not said whether he'll seek another term, but he has always been very complementary
of Pruitt and, publicly at least, seems to regard Pruitt as a worthy protege.

In a piece published Wednesday morning, Politico suggests some of Pruitt's EPA initiatives are
regarded as political theater. His proposed televised debates on climate change are viewed with
particular skepticism, according to the piece.

"The man’s running for Senate (in 2020)," says David Bookbinder of the Niskanen Center, a
libertarian-leaning policy institute that favors federal regulation of greenhouse gases.
"Everything he says is calculated toward securing the Republican nomination in Oklahoma and
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then winning the general election there.”

Pruitt has been and continues to be the subject of intense scrutiny in Washington. Most recently,
reporters have been reexamining Pruitt's handling five years ago of a state auditor and inspector's
report on a trust created to administer relocation of residents in the area of Tar Creek in Ottawa
County.

Pruitt, who was attorney general at the time, took the report to the state's multi-county grand
jury, but no action was taken. Pruitt subsequently refused to release the report, saying he
believed it might cast private citizens in an unfavorable light.

At the time, Auditor and Inspector Gary Jones, now a candidate for governor, disagreed with
Pruitt.

More recently, as a result of Open Records Act requests for the audit, Jones' office asked current
Attorney General Mike Hunter for guidance on the matter.

In a letter dated Aug. 3, Senior Deputy Attorney General Tom Gruber told Jones' office "this
audit shall remain a confidential criminal investigatory file in the Office of the Attorney General
and will not be released.”

A long record in public office can be fertile ground for political foes. The Politico piece says that
while Pruitt's energy allies want a more favorable regulatory environment, they don't necessarily
want a showdown on environmental science, because that's a fight they could lose.

And if they lose, so does Scott Pruitt.

Jessica Sparacino
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US Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Public Affairs Intern
(202) 564-5327

WICN 2502J
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 8/24/2017 8:32:18 PM

To: Eilperin, Julieti Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |

Subject: RE: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Sounds good, have a safe trip

From: Eilperin, Juliet [mailtoii Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 4:13 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Follow-Up on Grants Story

0K, I just got news on the monument front | need to write, so | will deal with that and likely try to connect w these folks
when I'm on the road tomorrow. We will keep in touch on it.

From: Bowman, Liz [mailto:Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 4:11 PM

To: Eilperin, Juliet < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >
Subject: RE: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Thanks for the response. | generally try to be as “hands off” as possible when recommending that career staff
talk to reporters. They may ask that | join them on a call, but if they want to talk on the record, | don’t have a
problem with that. My guess is that they may want to be on background, or quoted as “senior agency career
official in the office of general counsel” (for example), but | will let you work that out with them.

! EX. 6 - Personal Privacy :
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 3:27 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman. Liz@epa sov>

Subject: RE: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Dear lLiz,
Thanks so much for this, and yes, given our ground rules, the only on-the-record quotes | will use will be the ones from
you.

Today has been hugely frustrating because of the fact that Interior didn’t release a single detail about its monument
recommendations, and now | just got some new intel on this that | need to share with my editor. I'm going to do that
and then start writing this story. | will try to reach out to a couple of folks you suggest below, though to be clear, none of
them can talk on the record, right?

And as | mentioned, I'm headed to CO tomorrow, but basically, | will just work late on this tonight, I'm guessing, and
should be pretty reachable aside from when I'm in the air. Also, there’s a chance they will just pitch the story for early
next week, if | can’t get it all done today, which would give me more time to reach out to folks.

Thanks, Juliet

From: Bowman, Liz [mailte:Bowman.liz@epa.pov]
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 3:03 PM

To: Eilperin, Juliet < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy !
Subject: Follow-Up on Grants Story
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Juliet — Off the record: Since we all agreed the call was on background, the quotes you may use on the record
are below (attributed to me, as agency spokesperson), along with additional background based on our
discussions. | understand that you have spoken with some career employees already, but strongly suggest you
also talk to the career staff who John works with on a daily basis, including lawyers and technical staff.

As you know, John’s role in the public affairs office is focused on communications activities in the states and
regions, which naturally includes grants, such as the Brownfields grants. Along those lines, | want to make
sure you have a copy of the Inspector General report (attached) that came out yesterday, showing that
improved management is needed and that millions of dollars is being mismanaged, and specifically that EPA’s
brownfields program is rife with what BNA reports a5 “confusion, inconsistency and lack of
direction]news.bna.coml.” This underscores John's role as a grants advisor on policy and general
management issues, including for the brownfields and the tribal grants. John also plays a vital role in making
the public aware of all the money EPA is allocating to local environmental projects through the grant

program. Therefore, a list of press releases is also attached to highlight John's role in helping get these out the
door and announced. Asyou can see by looking at how they picked up more and more each month he worked
on this, he really helps get the word out about the good work EPA is doing in local communities. Please let me
know if you have any further questions. Thank you - Liz, 202-309-3416

On the Record: Quotes to attribute to Liz Bowman:
"Decisions about grants are to ensure funding is in line with the Agency's mission and policy priorities.”

"I want to underscore the fact that a very select few have been rescinded. This is simply about being aware of
how taxpayer money is being spent.”

...agency was pulling back grants that were going to "international entities, without providing results for
American taxpayers."

To address Ryan's comment: "We review grants to see if they are providing tangible results to the American
people.”

Bedbugs: "Let's be clear, we are talking about $20K for a one-day workshop on bedbugs."

Additional EPA Staff Available for Background Discussions:

Wendel Askew, Office of General Council, 202-564-3987, Askew. Wendel@ena.gov

Bruce Binder, Office of Grants and Department, 202-564-4935, Binder Bruce@epa gov

Ken Sylvester, Office of Grants and Debarment, 202-564-1902, sylvester.kenneth@epa.gov

Additional Background:

The previous administration insisted that all their work focus heavily on climate change, as outlined in their
strategic plan and including in the grant-making process. As part of the change in policy focus, the attached
memo has been drafted by the acting AA for the Office of International and Tribal Affairs (OITA) to explain the
new guiding principles, which focuses on “tangible environmental results” — and should be applied as EPA
provides grants to tribal governments. As we discussed, this explains any review or holds of grants to ensure
that they are in line with the Agency’s current policy priorities.

With regard to some of the grants that were rescinded or the tribal grants discussed that were held for
review, the previous administration explained on the website that it provided grants to advance priorities
such as “combating climate change by limiting pollutants.”
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International Grants and Coonerative
Asreements epa.cov|

EPA provides grants and enters into cooperative agreements that support protecting human health and the
environment while advancing U.S. national interests through international environmental collaboration.
Our International Priorniesiepa.gov] are:

e Building Strong Environmental Institutions and Legal Structuresiepa.goy

e Uombating Climate Change by Limiting Pollutanisiepa.goy

e improving Alr Quslitvizpa.gov)

e Dxpanding Access to Clean Waterlepa.goy

o Reduring Exposurs to Toxic Chemicalsiepa.gov

e Cleaning Up Blectronic Waste {E-Wastellepa.goy

Stratesic Plap FY14-FYIB Inlease see page 19 of the PDF, under adapiationh:iena.gov
Adaptation initiatives undertaken by EPA national
programs and regional offices will carry out key
elements of the President’s Climate Action Plan (June
2013) and aim to increase the resilience of communities
and ecosystems to climate change by increasing
their ability to anticipate, prepare for, respond to,
and recover from the impacts of a changing climate.
EPA is encouraging and supporting smarter, more
resilient investments by integrating considerations of
climate change impacts and adaptive measures into
major grant, loan, contract, and technical assistance
programs, consistent with existing authorities. For
example, FPA is integrating climate adaptation
criteria into the Clean Water and Drinking Water
State Revolving Loan Funds and grants for brownfields
cleanup. EPA is also partnering with states,
tribes, and urban and rural communities to integrate
climate change data, models, information, and other
decision-support tools into their planning processes
in ways that empower them to anticipate, prepare
for, and adapt to a changing climate.

NATIONAL RELEASES

APRIL- P& Announces Grants to Reduce Emissions from Diesel Engineslena.gov

MAY- Water Infrastructure Investment in Oty of Joshue, TX Protects the Ervironment and Sparks Economic
Growthispa.sgoy

MAY- EPA Awards Grant o Albemarle - Pardico National Estuary Partnership: Protecting Natural Besources and
Strengthening Loca! Economiesiepa.zoy

MAY- EPA Awards Multi-Million Dollar Grant 1o North Caroling 1o Protect Watsr Qualitylepa. oy

JUNE- Grganizations Across the Country Seek to Improve Water Infrastructures, Grow Local Economiesiena.goy
JULY- EPA Selects 12 Prolects to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loansiena.goy

REGION 1

MARCH- EP& Awards 53.3 Million in Wellands Grants to Heln State and Tribal Wetland Programs in New
Englandieps.poyv
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APRIL- Mew EPA Funding Oonportunity for Coastal Watershed Restoration in Southeast New Englandiepa.goy
MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grants and Assistance to Sonneclicut Communitiesiepagoy

MAY- ERA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Two NH Communitissiens.soy

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance 1o Three Vermont Communitieslana.goy

MAY-£PA Provides Browndislds Grants and Assisiance to Rhode island Communitiesiepa.gov

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistange to Mass, Communitiesiepa.gov)

MAY- EPA Takes Steps o improve Water Quality in Mystic Tributariss Downstream of Belmont, Mass. lenpa.gov
MAY- £PA Selects Lowrence, Mass. Group for Brownfields lob Training Grantiepa.gov

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Maine Communitieslaepa.soy

JUNE- EPA 1o Help Bangor and Waterville, Maine Improve Health, Envirenment and Revitalize Local Economyviena.eoy
JUNE- £PA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance 1o three Vermont Communitissiepa.gov

JUNE- Eeonomically Disadvantazed Communities in Maine Recelve 51,1 Million to Redevelon Contaminated
Propertiesienagoy

JUNE- City of Taunton, Mass, Recejves S500.000 to Redevelop Contaminated Brownfield Siteslepa.gov)

JULY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grants to Western Massachusetts Communitieslepagov

JULY- ERA Brovides Brownfields Grants o Maine Communitieslena.soy

JULY- EPA Selects Biddeford, Maine Proiect to Apoly for Low-Cost Water Infrastructure Loanlena.sov

JULY- Bhode island Awarded 5852 735 EPA Grant for Enwvironmental Programsiena.goy

JULY- New Hampshire Awarded $936,308 EPA Grant for Environmental Programsienasov

JULY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grants to Woonsockst and Providence, Bhode slandlena. gov

JULY- EPA Awards 591000 Enviromsmental Education Srant to Woonasauatucke River Watershed Council in Providence,
R.lLlspa.sov]

AUGUST- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant to Shelton, Connlepa.gov]

REGION 2

MARCH- EPA Provides Environmenta! Fducation Grants to Buffalo Niagars Riverkesper angd the Notursl History Musseum
of the Adirondacks {The Wild Centerilepasoy

MAY- EPA Selacts Sullivan County, Mew York to Receive 2 S200 000 Grant to Investisate Contaminated
Propertiesieng.goy

MAY- EPA Selects Camdern, New Jersey to Receive Grants Totaling 5750000 1o Assess, Clean Up and Revitalize
Contaminated Propertiesiena.zov]

MAY- EPA Selecks Trenton, New Jersey to Receive 3 5200000 Grant to Clean Up and Revitalize Contaminated
Propertviepa.gov

MAY- E2A Selects Catafio, Puerto Rico to Recelve a S200,000 Grant to Investisate Contaminated Propertiesiena.gov]
MAY- ERA Selacts Maurice River Townshin, New lersey to Recelve Grants Totaling $400,000 to Assess, Clean Up and
Hevitalize Contaminated Propertissiepa.zov

MAY- EPA Selects Valley Falls, New York Recelve g $200.000 Grant to Investigate Contaminated Propertyiepa.gov)
MAY- EPA Provides 5200000 for Green lob Training in New York Citvlena.gov

JUNE- Camden Redevelopment Agency to Receive 5450 000 to Continue Work on Contaminated Brownfisld
Sitelena.govi

JUNE- EPA Provides Environmentad Programs in Pusrto Rico with More than One Million Dollars 1o Improve Water
Quslitvvlepa.gov

JUNE- EPA Provides Environmental Programe in MY with 55.7 Million to Imorove Water Qualitvlepa.zov)

JUNE- EPA Provides Environmentad Programs in Pusrto Rico with More than One Million Dollars 1o Improve Water
Qualitvvlena.gov

JUNE- EPA Provides Environmental Frograms in Puerte Rico with More than One Million Dollars to Improve Water
Cuslitviepa.goy

JULY- EPA Grant Funds Teacher Training Through The Collegs of New lersevlena. sov

AUGUST- EPA Provides New lersey 570 Million for Wastewater and Drinkine Water Iimprovementsiepasoy)
AUGUST- EPA Provides New Jersey with Nearly 5 1.2 Million to 8ssess Contaminated Sites and Oversee Superfund
Cleanupslepa.goy

AUGUST- EPA Provides New York S186 Million for Wastewster and Drinking Water Improvementsienagoy

REGION 3
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APRIL- EPA Browntields Funding to Revitalizelepg oy

APRIL- EBA Funding 1o Revitalize Wilmington Brownfieldslepa.goyv

MAY- ERA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Wast Virginialepa.zov

MAY- £PA Browntields Funding Announced for Western Pennsyvivanialepazoy

MAY- EPA Awards Earth Conservancy in Ashley, Pa Ervironmental Workforce and Development Job Training
Fundineleps.goy]

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Baltimorelepa.gov

JUNE- £PA 1o Heln Montpomery and Smithers, West Virginia Improve Health, Environment and Revitalize Local
Feonomylens.soy

JULY- Baltimore City One of 12 Selected by EPA To Apply For New Water Infrastructure Fundinglena.goy

JULY- EPA Awards $S81,000 Environmental Fducation Grant to Alvernia University in Reading, Pennsylvanialepa.goy)
AUGUST- Pittsbursh gets 5600000 in EPA Brownfields Grants to assess propertesieps.goyv)

AUGUST- EPA Announces Fundine of More Than 53.5 Million for DC Water Projecislepa.gov

REGION 4

FEBRUARY- Ef4 Awards $1.08 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, Allepa.gov)

MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Fight Communities In Mississipoilepa.goy

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Five Communities in North Carolinalepa.goy

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Thres Communities in South Carclinalena.sov

MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Fau Claire, Green Bay, Shebovean, Washington County and
Wauwalnsalepa.goy

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Four Communitiss in Kentuckylspa. gov

MAY-EPA Awards 51.15 Million to South Coroling to Protect Water Qualitviepa.soy

MAY- EPA Selects Florida State Colless al Jacksonville, Fla, for Job Training Grant{spa.zov

JUNE- EEA Provides S1.38 Million to Florids's Environmental Prograrmsiepa, gov

JUNE- EPA to Help Kentuckisns Improve Health, Environment and Revitalize Local Econpmyiepa.gov]

JUNE- 51 Million Grant will Help Mississingl Address Leaking Underground Petroleum Storage Tankslepasov
JUNE- £8A to Help Greenshoro, AL Improve Health, Environment and Revitalize Local Eeonomylena.goyv

JUNE- Mississinnt Awarded 52,15 Million EPA Grant for Enwvironmental Prograrosiens.goy)

JUNE- EPA tn Recognize Five Communities in Georsla for Receiving 51,4 Million in Funding for Brownfield Site and
Community Revitalizationlepa.gov

JUNE- EPA Awards 5300000 to Atlants, GA 1o Assess and Clean Up Contaminated Sives and Fromoete Economic
Redevelopmentienasoy

JULY- £P4 Selects Miami-Dade County, Florids Project to Apply for Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act
WIFIA) Loansiena.soy

JULY- EPA Selects the City of Ok Ridee, Tennesses Project 1o Apply for Water Infrastructurs Finance and Innovation Act
[WIFIA) Loansiepa.gov]

JULY- ERA Partners with North Carclina to Protect Drinking Waterlena. goy

AUGUST- EPA Awards Research Grant to Georgia Environmenta! Protection Division for Water Guality Monitoring
Projectiepa.gov

AUGUST- EPA Awards Palm Beach County, Florida $133 135 1o Reduce air Pollutioniena.gov

REGION 5

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Fau Claire, Green Bay, Shebovean, Washington County and
Wanwsgtosalepagov

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Roseville, Newark, Norwall, Painesville, Pigua, Port of Greater Cincinnati
Development Authority, Younsstown and Southern Chin Port Authoritylsepa.gsov

MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Mankato and Minnesota Pollution Control Ageneviens.gov
MAY- Transforming Lives and Land in Wisconsin through EPA’s Browniislds lob Training Proeramiena.goy
MAY- Transforming Lives and Land in Chicago through EPA's Brownfields Job Training Programiepa.sov
MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Calhoun County, Genesee County, Michizan Department of
Erwironmental Quality, St Clair County and Tuscola Countvlena.gov

JUNE- £PA to Help Anderson, Indiana, Imorove Health, Environment and Revitalize Loca! Economyiepa.gov
JUNE- EPA Grant Funds Student Conservation Projects ot 15 Wisconsin Schoolsiepa.gov
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JUNE- Rockiord, 1L, Will Recelve S700.000 to Redevelon Contaminated Browntield Sitesiena.gov

JUNE- EPA provides 52.5 million to Ulinois to resume Superfund cleanup in Southeast Rockfordlepasoy

JUNE- Downiriver Community Conference Wil Beceive 5500 000 1o Redevelon Contaminated Brownfield Sits in
Tecumseh, Michlepa.zov

JUNE- EPA provides 56.8 million to Chicaeo Park District for DuSable Park cleanunlena.goy

JULY- EPA Awards 5550,000 to Wisconsin for Coastal Wetland Prolectsiepa.gov]

JULY- EPA Awards 5120.000 to Hinois for Prolect in Waukegan Harborlepa.gov

JULY- ERA selects Indlana Finance Authorily to apoly for 54360 water infrastructure loanjepa.gov

AUGUST- EPA awards 545 000 srant to Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippews Indizns to improve air guslity in Michigan's
Linper Peninsulalena.soy

AUGUST- EPA partners with Michigan, Wisconsin and citizen scientists on innovative Great Lakes ressarch
wojectiepapov]

REGION 6

APRIL- EFA Grant of More Than 5123.000 Will Help Protect Louisiang’s Drinking Water Spurcesiepa, gov]

MAY- E2A Grant of More Than 5330000 Will Help Superfund Cleanups in New Mexjoolepa.gov

MAY- EPA Grant of More Than $158,000 Will Support Public Drinking Water Systems in Louisianslena.soy

MAY- State of Texas Recebves EPA Grant of S&.3M for Water Quality and Environmmental Programsiepa.sov

MAY- E24 Awards Pueblo de Cochiti 540,000 to Protect the Environmentieps.sov

MAY- EPA Grant of More Than $100.000 Will Help Protect Chishoms's Drinldng Water Sourceslepa.poy)

MAY- EPA Awards Oklahoma S855,000 to Protect Water Qualitvlena.gov

MAY- EPA and New Mexdco Partner to Prevent Water Pollution: EPA Awards 5217 660 1o New Mexico Environment
Departmentiepazov

MAY- EPA partpers with Tenas to eliminate water pollution: Awards $2 Million Grant to Texas Commission on
Ervironmental Quatitvlena.soy

MAY- EPA and Mew Meaxico Work for Clean Al Million-Dollar Award to New Meaxico Environmental
Departmentieps.goy

MAY- Santa Fe Community Coliese Wins EPA Job Training Grantiepa.zov

MAY- EPA and Texas partner to monitor air gushity; EPA Awards 51.6 Million o Texas Commission on Environmental
Dualitvvlena goy

MAY- EPA partners with Quanaw Tribe of Oklahoma to continue cleanun at Tar Creek Sunerfund site: EPA awards over
54 Million to tribelepa.poy

MAY- EPA Empowers States to Safely Manges Hazardous Waste: Award of 5212.000 1o New Mexico Environment
Deparbmentiena gov

MAY- Oklahoma City recelves 5300 000 from EPA to assess environmental hazardslena.gov

MAY- Mew Orleans Reglonal Planning Commission to Recelve S300 000 from FPA to Assess Environmental
Hozardslepa.gov

MAY- City of Austin Selected to Recebve 5300000 to Assess Erwironmental Hazardslena.soy

JUNE- EPA Awards S651 709 to Arkansas Department of Ervironmental Qualibvliepa.gov)

JUNE- Qidahoma Clty recelves additional S500,000 from EPA o clean up environmental harardslepa.gov)

JUNE- EP& awards Cherpkes Nation 575,000 to protect the environmentiena.gov

JUNE- £PA and Arkansas to Protect Alr Qualitviepa.pov]

JUNE- EPA and Texas Partner on Pesticide Safetviepagov)

JUNE- EPA Awards Nearly 577,000 to the Student Conservation Association for Environmental Education Prolects in
Houston Arealepa.zov)

JUNE- EP& grant of nearly S175,000 to stote of Okishome will support pesticide safetviepagoy

JULY- ERPA and Texas team up to eliminate water pollutionlepa.sov

JULY- Espafiola, MM o improve water infrastructurs with EPA srantlena.sov

AUGUST- EPA Grant of 51,50 Will Heln Louisians Fight Pollutioniepa.sov

REGION 7
MAY- EFA Awards 5200000 to 50 Louis Community Collese to Recruit, Train and Place Workers in Green Environmental

jobslepa. gov]
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MAY- Hardesty Rensissance Economic Development Corporation Selected for 5200000 EPA Brownfields Grant o
Continue Cleanup of Abandoned Former Federal Complein Kansas Sity, Mo lspasoy

MAY- Toneka, Kan,, Selected for S300.000 EPA Brownfields Grant to Revitalize Riverfront Area, Leverage lobs, Promote
Feonomic Redevelopmentiena.goy

MAY- Topeks, Kan, Selected for S300,000 EPA Brownfields Grant to Revitalize Riverfront Ares, Leverage lobs, Promote
Feonomic Redevelopmentlepagov

MAY- City of Dubugue, fowa, Selected for S200.000 EPA Brownfields Grant to Clean Up, Revitalize Former Junkyard in
Washington Neishborhoodlena.sov

MAY- Panhandle Area Development District Selected for 5445 400 EPA Brownfields Gront to Revitalize Industrial Sites
Leverage Jobs, Promole Foonomic Redevelopment in Northwaest Nebraskalena.pov

JULY- 5t Louis Metropolitan Sewer District Invited by FRA to Apply for 343-Million Water Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act Loaniepa.gov]

JULY- City of Omaha bvited by EPA to Annly for 555-Milllon Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation &ct
Loanlepa.gov]

AUGUST- EPA Awards lows 5327000 for Superfund Combined Cooperative Agreementiena.pov

AUGUST- EPA Awards lowa 52 Milllon Grant for Environmeantal Programsiepasoy

AUGUST- EPA Awards Kansas $2.8 Million for Nonpoint Source Pollution Prevention Programiepa. gov

AUGUST- EPA Awards Kansas 5499,000 Grant for Alr Quelity Programsiens.aoy)

AUGUST- EPA Awards an Additional 5768 514 10 lowa 1o Combal Adverse Pesticide Exposurelspa.goy

REGION 8

MAY- 5alish Kootensl College receives S198K for erwironmental iob tralning program in Pablo, Montanaslepa.gov
MAY- Bent County, Colorade cleanup prolect receives $S132K to revitalize Fort Lvon campusiepa.gov

MAY- Lararmie, Wyoming receives S300K for siwirenmental assessment and property redevelopmentiepa.goy
JUNE- Great Falls and north-central Montana communities receive SIM for revitalization projectslepa.gov

JUNE- £7A swards Wyoming Department of Ervireonmental Quality SEE0k grant to protect water qualitvlepa.goy]
JULY- EPA awards Morth Dakota Depariment of Health nearly 53 90 o protect water ouslitvlena.goy

JULY- P4 awards South Dakota Department of the Environment and Natural Resources over 52.5M grant to protect
water guatitviepa.goy

JULY- EPA awards Montana Department of Environmentsl Cualiby over S2M grant to protect water gualitvlena.goy
AUGUST- S1.6M grant to help Wyoming address Leaking Underground Petroleum Storage Tankslens.gov

AUGUST- Logan River watershed receives porton of S1m grant for water guahity improvement proiectsiepa goy

REGION 9

FEBRUARY- EPA awards 5380.000 to Ding College for abandoned vranium mine studvlepa.sov

MARCH- EPA awards nearly 51 million to Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islandslepa.gov]

APRIL- L1.5. EPA swards 300,000 to East Bay small business that harnesses microbes for green chemistrvlepa, gov)
APRIL- EP& aweards nearly 513 million to Guam for sovironmental protectionlena.cov

MAY- U5, EPA Selects Fast Bay Group for Environmental Job Training Grantiepa.zov

MAY- LL5. EPA Announces 5300000 in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment in Bakersfieldlepa.gov)
MAY- LLS. EPA Announces S300.000 in Brownfields Grants to the Qity of Pittsbure to Revitalize itz Northern Industrial
Waterfrontlepa sov

MAY- LL5. EPA Announces SS500.000 to the Honoluly Authority for Rapid Transportation to Assess and Clean U
Contaminated Sites in Oahulepagoy

MAY- U.5, EPA Announces 51.9 Milllon in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment Across Northerm
Californialena.goy

MAY- LLS. EPA Announces 51.4 Million In Brownfields Grants to Promote Foonomic Redevelopment in Southern
California Communitiesiepa.gov]

MAY- L1 5. EPA Announces S300.000 in Brownflelds Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment in the Citv of
Sacramentolepa.zov

MAY- U.5, EPA Announces 51.2 million In Brownlelds Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment in Carson City,
Douglas and Nye Countieslepa.gov

MAY- LLS. EPA Announces 5500000 in Brownfields Grants to Promote Feonomic Redevelopment in Arizonalepa.gov
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MAY- L5 EPA Announces 57,2 Million in Brownfields Grants o Promote Economic Redevelopment Across the Pacific
Southwestlepa.soy

JUNE- EPA awards over SRE6,000 to Americen Samaoa for enwironmental protectionfepa.gov

JUNE- U5, EFA awards 300,000 to clean un lead in Humboldt Countylepasoy

JUNE- LLS, EPA Awards More than 5320.000 to California, Arizona Tribes to Reduce Diesel Emissionslena.cov

JUNE- U.S, EPA Awsrds 501000 to Groundwork 5an Diego to Fducate Studends and Community on Water
Comservation]ena.goy

JULY- EPA Selects Orangs County Project to Apply for Water InfTrastructurs Loanlepa.pov

JULY- EPA Selects San Diego Project to Aoply Tor Water Infrastructure Lognlepa.gov]

JULY- ERA Selecks San Francisco Prolect 0 Apply for Water Infrastructure Loaniepa.gov

JULY- EPA Selects Morro Bay Prolect to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loan]spa.gov

AUGUST- U.S, EPA awards $200.000 to improve Lake Tahoe's claritviena.gov

AUGUST- EPA Awards Arrow Indian Contractors $3.55 Million for dbandoned Uranium Mine Cleanunfepa.gov

AUGUST- EPA Announces 52.86 Million to Improve Tribal Lands In Arizonalepa.gov)

REGION 10

MARCH- Alaska Selected to Recelve 52.5 Million EPA Grant to improve Alr Cuality In Fairbankslepagov
MARCH- {daho Selected to Recelve 52.5 Million FPA Grant to Improve Alr Quality in Cache Vallevlena.gov
MAY- EPA Selects Zender Environmental Health and Research Grougp for S200.000 Environmental Workforce
Development and Job Training Grantlepa. gov

MAY- Skamania County Selected for S300,000 in Browndields Assessment Grantslepa.soy

MAY- City of 5t Helens Selected for 3300,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grantslepa.gov]

MAY- City of Bremerton Selected for S300,000 in Brownfislds Assessment Grantslepagov

MAY- City of Eugene and Partners Selected for 5500000 in Brownfislds 8ssessment Grantslenasgoy

MAY- Grays Harbor Council of Governments Selected for 5800,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grantslepa.goy
MAY- EPA Selects Communities in Alaska, Orepon and Washington for Brownfields Assessment and Cleany
Grantsiepa.gny

JUNE- £EPA awards 5513K 1o Alaska & Washington tribes to protect communities from diesel emissionsiepa.goy
JULY- King County qualifies for $129 million from innovative EPA infrastructure loan for Georsetown wat weather
treatment stationlepa.gov

AUGUST- £P4 awards $1.1 million to ldaho to protect drinking waler spurcesiens.gov
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 8/24/2017 8:11:28 PM

To: Eilperin, Juliet | Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |
Subject: RE: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Thanks for the response. | generally try to be as “hands off” as possible when recommending that career staff
talk to reporters. They may ask that | join them on a call, but if they want to talk on the record, | don’t have a
problem with that. My guess is that they may want to be on background, or quoted as “senior agency career
official in the office of general counsel” (for example), but | will let you work that out with them.

From: Eilperin, Juliet [mailto:j Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 3:27 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Dear lLiz,
Thanks so much for this, and yes, given our ground rules, the only on-the-record quotes | will use will be the ones from
you.

Today has been hugely frustrating because of the fact that Interior didn’t release a single detail about its monument
recommendations, and now | just got some new intel on this that | need to share with my editor. I'm going to do that
and then start writing this story. | will try to reach out to a couple of folks you suggest below, though to be clear, none of
them can talk on the record, right?

And as | mentioned, I'm headed to CO tomorrow, but basically, | will just work late on this tonight, I'm guessing, and
should be pretty reachable aside from when I'm in the air. Also, there’s a chance they will just pitch the story for early
next week, if | can’t get it all done today, which would give me more time to reach out to folks.

Thanks, Juliet

From: Bowman, Liz [mailto:Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 3:03 PM

To: Eilperin, Juliet <} Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >
Subject: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Juliet — Off the record: Since we all agreed the call was on background, the quotes you may use on the record
are below (attributed to me, as agency spokesperson), along with additional background based on our
discussions. | understand that you have spoken with some career employees already, but strongly suggest you
also talk to the career staff who John works with on a daily basis, including lawyers and technical staff.

As you know, John’s role in the public affairs office is focused on communications activities in the states and
regions, which naturally includes grants, such as the Brownfields grants. Along those lines, | want to make
sure you have a copy of the Inspector General report (attached) that came out yesterday, showing that
improved management is needed and that millions of dollars is being mismanaged, and specifically that EPA’s
brownfields program is rife with what BNA reports as “confusion, inconsistency and lack of

directionnews. brna.coml.” This underscores John’s role as a grants advisor on policy and general
management issues, including for the brownfields and the tribal grants. John also plays a vital role in making
the public aware of all the money EPA is allocating to local environmental projects through the grant

program. Therefore, a list of press releases is also attached to highlight John's role in helping get these out the
door and announced. As you can see by looking at how they picked up more and more each month he worked
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on this, he really helps get the word out about the good work EPA is doing in local communities. Please let me
know if you have any further questions. Thank you — Liz,! Ex.6-Personal Privacy |

On the Record: Quotes to attribute to Liz Bowman:
"Decisions about grants are to ensure funding is in line with the Agency's mission and policy priorities.”

"I want to underscore the fact that a very select few have been rescinded. This is simply about being aware of
how taxpayer money is being spent.”

...agency was pulling back grants that were going to "international entities, without providing results for
American taxpayers."

To address Ryan's comment: "We review grants to see if they are providing tangible results to the American
people.”

Bedbugs: "Let's be clear, we are talking about $20K for a one-day workshop on bedbugs."

Additional EPA Staff Available for Background Discussions:

Wendel Askew, Office of General Council, 202-564-3987, Askew . Wendel@ena.gov

Bruce Binder, Office of Grants and Department, 202-564-4935, Binder.Bruce@epa.gov

Ken Sylvester, Office of Grants and Debarment, 202-564-1902, sylvester.kenneth@epa.gov

Additional Background:

The previous administration insisted that all their work focus heavily on climate change, as outlined in their
strategic plan and including in the grant-making process. As part of the change in policy focus, the attached
memo has been drafted by the acting AA for the Office of International and Tribal Affairs (OITA) to explain the
new guiding principles, which focuses on “tangible environmental results” — and should be applied as EPA
provides grants to tribal governments. As we discussed, this explains any review or holds of grants to ensure
that they are in line with the Agency’s current policy priorities.

With regard to some of the grants that were rescinded or the tribal grants discussed that were held for
review, the previous administration explained on the website that it provided grants to advance priorities
such as “combating climate change by limiting pollutants.”

International Grants and Coonerative

Acreements|epa.gov)
EPA provides grants and enters into cooperative agreements that support protecting human health and the
environment while advancing U.S. national interests through international environmental collaboration.
Our International Pricntiesiena.gov] are:

e Building Strong Environmental institutions and Legal Structuresiepa.gov)

e Combating Climate Change by Limiting Pollutantslepa pov

o Improving Alr Qualitviepa.pov

e Fxpanding Access o Ulean Waleriepa.gov]

e Reducing Exposure to Toxic Chemicalslepa.goy

e (leaning Up Flectronic Wasie (F-Wasielepa.gov

Strategic Plan FY14-FY18 (nlease ses pare 19 of the PDF, under adaptationiena.gov
Adaptation initiatives undertaken by EPA national
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programs and regional offices will carry out key
elements of the President’s Climate Action Plan (June
2013) and aim to increase the resilience of communities
and ecosystems to climate change by increasing

their ability to anticipate, prepare for, respond to,

and recover from the impacts of a changing climate.
EPA is encouraging and supporting smarter, more
resilient investments by integrating considerations of
climate change impacts and adaptive measures into
major grant, loan, contract, and technical assistance
programs, consistent with existing authorities. For
example, EPA is integrating climate adaptation
criteria into the Clean Water and Drinking Water
State Revolving Loan Funds and grants for brownfields
cleanup. FPA is also partnering with states,

tribes, and urban and rural communities to integrate
climate change data, models, information, and other
decision-support tools into their planning processes

in ways that empower them to anticipate, prepare
for, and adapt to a changing climate.

NATIONAL RELEASES

APRIL- EFA Announces Granis o Reduce Emissions from Diesel Engineslepa.gov]

MAY- Water Infrastructure Investment in Gy of Joshua, TX Protects the Environment and Sparks Economic
Growthiepn.gov

MAY- £EPA Awards Grant to Albemarle - Pamlico Nations! Estuary Partnership: Profecting Matural Besources and
Strengthening Local Economiesiepa.gov

MAY- EPA Swards Multi-Million Dollar Grant To North Caroling 10 Protect Water Qualitvispa.sov

JUNE- Organizations Across the Country Seek 1o Improve Watler Infrastructure, Grow Local Economiesiepagov)
JULY- EPA Selects 12 Projects to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loansiepa.gov]

REGION 1

MARCH- EPA Awards 53.3 Million in Wetlands Grants to Help State and Tribal Wetland Programs in New
Englandlens.sov

APRIL- Mew EPA Funding Opportunity for Coastal Watershed Restoration in Southeast New Englandiepa.goy
MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grants and Assistance 1o Conneclicut Communitiesiepa.goy

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Two NH Communitizsiena.gov

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Three Vermont Communitiesiena.goy

MAY-£ERA Provides Brownfields Grants and Assistance o Rhode Island Communities{spa.gov

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Mass. Communities{epa. gov)

MAY- EPA Takes Steps o Improve Water Quality in Mystic Tributariss Downstream of Belmont, Mass. lepa.gov
MAY- £PA Selects Lowrence, Mass, Group for Brownfields Job Training Grantiepa.goy

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Maine Communitieslena.goy

JUNE- EPA to Help Bangor and Waterville, Maine Improve Health, Environment and Revitalize Local Evonomylepa.gov
JUNE- £P& Provides Browndields Grant and Assistance to three Yermont Commurndtiesiena.gov

JUNE- Economically Disadvantaged Communities in Maine Receive 511 Million to Redevelop Contaminated
Propertissiena.gny

JUNE- City of Taunton, Mass, Recelves S500,000 to Redevelop Contaminated Brownfield Siteslepa.gov

JULY- EPA Provides Brownhelds Grants to Western Massachusetts Communitieslepa.gov

JULY- £PA Provides Brownfields Granis to Maine Communitiesiepa.gov

JULY- P4 Selects Biddeford, Maine Project to Apply Tor Low-Cost Water Infrastructure Loaniens.gov
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JULY- Rhode Island Awarded $852, 735 EPA Grant for Ervironmaental Programsiepa.sov]

JULY- Mew Hampshire Awarded 5935, 308 FPA Grant for Environmental Programsiena.sov

JULY- £P4 Provides Brownfields Grants to Woornsocket and Providence, Rhode slandiepa.goy

JULY- ERA Awards $91.000 Environmental Education Grant to Woonasguatucket River Watershed Coundl in Frovidence
Rllepagoy

AUGUST- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant to Shelton, ConnJleps.zoy

REGION 2

MARCH- EBA Provides Environmental Education Grants to Buffslo Nissara Riverkeeper and the Natural History Mussum
of the Adirendacks {The Wild Centerlisna.soy

MAY- EBA Selects Sullivan County, New York to Recelve 3 3200.000 Grant to Investigate Contaminated
Propertiesiepapoy)

MAY- ERA Selects Camden, New Jersey to Recelve Grants Totaling $750.000 to Assess, Clean Un and Revitalize
Contarminated Propertissiena.sov

MAY- EPA Selects Trenton, New lersey to Receive a 5200000 Grant to Clean Up and Revitalize Contamingted
Properiviepa.gov]

MAY- EPA Selects Catafio, Puerto Rico to Recelve g S200,000 Grant to Investizate Contaminated Propertiesiens.goy
MAY- EPA Selects Maurice River Townshin, New lersey to Receive Grants Totalineg 5400 000 to Assess, Clean Up and
Revitalize Contaminated Propertissiena.gov

MAY- EPA Selects Yalley Falls, New York Receive g 5200000 Grant to Investipgate Contaminated Propertviepa.gov)
MAY- EPA Provides S200.000 for Gresen Job Training in New York Chivlena.gov

JUNE- Camden Redevelopment Agency to Recelve 5450,000 to Continue Work on Conteminated Brownfield
Sitelepa.pov)

JUNE- £PA Provides Environmental Brograms in Puerlo Rico with More than One Million Dollars to Improve Water
Cualitvlena.sov

JUNE- EPA Provides Erwvironmental Programs in NLY. with 55,7 Milllon to improve Water Qualitvlepa.gov

JUNE- £PA Provides Environmental Brograms in Puerlo Rico with Mors than One Million Dollars to Improve Water
Cualitvlena. sov

JUNE- EPA Provides Environmental Programs in Pusrte Rico with More than One Million Dollars to Improve Water
Dualitvvlena goy

JULY- £PA Grant Funds Teacher Training Through The Collepe of New lemeviepa.zoy

AUGUST- EPA Provides New Jersey 570 Million for Wastewster and Drinking Water Improvementsiena.goy
AUGUST- EPA Provides New lersey with Nearby 5 1.2 Million 1o Assess Contaminated Sites and Qversee Superfund
Cleanupsiena.oov

AUGUST- EPA Provides New York 5185 Milhion for Wastewater and Drinking Water Improvementsiena.goy

REGION 3

APRIL- P& Browndislds Funding to Revitalizelspasov

APRIL- EPA Funding to Revitalize Wilmington Brownfisldsiena sov

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for West Virginialepa.goy

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Western Pennsyivanialspa.sov

MAY- £PA Awards Farth Conservancy in Ashley, Pa Environments! Workforee and Development Job Training
Fundineleps.goy)]

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Baltimorelepa.gov

JUNE- EPA to Help Montpomery and Smithers, West Virsinia mprove Health, Environment and Revitalize Local
Coonomyiepa.eov

JULY- 8altimore City One of 17 Selected by EPA To Apply For New Water Infrastructure Fundinglena.gov]

JULY- EPA Awards 591,000 Environments! Education Grant to Alvernia University in Reading, Pennsylvanialepa.gov)
AUGUST- Pittshurgh gets S600,000 in EPA Brownfields Grants to assess propertiesfena.cov

AUGUST- EPA Announces Funding of More Than 53.5 Million for DT Water Projectslepa.gov]

REGION 4

FEBRUARY- EFA Awards S1.0% million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, Allepa.pov]
MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Eight Communities in Mississipoilepa.goy

MAY- £PA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Five Communities in North Carolinalepa.gov

ED_001863D_00002352-00004



MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Three Communities in South Carolinalepa.sov)

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Eau Cladre, Gresn Bay, Shebovean, Washington County ang
Wauwatosalena goy

MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Four Communities in Kentuckylena oy

MAY-£EA Awards 51,15 Million to Soulh Carcling to Protect Water Cualitvlepa.gov

MAY- EPA Selects Florids State Collese ot Jacksonville, Fla, for Job Training Grantlepa.gov

JUNE- EPA Provides 51,38 Million to Floride’s Environmental Programsiepa.soy

JUNE- £PA 1o Help Kentuckians Improve Health, Environment and Revitalize Local Eeonomylena.gov

JUNE- 51 Million Grant will Help Mississinni Address Lesking Underground Petroleum Storage Tankslepasov
JUNE- EPA 1o Help Gresnshorg AE.. Improve Health, Environment and Bevitalire Local Economylsna.soy

JUNE- Mississippt Awarded $2.15 Million FPA Grant for Environmental Programisiepa.gov

JUNE- EPA to Recognize Five Communities in Georgis for Receiving 51.4 Million In Funding for Browndield Site and
Comununity Revitalizalionlepa.goy

JUNE- £PA Awards $J€§€§.i§€;€} iy Atlanta, GA o Assess and Clean Up Contaminated Sites and Promuots Economic
Redevelopmentieps.gov]

JULY- ERA Select: Mismi-Dade County, Florida Proiect to Anpdy for Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation &dd
WIFIAY Loansiena.gov

JULY- EPA Selecks the City of Oak Ridee, Tennessee Proiect to Apply for Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act
WIFIA Loansiena.soy

JULY- EPA Partners with North Caroling to Protect Drinking Waterlena. oy

AUGUST- EPA Awards Research Grant o Georgis Ervironmental Protection Division for Water Quahity Monitorn
Proectienagoy

AUGUST- EPA Awards Palm Beach County, Florida 5133 135 1o Beduce Alr Pollutionlena.sov

REGION 5

MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Fau Claire, Green Bay, Shebovean, Washington County and

Wauwatnsalepa.goy

MAY- ERA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Roseville, Newark, Norwallk, Painesvills, Pious, Port of Greater Cincinnatl

Development Authority, Youngstown and Southern Chio Port Authoritviepa.gov]

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Mankato and Minnssota Pollution Control Azencylepa.gov

MAY- Transforming Lives and Land in Wisconsin through EPA’s Brownfields Job Training Programiena.sov

MAY- Transforming Uves and Land in Chicago throusgh EPAs Brownfields Job Training Programiepa.goy

MAY- EPA Brownfisids Funding Announced for Calhoun County, Genesse County, Michizgan Depariment of

Ervironmental Quality, 5t Clair County and Tuscola Countyviepa.zoy

JUNE- EPA 1o Help Anderson, Indiang, Imorove Health, Envirerument and Revitalize Local Economyiena.gov

JUNE- £PA Grant Funds Student Consgrvation Proiects 2t 15 Wisconsin Schoolsispa.gov

JUNE- Bockford, L, Will Recelve S700,000 1o Redevelop Contaminated Brownfield Sitesiepa.gov]

JUNE- EPA provides S2.5 million to Hlinois to resume Superfund cleanup In Southeast Rockfordlepa.gov

JUNE- Downriver Communily Conference Will Receive S500,000 to Redevelop Contaminated Brownfield Sitein

Tecurrseh, Mich.lepa.gov

JUNE- EPA provides $6.2 million to Chizago Park District for DuSable Park cleanunfena.gov

JULY- ERA Awards S550 000 to Wisconsin for Coastal Wetland Prolectslepa.goy

JULY- EPA Awards 5120000 to linois for Project m Waukegan Harborlepagoy

JULY- ERA selects Indiana Finance Authority o a for 34%?‘@' water infrastructure loanlena.goy

AUGUST- EPA awards 545 000 grant to Sault Ste, i‘J arig Tribe of Chinpewa Indians to imorove air guality in Michipan's

Upper Peninsulalepapoy

AUGUST- EPA nariners with Michigan, Wisconsin and citizen soientisis on innovative Great Lakes research
roiectiena goyv

REGION 6

APRIL- EPA Grant of More Than 33123 000 Wil Help Protect Louisiana’s Drinking Water Sourceslena.zoy
MAY- EFS Grant of More Than $330.000 Will Help Superfund Cleanups in New Mexicolena.goy

MAY- EPA Grant of More Than 158,000 Will Support Public Drinking Water Systems in Loulsianalepa.goy
MAY- State of Texas Receives EPA Grant of $8.30 for Water Guality and Environmental Programslepa.sov
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MAY- EPA Awards Pueblo de Cochiti 540,000 1o Protect the Enwvironmentlepa. gov]

MAY- EPA Grant of More Than $100,000 Will Help Protect Oklahoma’s Drinking Water Sourceslena.gov

MAY- E24 Awards Oklshoma 5855 000 to Protect Water Qualitvlepa.gov

MAY- EPA and Mew Mexico Partner to Prevent Water Pollution; EPA Awards 5217,660 to New Mexico Environment
Departmentieps.goy

MAY- EPA nartners with Texas to eliminate water pollution; Awards 52 Million Grant to Texas Commission on
Environmenial Qualitvispa.goyv

MAY- £PA and Mew Mexico Work for Clean Alr; Million-Dollar Award to New Mexico Environmental
Denartmentiepa.gov]

MAY- Santa Fe Community College Wins EPA Joh Tmméﬁsz Grantfepa.gov

MAY- EBA and Texas partner to monitor air guality; FPA Awards 51.6 Million to Texas Commission on Environmental
Cuatitvlena.soy

MAY- EPA partners with Ouanaw Tribe of Okishoma to continue cleanun at Tar Creek Superfund site: EPA awards over
54 diillion to tribelepa.goy

MAY- EPA Empowers States to Sglely Manage Hazardous Waste: Award of $217,000 to New Mexico Envirenment
Departmentiena.gov

MAY- Oklahoma City recelves S300.000 from EPA to assess envirenmental hasardslepa.gov

MAY- New Orleans Regiona! Planning Commission 1o Recelve 5300 000 from EPA to Assess Environments!
Hazardslena. gov

MAY- City of Austin Selected to Recelve S300,000 to Assess Environmental Hazardslena ooy

JUNE- EPA Awards 5551,709 to Arkansas Department of Erwironmental Cuslitviens.goy)

JUNE- Oklahoma Cily regeives additiona] 5500000 from EPA 1o clean un environmenial harardsiena.goy

JUNE- ERA awards Cherokes Nation 875,000 to protect the environmentiepa gov

JUNE- EPA and Arkansas to Protect Air Quslitviepa.gov

JUNE- EPA and Texas Partner on Pesticide Safetviepagoy

JUNE- EPA Awards Nearly $77.000 to the Student Conservation Assoclation for Environmenta! Education Projects in
Houston Arealepa.eny

JUNE- EEA grant of nearly S175 000 to state of Oklahoma will support pesticide safetvlepasoy

JULY- EPFA and Texas team up o eliminate water pollutioniepa.gov]

JULY- Espaficla, MM o improve waler infrastructure with EPA erantlepa.gov

AUGUST- EPA Grant of 31,50 Wil Help Louisiana Fight Pollutionfepa.sov

REGION 7

MAY— FRA Awards S200 000 to 5t Louls Community Collese to Recruit, Train and Place Workers in Green Environmental

I\/IAY— Harsﬁestv Renaissance Economic Development Corporation Selected for S200.000 £PA Brownfields Grant to
Continue Cleanup of Abandoned Former Federal Complexdin Kansas City, Mo lepasoy

MAY- Tapeka, Kan,, Selected for S300.000 EPA Brownfields Grant to Revitalize Riverfront Area, Leverase Jobs, Promote
Economic Redevelopmentiena.gov

MAY- Topeka, Kan,, Selected for $300,000 FPA Browntislds Grant to Revitelize Riverfront Ares, Leverage Jobs, Promote
Economic Redevelopmentispa,goy

MAY- City of Dubugue, lows, Selected for S200,000 £PA Brownfields Grant to Clean Up, Revitalize Former funkvard in
Washington Neighborhood{epa.gov]

MAY- Panhandle Area Development District Selected for 5445400 EPA Brownfislds Grant to Revitalize Indusizial Sites,
Leverage lobs, Fromote Economic Redevelopment in Northwest Mebraskaleps.gov

JULY- 5%, Louis Metropolitan Sewer District Invited by EPA To Apply for $43-Milllon Water Infrastruckure Finance and
Innovation Act Loanlepa.goy

JULY- City of Orr‘aha invited by EPA 1o Apply for $55-Million Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act

AUG UST E?‘A Awards lows 5327000 for Superfund Combined Coonerative Agreementiena.gov
AUGUST- EPA Awards fowa 52 Million Grant for Environments! Programsiepa.goy

AUGUST- EPA Awards Kansas 52.9 Million for Nonpoint Source Pollution Prevention Progromieno.soy
AUGUST- EPA Awards Kansas 5499.000 Grant for Alr Quality Programslena.coyv

AUGUST- P4 Awards an Additional 5768,614 1o lowa to Combat Adverse Pesticide Exposurelepa.goy
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REGION 8

MAY- Salish Kootens! Collepe receives S198K for erwironmenial iob training program in Pablo, Montanslepasov
MAY- Bent County, Colorade cleanus project receives S132K to revitalize Fort Lyon campusiena.goy

MAY- Laramis, Wyoming receives S300K for environmental assessment and property redevelopmentiepa.soyv
JUNE- Great Folls and north-central Montana communities receive S1M for revitalization prolecisiepa.goy

JUNE- EPA awards Wyoming Deoariment of Ervironmental Quality 5850k srant to protect water gualitlepa.sov
JULY- EPA awards North Dakota Department of Health nearly $3.90 1o protect water qualitvlepa.goy)

JULY- EPA awards South Dokota Department of the Environment and Natural Besources over 52.5M grant to protect
water gualitviepa.goy

JULY- EPA awards Montana Department of Environmental Cuality over S82M grant 1o protect water qualitvlenagov]
AUGUST- 5180 grant to help Wyoming address Leaking Underground Petroleum Storage Tankslepa.goy

AUGUST- Losan River watershed receives portion of 51m grant for water guality improvement projectsiena goy

REGION 9

FEBRUARY- EP4 awards 3380000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine studvieps. sov

MARCH- EPA awards nearly 51 million to Commaonwealth of Northern Mariana Bslandslepa.gov]

APRIL- 1.5, EPA awards 5300000 1o EFast Bay sl business that harnesses micrebhes for green chemistrvlepa.gov
APRIL- ERA swards nearly 51.3 milllon to Guam for enwironmental protectionlepa.gov

MAY- L5, EPA Selacts Fast Bay Group for Environmental Job Trainine Grantlepa.sov

MAY- U5, EPA Announces 5300 D00 in Brownfislds Grants 1o Promote Economic Redevelopment in Bakersfisldlenagov
MAY- LLS. FPA Announces 5300000 in Brownfields Grants to the Tty of Pittsbure to Revitalize its Northern Industrial
Waterfrontlena.gov

MAY- U5, EBA Announces 5800 D00 1o the Honoluly Authority for Ranid Transporiation to Assess and Clsan U
Comntaminated Sites in Oehulens.soy

MAY- 118, EPA Announces S1.9 Million in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment Across Northern
Californizlepa.pov]

MAY- LL5. EPA Announces 514 Million in Brownfields Grants to Promote Fronomic Redevelopment in Southern
California Communitiesiepa.gov

MAY- U5, EPA Announces 5300 000 in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment in the City of
Sgcramentolepa.sov

MAY- 118, EPA Announces S1.2 million in Brownflelds Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment in Carson City
Douglas and Nye Countieslena.gov

MAY- LL.5. EPA Announces 5900000 in Brownfields Grants to Promoete Economic Bedeveloprment in Arizonalepa.gov)
MAY- 1.5, EFA Announces 57.2 Million in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment Across the Pacific
Southwestlena. gov

JUNE- EPA awards pver SBE6 000 to American Samoa for environmental protectoniens.goy

JUNE- 115, EFA awards 5300.000 to clean un lead in Humboldt Countvlepa.gov

JUNE- L5, EPA Awards More than 5320000 to California, Arizong Tribes 1o Beducs Dissel Emissionsiena.zov

JUNE- U.S, EPA Awsrds 591000 to Groundwork San Diego to Fducate Studends and Community on Water
Comservation]ena,goy

JULY- EPA Selects Orangs County Project to Anply for Water InfTrastructurs Loanlena.pov

JULY- EPA Selecks San Diegp Project to Aooly for Water Infrastructure Loanlepa.zoy

JULY- ERA Selecks San Franciseo Prolect 0 Apply for Water Infrastructure Loaniepa.goy

JULY- EPA Selects Morrg Bay Proiect to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loaniepa.gov

AUGUST- 115, EPA awards 5200000 to improve Lake Tahoe's claritviepna.gov

AUGUST- EPA fwards Arrow Indian Contractors $3.85 Million for Abandoned Uranium Mine Cleanupiepa.zov
AUGUST- EPA Annpunces 52,86 Million to Improve Tribal Lands in Arizonalepa.aov)

REGION 10

MARCH- Alasks Selected to Receive 52.5 Million EPA Grant to Improve Alr Cuality in Fairbankslepa.pov
MARCH- {glahio Selected to Recelve 52.5 Million EPA Grant to Improve Alr Quality In Cache Valleviepa gov
MAY- EPA Selects Zender Environmental Health and Besearch Group for S200 000 Ervironmental Workioree
Development and Job Training Grant{spa.sov

MAY- Skamania County Selected for S300,000 In Brownfields Assessment Grantsfepa.gov
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MAY- City of 5t Helens Selected for 5300000 in Brownfislds Assessment Grantslens.zoy

MAY- City of Bramerton Selected for S300,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grantslepa.cov

MAY- City of Fugseneg and Pariners Selected for 500000 in Brownlislds Assessment Grantsiepa.gov

MAY- Grays Harbor Counctl of Governments Selected for 600,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grantslena.goy
MAY- EPA Selects Communiliss in Alaska, Oregon and Washington for Browniislds Assessment and Cleany
Crantsiepa.eoy

JUNE- EP& awards 5513K tn Alaska & Washington tribes to protect communities from dizsel emissionslena.goy
JULY- King County qualifies for 5129 million from innovative EPA infrastructure loan for Georsetown wet weather
reatment station{epa.pov]

AUGUST- EPA awards S1.1 million to ldaho to orotect drinking water sourceslepa.goy
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 8/24/2017 7:03:10 PM

To: Graham, Amy [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=26722dfde5b34925b0ad9a8dd4aff308-Graham, Amy]
Subject: FW: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Attachments: _epaoig 20170823-17-P-0368_cert.pdf; GAP Guiding Principles_Draft Memo 080817.docx; List of Grant Press
Releases 8.24.17.docx

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 3:02 PM

To: Eilperin, Juliet < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy >
Subject: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Juliet — Off the record: Since we all agreed the call was on background, the quotes you may use on the record
are below (attributed to me, as agency spokesperson), along with additional background based on our
discussions. | understand that you have spoken with some career employees already, but strongly suggest you
also talk to the career staff who John works with on a daily basis, including lawyers and technical staff.

As you know, John’s role in the public affairs office is focused on communications activities in the states and
regions, which naturally includes grants, such as the Brownfields grants. Along those lines, | want to make
sure you have a copy of the Inspector General report (attached) that came out yesterday, showing that
improved management is needed and that millions of dollars is being mismanaged, and specifically that EPA’s
brownfields program is rife with what BNA reports a3 “confusion, inconsistency and lack of direction.” This
underscores John's role as a grants advisor on policy and general management issues, including for the
brownfields and the tribal grants. John also plays a vital role in making the public aware of all the money EPA
is allocating to local environmental projects through the grant program. Therefore, a list of press releases is
also attached to highlight John's role in helping get these out the door and announced. As you can see by
looking at how they picked up more and more each month he worked on this, he really helps get the word out
about the good work EPA is doing in local communities. Please let me know if you have any further
questions. Thank you — Liz, 202-309-3416

On the Record: Quotes to attribute to Liz Bowman:
"Decisions about grants are to ensure funding is in line with the Agency's mission and policy priorities.”

"I want to underscore the fact that a very select few have been rescinded. This is simply about being aware of
how taxpayer money is being spent.”

...agency was pulling back grants that were going to "international entities, without providing results for
American taxpayers.”

To address Ryan's comment: "We review grants to see if they are providing tangible resuits to the American
people.”

Bedbugs: "Let's be clear, we are talking about $20K for a one-day workshop on bedbugs."

Additional EPA Staff Available for Backeround Discussions:
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Wendel Askew, Office of General Council, 202-564-3987, Askew. Wendel@ena.gov
Bruce Binder, Office of Grants and Department, 202-564-4935, Binder Bruce@epa gov
Ken Sylvester, Office of Grants and Debarment, 202-564-1902, sylvester.kenneth@epa.gov

Additional Background:

The previous administration insisted that all their work focus heavily on climate change, as outlined in their
strategic plan and including in the grant-making process. As part of the change in policy focus, the attached
memo has been drafted by the acting AA for the Office of International and Tribal Affairs (OITA) to explain the
new guiding principles, which focuses on “tangible environmental results” — and should be applied as EPA
provides grants to tribal governments. As we discussed, this explains any review or holds of grants to ensure
that they are in line with the Agency’s current policy priorities.

With regard to some of the grants that were rescinded or the tribal grants discussed that were held for
review, the previous administration explained on the website that it provided grants to advance priorities
such as “combating climate change by limiting pollutants.”

International Grants and Cooperative Asreements
EPA provides grants and enters into cooperative agreements that support protecting human health and the
environment while advancing U.S. national interests through international environmental collaboration.
Our [ndernational Prionities are:

e Building Strong Enwvironmental Institutions and Legal Structures

e Uombating Climate Change by Limiting Pollutants

e improving Alr Quality

e Dxpanding Access to Clean Water

e Reduring Exposurs 1o Toxic Chemicals

e Cleaning Up Flectronic Waste {E-Wastel

Stratesic Plap FY14-FY1B Inlease see page 19 of the PDF, under adaptation):
Adaptation initiatives undertaken by EPA national
programs and regional offices will carry out key
elements of the President’s Climate Action Plan (June
2013) and aim to increase the resilience of communities
and ecosystems to climate change by increasing
their ability to anticipate, prepare for, respond to,
and recover from the impacts of a changing climate.
EPA is encouraging and supporting smarter, more
resilient investments by integrating considerations of
climate change impacts and adaptive measures into
major grant, loan, contract, and technical assistance
programs, consistent with existing authorities. For
example, FPA is integrating climate adaptation
criteria into the Clean Water and Drinking Water
State Revolving Loan Funds and grants for brownfields
cleanup. EPA is also partnering with states,
tribes, and urban and rural communities to integrate
climate change data, models, information, and other
decision-support tools into their planning processes
in ways that empower them to anticipate, prepare
for, and adapt to a changing climate.
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NATIONAL RELEASES

APRIL- P& Announces Granis to Reduce Emissions from Diesel Engines

MAY- Water Infrastructure nvestment in Oty of loshue, TX Protects the Ervironment and Sparks Economic Growth
MAY- £EP& Awards Grant to Albemarle - Pamlico Mational Estuary Partnership: Protecting Natural Besources and
Strengthening Local Economies

MAY- EPA Awards Multi-Million Dollar Grant o North Carolina to Protect Water Quality

JUNE- Crganizations Avross the Country Seel tn Improve Water Infrastructurs, Grow Local Economiss

JULY- £P4 Selects 12 Projects to Apply for Water Infrastruciure Loans

REGION 1

MARCH- EPA Aweards 53.3 Million in Wetlands Grants to Help State and Tribal Wetland Programs in New Eraland
APRIL- New EPA Funding Opportunity for Coastal Watershed Restoration in Southesst New England

MAY- £EPA Provides Brownfields Grants and Assistance to Connecticut Communities

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Two NH Communities

MAY- EPA Provides Browntields Grant and Assistance to Three Vermont Communities

MAY-£RA Provides Brownfields Grants and Assistance 1o Rhode sland Communities

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Mass, Communitiss

MAY- EPA Takss Steps o Improve Water Quality in Mystic Tributariss Downstream of Belmont, Mass,

MAY- £EPA Selects Lowrence, Mass, Group for Brownfields Job Training Grant

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Maine Communities

JUNE- EPA to Help Bangor and Waterville, Maine Improve Health, Environment and Revitalize Local Econom
JUNE- £P& Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance 1o three Yermont Communities

JUNE- Economically Disadvantaged Communities in Maine Recelve 51,1 Million to Redevelon Contaminated Properties
JUNE- City of Taunton, Mass, Becsbvss 5500,000 to Redevelop Contaminated Brownfield Sites

JULY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grants to Western Massachusetts Communities

JULY- P& Provides Brownfislds Grants to Maing Communitiss

JULY- £P4 Selects Biddelford, Maine Prolect to Apply for Low-Cost Water Infrastructure Loan

JULY- Rhode sland Awarded 5852 735 EPA Grant for Ervironmaental Programs

JULY- Mew Hampshire Awarded 5935, 308 FPA Grant for Environmental Programs

JULY- £P4 Provides Brownfields Grants to Woornsocket and Providence, Rhode island

JULY- EPA Awards 591,000 Environmental Education Grant to Woonasguatucket River Watershed Coundl in Providence

AUGUST- £PA Provides Brownfields Grant to Shelton, Conn

REGION 2

MARCH- EPA Provides Erwironmental Educstion Grants to Buffalo Nigsara Riverkeeper and the Natural History Museum
of the Adirondacks {The Wild Center]

MAY- EPA Selects Sullivan County, New York to Recelve g S200,000 Grant to Investizgate Contaminated Propertiss
MAY- EPA Selects Camden, New lersey to Receive Grants Totaling $750,000 to Assess, Clean Up and Bevitalize
Contaminated Propertiss

MAY- EPA Selects Trenton, New Jersey to Receive 3 3200000 Grant to Clean Up and Revitalize Contaminated Property
MAY- EFA Selects Cataflo, Puerte Rico to Recelve a 5200000 Grant to Investigate Contaminated Properties

MAY- ER& Selects Maurice River Townshin, New lersey to Receive Granis Totaling S400,000 to Assess, Clean Up and
Revitalize Contaminated Properties

MAY- EPA Selects Valley Falls, New York Receive g $200,000 Grant o Investigate Contaminated Propert

MAY- ER& Provides 5200.000 for Green fob Training in Mew York Cit

JUNE- Camden Redevelopment Agency 1o Recelve 5450000 to Continue Work on Contaminated Brownfield Site
JUNE- £EPA Provides Environmental Programs in Puerto Rico with More than One Million Dollars to Improve Water

Cuality
JUNE- £84 Provides Environmental Programs in MUY, with 55,7 Million to improve Water Qualit

JUNE- EPA Provides Enwironmental Frograms in Puerto Rico with More than One Million Dollars to Improve Water

Cuality
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JUNE- £PA Provides Environmental Programs in Puerto Rico with More than One Million Dollars to Improve Water
Cality

JULY- £P4 Grant Funds Teacher Training Through The College of New lersey

AUGUST- EPA Provides New Jersey 570 Million for Wastewsater and Drinking Water Improvements

AUGUST- EPA Provides New lgrsey with Nearly 5 1.2 Million to Assess Cortaminated Sites and Oversee Superfund

Cleanups
AUGUST- EPA Provides New York 5186 Million for Wastewater and Drinking Water Improvements
REGION 3

APRIL- P& Browniislds Funding to Bevitalize

APRIL- £EPA Funding to Revitalize Wilmington Brownfislds

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for West Virginia

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Weslern Penrnsyvivania

MAY- £PA Awards Farth Conservaney in Ashley, Pa Environmental Weorkforee and Development lob Training Fundin
MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Baltimore

JUNE- £PA 1o Help Montgomery and Smithers, West Yirginia Improve Health, Environment and Bevitalize Local Economy
JULY- Baltimore City One of 12 Selected by EPA To Apply For New Water Infrastructure Funding

JULY- EPA Awards S91L,000 Environmental Education Grant to Alvernia University in Reading, Pennsvlvania
AUGUST- Rittshurgh sets 5800,000 in EPA Brownfields Grants to gssess properties

AUGUST- EPA Announces Funding of More Than 53.5 Million for DC Water Projects

REGION 4

FEBRUARY- EPA fwards 51,09 million DERA Grant to Gess Bend Ferry In Wiktox County, AL

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Elght Communitiss in Mississipgl

MAY- EBA Browntislds Funding Announced for Five Communities in North Carolina

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Three Compunities in South Caroling

MAY- £EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Fau Claire, Green Bay, Shebovsan, Washingion County and Wauwalosa
MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Four Communities in Kentucky

MAY-EPS Awards 51,15 Million to South Caroling to Protect Water Quality

MAY- £EPA Selects Florida State Collepe ot lacksonville, Fla, Tor Iob Training Grant

JUNE- EPA Provides 51,38 Million to Florids’s Environmental Programs

JUNE- EPA to Help Kentuckians Improve H@-&E h, Environment and Revitalize Local Econom

JUNE- 51 Million Grant will Help Mississinpl Address Leaking Underground Petroleum Storage Tanks

JUNE- EPA to Help Greensborp, AL improve Health, Envirenment and Revitalize Local Economy

JUNE- Mississinn Awarded 52,15 Million ERPA Grant for Envirenmental Programs

JUNE- £PA to Becognize Five Communitiss in Georgla for Receiving 51.4 Million in Funding for Brownfield Sie and
Community Bevitalization

JUNE- EPA Awards 5300000 1o Atlants, GA to Assess and Clean Up Contaminated Sites and Promots Foonomic
Redevelopment

JULY- EPA Selects Miami-Dade County, Florida Prolect to Apply for Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act
WIFIAY Loans

JULY- P4 Selects the City of Oak Ridge, Tennessee Project 1o Apply for Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act

JULY- F?‘A Pariners with NMorth Carclina to Protect Drinking Water
AUGUST EPA Awards Research Grant to Georgla Environmental Protection Division for Water Quality Monitoring

AUGUST EPA Awards Palm Beach County, Florida 3133 135 to Reduce Al Pollution
REGION 5

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Eau Claire, Green Bav, Shebovean, Washington County and Wauwalgsa
MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Roseville, Newsrk, Norwalk, Painesville, Pinus, Port of Greater Cincinnetd
Development Authority, Younegsiown and Southern Obio Port Authorit

MAY- ERA Brownfields Funding Announced for Mankate and Minnesotz Pollution Control Apency

MAY- Transforming Lives and Land in Wisconsin throueh EPA s Brownfields fob Training Program

MAY- Transforming Uives and Land in Chicago through EPA's Brownfields lob Training Program
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MAY- EPA Browntields Funding Announced for Calhoun County, Genesee County, Michigan Department of
Erwironmental Quality, St Clair County and Tuscola County

JUNE- £PA to Help Anderson, Indiana, Imorove Health, Environment and Bevitalize Loca! Economy

JUNE- EPA Grant Funds Student Conservation Proiects ot 15 Wisconsin Schools

JUNE- Bockford, 11 Wil R?f?‘w S700,000 to Redevelop Contaminated Brownfield Sites

JUNE- EPA provides 2.5 million to Hlinois to resume Superfund cleanup in Southeast Rockiord

JUNE- Downiriver {“g}mﬁ“um ¢ Conference Will Recebve S500.000 to Redevelon Contaminated Brownfield Site in
Tecumsseh, Mich

JUNE- £PA provides 56.8 million to Chicago Park District for DuSable Park cleanup

JULY- ERPA Awards 5‘3‘.3{}({}{}{3 to Wisconsin for Coastal Wetland Prolects

JULY- EPA Awards S120.000 to Hlinois for Project in Waukegan Harbor

JULY- EPA selects Indiana Finance Authority to apply for S4380M water infrastructure loan

AUGUST- EPA awards $45 000 grant to Sault Ste, Marle Tribe of Chippewa Indians to lmprove alr quality in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula

AUGUST- EPA partners with Michizan, Wisconsin and citizen scientists on innovative Great Lakes research projedt

REGION 6

APRIL- EFA Grant of More Than S123,000 Will Help Protect Louisiang’s D:‘ink‘ns’s Wiater Sources

MAY- EPA Grant of More Than 3330000 Will Help Superfund Cleanups in New Mexico

MAY- EPA Grant of More Than 5158 000 Will Support Public Drinking Water Systems in Loulsiang

MAY- State of Texas Receives EPA Grant of S}&SM for Water Guality and Environmental Programs

MAY- ERa& Awards Pushlo de Cochiti 540,000 1o Protect the Environment

MAY- EPA Grant of More Than $100.000 Will Help Protect Oklshoma’s Drinking Water Sources

MAY- EF8 Awards Oklaboma S855,000 to Protect Water Qualit

MAY- EPA and New Mexico Partner to Prevent Water Pollution; EPA Awards $217 660 to New NMexico Environment

MAY- E?A sariners with Texas to eliminate water pollution; Awards 57 Million Grant to Texas Commission on
Environmental Qualit

MAY- EPA and New Mexico Work for Clean Alr; Million-Dollar Award to New Mexico Environmental Department
MAY- Santa Fe Communily College Wins EPA lob Tralning Grant

MAY- EPA and Texas partner 1o monitor air guality, EPA Awards 51.6 Million to Texas Commission on Environmental

MAY- £EPA pariners with Quapaw Tribe of Gkishoma o continus cleanup at Tar Creek Superfund site; EPA awards over
4 Million to tribe

MAY- ER& Ernpowers States to Safely Manage Hamardous Waste; dward of S213,000 to New Mexice Environment
Department

MAY- Ckiahoma City receives S300,000 from EPA to assess environmental hazards

MAY- Mew Orleans Begional Planning Commission to Recelve S300,000 from EPA to Assess Envirenmental Hazards
MAY- City of Austin Selected to Receive S300,000 to Assess Ervironmental Hazards

JUNE- EPA Awards 5651,700 1o Arkansas Department of Ernwironmental Qualit

JUNE- Gllahoma City receives additional 5500000 from EPA to clean up environmental harards

JUNE- £PA awards Cherokee Nation 575,000 to protect the environment

JUNE- EPA and Arkansas to Protect Air Qualit

JUNE- EPA and Texas Partner on Pesticide Safet

JUNE- £P& Awards Mearly $77.000 1o the Student Conservation Association for Environmental Educstion Projecis in
Houston Area

JUNE- EP& erant of nearly 5175000 o siate of Ckdahoma will support pesticide safet

JULY- P4 and Texas team up Io sliminate water pollution

JULY- Espafiola, NM, to improve water infrastructure with EPA grant

AUGUST- EPA Grant of S1.50 Wil Help Louisiana Fisht Pollution

REGION 7

MAY- ERPA Awards $200.000 to St Louls Community College to Recruit, Train and Place Workers in Green Environmental
lobs
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MAY- Hardesty Rensissance Economic Development Corporation Selected for 5200000 EPA Brownfields Grant o
Continue Cleanup of Abandoned Former Federal Complexin Kansas City, Mo,

MAY- Toneka, Kan,, Selected for S300.000 EPA Brownfields Grant to Revitalize Biverfront Area, Leverage lobs, Promaote
Feonomic Redevelopment

MAY- Topeks, Kan, Selected for S300,000 EPA Brownfields Grant to Revitalize Riverfront Area, Leverage lobs, Promote
Feonomic Redevelopment

MAY- City of Dubugue, fowa, Selected for S200 000 EPA Browndields Grant to Clean U, Revitalize Former Junkvard in
Washington Neigshborhood

MAY- Panhandle Area Development District Selected for 5445 400 EPA Brownfields Gront to Revitalize Industrial Sites
Leverage Jobs, Promole Foonomic Redevelonment in Northwest Nebraska

JULY- 5t Louis Metropolitan Sewer District Invited by FRA to Apply for 343-Million Water Infrastructure Finance and
innovation Act Loan

JULY- City of Omaha hwvited by EPA to Annly for S55-Milllon Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation &ct Loan
AUGUST- EPA Awards lowa $327.000 for Superfund Combined Cooperative Agreement

AUGUST- EPA Awards lows 52 Milllon Grant for Enwironmental Programs

AUGUST- EPA Awards Kansas 52.9 Million for Nonpoint Source Pollution Prevention Program

AUGUST- EPA Awards Kansas $499,000 Grant for Aly Quality Programs

AUGUST- EPA Awards an Additional 5788614 1o lows to Combat Adverse Pesticide Exposure

REGION 8

MAY- Salish Kootenal College receives S198K for enwironmental iob training program in Pablo, Montana
MAY- Bent County, Dolorade cleanup project receives 5132K to revitalize Fort Lvon campus

MAY- Lararmie, Wyoming receives S300K for environmental sssessment and property redevelopment
JUNE- Great Falls and north-central Montana communities recelve S1M for revitalization projects

JUNE- EPA awards Wyoming Department of Envirenmental Guality 5850k grant to protect water gualit
JULY- EPA awards North Dakota Department of Health neardy $3.90M to protect water gualit

JULY- EPA awards South Dakota Department of the Environment and Natural Resources over 5750 grant to orotect
water quaiity

JULY- ERA awards Montana Department of Envirenmental Quality over SEM grant to protect water gualit
AUGUST- 51.68 srant to help Wyoming address Leaking Undersround Petroleum Storage Tanks
AUGUST- Logan River watershed receives portion of 51m grant for water quality improvemsnt projects

REGION 9

FEBRUARY- EFA swards S380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium ming stud

MARCH- EPA& awards niearly 51 million to Commaonwealth of Northern Mariana islands

APRIL- U5, EPA awards S300.000 to Fast Bay small business that harnesses microbes for sreen cheamisiy

APRIL- EFA awards nearhy 51,3 mithion to Guam for environmental protection

MAY- L5, EPA Selects East Bay Group for Environmental Job Training Grant

MAY- LL5, EPA Announces S300,000 in Browndields Grants o Promote Economic Redevelopment in Bakersfield
MAY- U5 ERA Announces 5300000 in Brownfields Grants to the City of Pittsburs to Revitalize its Northern industrial
Waterfront

MAY- LL5, EPA Announces 800,000 1o the Honoluly Authority for Rapid Trarsportation to Assess and Clean U
Contaminated Sites in Ozshy

MAY- LS, EPA Announces 51.9 Million in Brownfields Grants to Promote Eronomic Redevelopment Across Northern
California

MAY- U5, EF& Announces 514 Million in BrownBelds Grants 1o Promote Economic Redevelopment in Southern
{California Communities

MAY- LS, FPA Announces S300.000 in Brownfislds Grants to Promote Fconomic Redevelopment in the City of
sagrameanto

MAY- LLS, EPA Announces 317 milllon in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment in Carson City
Douglas and Nye Counties

MAY- U5, ERFA Announces S800,000 in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment in Arizona

MAY- U.5, EPA Announces 57.2 Million in Brownfields Grants to Promote Feonomic Redevelopment Across the Pacific
Southwest
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JUNE- EPA awards over SB86 000 to American Samoea for environmental protection

JUNE- LLS, EPA awards S300,000 to olean up lead in Humbeldt County

JUNE- U5, EPA Awards More than S320,000 1o California, Arizona Tribes to Reduce Diesel Emissions
JUNE- L5, EPA Awards 591,000 to Groundwork San Diego to Bducate Students and Community on Water Conservation
JULY- EPA Selects Orangs County Project 1o Apnply for Water Infrastructure Loan

JULY- EPA Selecks San Diegp Project to Apnly Tor Water Infrastructure Loan

JULY- ERA Selecks San Francisco Prolect to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loan

JULY- EPA Selects Morre Bay Proiect to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loan

AUGUST- U.S, EPA awards $200.000 to improve Lake Tahoe's clarit

AUGUST- EPA Awards Arrow Indian Contractors 5355 Million for Shandoned Uranium Mine Cleanun
AUGUST- EPA Announces 52,86 Million to Improve Tribal Lands in Arizong

REGION 10

MARCH- Alaska Selscted 1o Recelve 525 Million EPA Grant to morove Alr Quality in Fairbanks

MARCH- idaho Selected to Recelve 2.5 Million EPA Grant to Improve Alr Quality in Cache Valley

MAY- E2A Selects Zender Environmental Health and Research Group for S200 000 Environmental Workforce
Development and Job Training Grant

MAY- Skamania County Selected for S300,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- City of St Helens Selected for S300,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- City of Bremerton Selected for $300.000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- City of Fugene and Partners Selected for 5500000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- Grays Harbor Council of Governments Selected for 3600000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- EPA Selects Communities in Alaska, Oregon and Washington for Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup Grants
JUNE- EP& awards S513K to Alaska & Washington tribes to protect communities from diesel emissions

JULY- King County gualifies for 5129 million from innovative FPA infrastructure loan for Gegrgetown wet weather
freatment station

AUGUST- EPA awards 511 million to Idsho to srotect drinking water sources
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 8/24/2017 7:02:38 PM

To: Eilperin, Juliet [ Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy |

Subject: Follow-Up on Grants Story

Attachments: _epaoig 20170823-17-P-0368_cert.pdf; GAP Guiding Principles_Draft Memo 080817.docx; List of Grant Press
Releases 8.24.17.docx

Juliet — Off the record: Since we all agreed the call was on background, the quotes you may use on the record
are below (attributed to me, as agency spokesperson), along with additional background based on our
discussions. | understand that you have spoken with some career employees already, but strongly suggest you
also talk to the career staff who John works with on a daily basis, including lawyers and technical staff.

As you know, John’s role in the public affairs office is focused on communications activities in the states and
regions, which naturally includes grants, such as the Brownfields grants. Along those lines, | want to make
sure you have a copy of the Inspector General report (attached) that came out yesterday, showing that
improved management is needed and that millions of dollars is being mismanaged, and specifically that EPA’s
brownfields program is rife with what BNA reports as “confusion, inconsistency and lack of direction.” This
underscores John's role as a grants advisor on policy and general management issues, including for the
brownfields and the tribal grants. John also plays a vital role in making the public aware of all the money EPA
is allocating to local environmental projects through the grant program. Therefore, a list of press releases is
also attached to highlight John’s role in helping get these out the door and announced. As you can see by
looking at how they picked up more and more each month he worked on this, he really helps get the word out
about the good work EPA is doing in local communities. Please let me know if you have any further
questions. Thank you — Liz, 202-309-3416

On the Record: Quotes to attribute to Liz Bowman:
"Decisions about grants are to ensure funding is in line with the Agency's mission and policy priorities.”

"I want to underscore the fact that a very select few have been rescinded. This is simply about being aware of
how taxpayer money is being spent.”

...agency was pulling back grants that were going to "international entities, without providing results for
American taxpayers.”

To address Ryan's comment: "We review grants to see if they are providing tangible results to the American
people.”

Bedbugs: "Let's be clear, we are talking about $20K for a one-day workshop on bedbugs."

Additional EPA Staff Available for Background Discussions:

Wendel Askew, Office of General Council, 202-564-3987, Askew. Wendel@epa.gov

Bruce Binder, Office of Grants and Department, 202-564-4935, Binder Bruce@epa.gov

Ken Sylvester, Office of Grants and Debarment, 202-564-1902, sylvester.kenneth@epa.gov

Additional Background:
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The previous administration insisted that all their work focus heavily on climate change, as outlined in their
strategic plan and including in the grant-making process. As part of the change in policy focus, the attached
memo has been drafted by the acting AA for the Office of International and Tribal Affairs (OITA) to explain the
new guiding principles, which focuses on “tangible environmental results” — and should be applied as EPA
provides grants to tribal governments. As we discussed, this explains any review or holds of grants to ensure
that they are in line with the Agency’s current policy priorities.

With regard to some of the grants that were rescinded or the tribal grants discussed that were held for
review, the previous administration explained on the website that it provided grants to advance priorities
such as “combating climate change by limiting poliutants.”

International Grants and Coonerative Aoreements

EPA provides grants and enters into cooperative agreements that support protecting human health and the
environment while advancing U.S. national interests through international environmental collaboration.
Our International Priorifies are:

o Buildine Strong Environments! Institutions and Legal Structures

e Combating Climate Change by Limiting Pollutants

e Improving Alr Qualit

o Expanding Access to Clean Waler

e Reduring Exposure to Tonig Chemicals

e Cleaning Up Electronic Waste (E-Waste]

Stratesic Plan FY14-FYIR [vlease see page 19 of the PDF, under adaptation):
Adaptation initiatives undertaken by EPA national
programs and regional offices will carry out key
elements of the President’s Climate Action Plan (June
2013) and aim to increase the resilience of communities
and ecosystems to climate change by increasing
their ability to anticipate, prepare for, respond to,
and recover from the impacts of a changing climate.
EPA is encouraging and supporting smarter, more
resilient investments by integrating considerations of
climate change impacts and adaptive measures into
major grant, loan, contract, and technical assistance
programs, consistent with existing authorities. For
example, FPA is integrating climate adaptation
criteria into the Clean Water and Drinking Water
State Revolving Loan Funds and grants for brownfields
cleanup. EPA is also partnering with states,
tribes, and urban and rural communities to integrate
climate change data, models, information, and other
decision-support tools into their planning processes
in ways that empower them to anticipate, prepare
for, and adapt to a changing climate.

NATIONAL RELEASES

APRIL- EP& Snnounces Grants to Reduce Emissions from Diesel Engines
MAY- Water Infrastructure Investment in Uty of Joshua, T¥ Protects the Environment and Sparks Fconomic Growth
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MAY- EPA Awards Grant to Albermarle - Pamilico Natione! Estuary Partnershin: Protecting Natural Besources and
Strengthening Local Economies

MAY- EPA Awards Multi-Million Dollar Grant to North Caroling to Profect Water Guality

JUNE- Grganizations Across the Country Seek o improve Water Infrastructure, Grow Local Eronomiss

JULY- EPA Selects 12 Prolects to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loans

REGION 1

MARCH- EFA Awards 53.3 Million in Wetlands Grants to Help State and Tribal Wetland Programs in New England
APRIL- New EPA Funding Opporbunity for Coastal Watershed Restoration in Southeast New England

MAY- EPA Provides Browntields Grants and Assistance to Connecticut Comumunities

MAY- £PA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Two MNH Communitiss

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to Three Verment Communities

MAY-EPA Provides Brownfislds Grants and Assistance 1o Bhods Bsland Communities

MAY- £EPA Provides Browndields Grant and Assistance to Mass, Communitias

MAY- EPA Takes Stens to Improve Water Quelity in Mystic Tributaries Downstream of Belmeont, BMass,

MAY- EPA Selects Lawrence, Mass, Group for Brownfields Iob Training Grant

MAY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance o Maine Communities

JUNE- £P& 1o Help Bangor and Waterville, Maine Improve Health, Environment and Revitalize Local Economy
JUNE- £EPA Provides Brownfields Grant and Assistance to threse Vermont Communities

JUNE- Economically Dissdvantaged Communities In Maing Recelve $1.1 Million to Redevelop Contaminated Froperties
JUNE- City of Taunton, Mass. Receives S500,000 to Redevelop Contaminated Brownfisld Sites

JULY- £P4 Provides Brownfields Grants to Western Massachusetts Communities

JULY- EPA Provides Brownfields Grants to Maine Communities

JULY- P& Selects Biddeford, Maine Proiect 1o Apoly for Low-Cost Water Infrastructure Loan

JULY- Rhode siand Awarded S852,735 EPA Grant for Environmental Programs

JULY- Hew Hampshire Awarded 5936 308 EPA Grant for Environmentsl Programs

JULY- EPA Provides Brownfislds Grants to Woonsockst and Providence, BRhode island

JULY- P4 Awards 591 000 Environmental Education Grant to Woonasguatucket River Watershed Council in Providence,

AUGUST- EPA Provides Brownfields Grant to Shelton, Conny
REGION 2

MARCH- £RA Provides Environmental Education Grants to Buffalo Niagara Riverkesper and the Natura! History Museum
of the Adirondacks {The Wild Canter

MAY- EPA Selects Sullivan County, New York to Becelve a 5200 000 Grant to Investicale Contaminated Properties
MAY- EBA Selects Camden, New Jersey to Receive Grants Totaling 5750,000 1o Assess, Clean Up and Revitalize
Comntaminated Properties

MAY- ERA Selects Trenton, New lersey to Receive g SZ00,000 Grant to Clean Up and Revitalize Contaminated Propert
MAY- £PA Selects Catafio, Puerto Rico to Regeive 3 5200000 Grant to Investigate Contaminated Properiies

MAY- EPA Selects Maurice River Townshin, New Jersey to Recelve Grants Totaline 5400000 ro Assess, Clean Up and
Revitalize Contaminated Properties

MAY- EBA Selects Yalley Falls, Mew York Recejve g 3200000 Grant to Investigate Contaminated Property

MAY- EFA Provides 5200000 for Green lob Training in New York Ci

JUNE- Camden Redevelopment Agency 1o Receive S450,000 1o Continue Work on Contaminated Brownfisld Site
JUNE- EPA Provides Enwironmental Programs in Puerte Rico with More than One Million Dollars 1o Improve Water

JUNE- EPA Provides Ervironmental Programs in MY, with 55,7 Million o Improve Water Quality
JUNE- EPA Provides Environmental Programs in Puerto Rico with More than One Million Dollars o Improve Water

JUNE- EPA Provides Erwironymental Programs in Puerto Rico with More than One Million Dollars to improve Water
Cuality

JULY- P& Grant Funds Teacher Training Through The College of New Jersey

AUGUST- EPA Provides Mew Jersey $70 Million for Wastewater and Drinking Water Improvemants
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AUGUST- ER& Provides New lersey with Nearly § 1.2 Million to Assess Contaminated Sies and Oversee Superfund

Cleanups
AUGUST- £PA Provides New York S188 Million for Wastewater and Drinking Water Improvements

REGION 3

APRIL- EFA Brownfislds Funding to Revitalize

APRIL- EP& Funding to Revilalize Wilmington Brownfislds

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for West Virginia

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Western Pennsylvania

MAY- EPA &wards Earth Conservanoy in Ashigy, Pa Environmental Workioree and Development Job Training Funding
MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Baltimore

JUNE- £EPA 1o Help Monteomery and Smithers, West Virginia Improve Health, Ernvironment and Revitalize Local Economy
JULY- Baltimore City One of 12 Selecied by EPA To Apply For New Waler Infrastructure Funding

JULY- EPA Awards S9LOGD Envirenmental Education Grant o Alvernia University in Reading, Pennsylvania

AUGUST- Pittsburgh sets SE00.000 in EPA Brownfields Grants 1o assess properties

AUGUST- EPA Announces Funding of More Than 53.5 Million for IC Water Projects

REGION 4

FEBRUARY- EFA Awards S1.0% million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Eight Communities in Mississioni

MAY- £P& Brownfislds Funding &nnounced for Five Communities in North Caroling

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Three Cormmunities in South Caroling

MAY- EPA Brownfields Funding Announced for Fau Claire, Green Bay, Sheboyean, Washington County and Wauwatosa
MAY- £P& Brownfislds Funding &nnounced for Four Communitiss in Kentucky

MAY-EPA Awards 51.15 Million to South Coroling to Protect Water Quslit

MAY- EPA Selects Florida State College at Incksonville, Fla, for Job Training Grant

JUNE- £PA Provides 51.38 Million to Florida’s Environmental Programs

JUNE- EPA 1o Help Kentuckians Improve Health, Erwironment and Revitalize Local Economy

JUNE- 31 Million Grant will Helo Mississiopl Address Leaking Underground Petroleum Storage Tanks

JUNE- £P& 1o Help Greershorg, AL Improve Health, Environment and Revitalize Local Economy

JUNE- Mizssiszsippl Awarded 52,15 Million EPA Grant for Enwironmental Programs

JUNE- EPA to Becognize Five Communities in Georgia for Receivine 51.4 Millionin Funding for Brownfield Site and
Community Bevitalization

JUNE- EPA Awards S300,000 1o Atdanta, GAto Assess and Clean Up Contaminated Sites and Promuote Economic
Redevelopment

JULY- P4 Selects Miami-Dade County, Florida Proiect to Apply for Water Infrastructure Finance and innovation Act

JULY- £PA Selects the City of ok Ridee, Tennessee Proiect o Apply for Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation &g
{WIFIAY Loans

JULY- EPA Partners with North Coroling o Protect Drinkine Water

AUGUST- EFA Awards Besearch Grant to Georgia Environmental Frotection Division for Watsr Quality Monitoring
Project

AUGUST- EPA Awards Palm Beach County, Florida 5133135 to Reduce Alr Pollution

REGION 5

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Eau Claire, Green Bay, Shebovean, Washington County and Wauwalosa
MAY- ERA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Boseville, Newark, Norwalk Painesville, Pigua, Port of Greater Cincinnatl
Development Authority, Youngstown and Southern Ohio Port Authority

MAY- EPA Brownfislds Funding Announced for Mankato and Minnesota Pollution Coniral Ageng

MAY- Transforming Lives and Land in Wisconsin through EPA’s Brownfislds lob Training Program

MAY- Transforming Lives and Land in Chicago through EPA's Brownfields Job Trainine Program

MAY- EPA Brownfisids Funding Announced for Calhoun County, Genesee County, Michigan Depariment of
Ervironmental Quality, 5t Clair County and Tuscola County

JUNE- EPA 1o Help Anderson, Indiang, Imorove Health, Environment and Revitalize Local Economy

JUNE- £PA Grant Funds Student Conservation Proiscts at 15 Wisconsin Schools
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JUNE- Rockiord, 1L, Will Recelve S700.000 to Redevelon Contaminated Brownfield Sites

JUNE- EPA provides 52.5 million to Hlinois to resume Superfund cleanup in Southeast Rockford

JUNE- Downiriver Community Conference Wil Beceive 5500 000 1o Redevelon Contaminated Brownfield Sits in
Tecumseh, Mich,

JUNE- EPA provides 56.8 million to Chicaeo Park District for DuSable Park cleanu

JULY- EPA Awards 5550,000 to Wisconsin for Coastal Wetland Projects

JULY- EPA Awards 5120000 to Hlinois for Project in Waukesan Harbor

JULY- EPA selects Indiana Finance Authorily to apply for S4360 water infrastructure joan

AUGUST- EPA awards 545 000 srant to Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippews Indizns to improve air guslity in Michigan's
Linper Peninsula

AUGUST- EPA partners with Michigan, Wisconsin and citizen scientisis on innovative Great Lakes ressarch projact

REGION 6

APRIL- EPA Grant of More Than $123,000 Will Help Protect Louisiana’s Drinking Water Sources

MAY- EFA Grant of More Than 330,000 Will Help Superfund Cleanups in Mew Mexico

MAY- EPA Grant of Maore Than 3158000 Wil Support Public Drinking Water Svstems in Loulsiang

MAY- State of Texas Receives EPA Grant of $8.30 for Water Guality and Enwironmental Programs

MAY- EF8 Awards Pueblo de Cochit] 540,000 to Protect the Environment

MAY- EPA Grant of Maore Than 3100000 Will Help Protect Oklahoma’s Drinking Water Sources

MAY- EPA Awards Oklahoma $855 000 to Frotect Water Quality

MAY- EF& and New Mexico Partner to Prevent Water Pollution: EPA Awsards S217.660 to New Mexico Erwironment
Department

MAY- EPA partners with Texas to eliminate water pollution; Awards 52 Million Grant to Texas Commission on
Erwironmental Quality

MAY- EPA and New Mexico Work for Clean Alr: Million-Dollar Award to New Mexico Erwironmenta) Depariment
MAY- Santa Fe Community College Wins EPA Job Training Grant

MAY- EFS and Texas partner to monitor air guality: EPA Avwards S1.6 Million to Texas Commission on Environmental
Cuality

MAY- EPA partners with Quenaw Tribe of Oklshoma to continue cleanup at Tar Creek Superfund site: EPA awards over
54 Million to tribe

MAY- EPA Empowers States to Safely Manasge Hazardous Waste: Award of $213 000 to New Mexico Environment

MAY- Oklahoma City recelves S300,000 from EPA to assess snvironmental hazards

MAY- MNew Orleans Begional Planning Commission to Recelve S300,000 from EPA to Assess Environmental Hazards
MAY- City of Austin Selected to Recelve 5300,000 to Assess Environmental Hazards

JUNE- ERA Awards S651 709 to Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality

JUNE- Qidahoma Clty recelves additional S500,000 from EPA o clean up envirenmenta hazards

JUNE- EP& awards Cherpkes Nation 575,000 to protect the environment

JUNE- £PA and Arkansas to Protect Alr Quality

JUNE- EPA and Texas Partner on Pesticide Safety

JUNE- EPA Awards Nearly 577,000 to the Student Conservation Association for Environmental Education Prolects in
Houston Area

JUNE- EP& grant of nearly $175 000 to stote of Oklahome will support pesticide safet

JULY- ERA and Texas team up o eliminate water pollution

JULY- Espafiola, MM o improve water infrastructurs with EPA grant

AUGUST- EPA Grant of 51,50 Will Heln Louisians Flght Pollution

REGION 7

MAY- EFS Awards 5200.000 to 5t Louis Community Collese to Recruit, Train and Place Workers in Green Environmental
lobs

MAY- Hardesty Renaissance Economic Development Corporation Selected for S200.000 FPA Brownfields Grant o
Continue Cleanup of Abandoned Former Federal Complexin Kansas City, Mo,

MAY- Topaka, Kan,, Selected for S300.000 EPA Brownfislds Grant to Revitalize Riverfront Ares, Leverage Jobs, Promote
Economic Redevelopment
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MAY- Topeka, Kan., Selected for 5300,000 EPA Brownfields Grant to Revitalize Riverfront Area, Leverage lobs, Promote
Fconomic Redevelopment

MAY- City of Dubugus, lowa, Selected for S200 000 EPA Brownficlds Grant to Clean Up, Revitalize Former Junkyard in
Washington Nelghborhood

MAY- Panhandle Area Development District Selected for 5445400 EPA Brownlields Grant to Revitalize Industrial Sites
Leverage Jobs, Promote Economic Redevelopment in Northwest Mebraska

JULY- St Louis Metropolitan Sewer District nvited by EPA to Anply for S43-Million Water Infrastructure Finance and
innovation Act loan

JULY- Ciry of Omahs Invited by EPA to Apply for 555-Million Water Infrastructure Fingnce and Innovation Act Loan
AUGUST- EPA Awards lowa 5327000 for Superfund Combined Cooperalive Agreement

AUGUST- EPA Awards lowa S2 Million Grant for Enwironmental Programs

AUGUST- EPA Awards Karnsas 52.9 Million for Nonpoint Source Pollution Prevention Program

AUGUST- EPA Awards Kansas 5499 000 Grant for Alr Quality Programs

AUGUST- EPA Awards an Additional 57688614 to lowa to Combat Adverse Pesticide Exposure

REGION 8

MAY- Salish Keotenal College receives S198K for environmental lob training program in Pable, Montana

MAY- Bent County, Colorado cleapup prolect receives S132K to revitalize Fort Lyon campus

MAY- Laramie, Wyoming receives S300K for environmental assessment and property redevelopment

JUNE- Great Falls and north-central Montans communities receive S1M for revitalization projects

JUNE- EP& swards Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality SESOk sgront to protect water quality

JULY- EPA awards North Dekota Department of Health nearly 53.9M to protect water guality

JULY- EPA awards South Dakota Department of the Environment and Natural Resources over S2.5M gront to protect

JULY- EPA awards Montana Department of Environmental Quality over S2M grant to orotect waler gualit
AUGUST- 51,68 grant to heln Wyorming address Lesking Underground Petroleurn Storase Tanks
AUGUST- Logan River watershed receives portion of Sim grant for water guality improvement proiects

REGION 9

FEBRUARY- EPA awards SIE0.000 to Dinéd College for abandoned uranium mine stud

MARCH- EPA awards nearly 51 million to Commuonwesalth of Northern Marians lslands

APRIL- L1, EPA awards S300,000 to Fast Bay small business that harnesses microbes for green chemisty

APRIL- EPA awards nearly $1.3 million to Guam for environmental protection

MAY- L.5. EPA Selects East Bay Group for Environmental lob Training Grant

MAY- LLS. EPA Announces S300.000 in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelonment in Bakersfield
MAY- U5, EPA Announces 5300 000 in Browndislds Grants to the City of Pittshurs to Bevitalize its Morthern Industyial
Waterfront

MAY- LLS. EPA Announces SS00.000 to the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transporiation o Assess and Clean Up
Contarminated Sites in Oahy

MAY- LL.5. EPA Announces 51.9 Million in Brownfields Grants to Fromote Economic Redevelopment Across Northern
California

MAY- U5, EPA Announces 51,4 Million in Brownfields Grants 1o Promots Economic Bedevelopment in Southern
California Communities

MAY- LLS. EPA Announces S300.000 in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment inthe City of
Sacramento

MAY- L1.5. EPA Announces S1.2 million in Brownfields Grants to Promete Economic Redevelopment in Carson City,
Douglas and Nye Countiss

MAY- U.5, EPA Announces S300.000 in Brownfislds Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment in Arizong

MAY- 1.5, EPA Announces 57.2 Million in Brownfields Grants to Promote Economic Redevelopment Across the Pacific
Southwest

JUNE- EPA awards over SB86 000 to American Samoa for environmental protection

JUNE- 105, EPA awards S300,000 to olean up lead In Humbeldt County

JUNE- U5, FPA Awards More than S320,000 to California, Arizona Tribes to Reduce Diese] Emissions

JUNE- 1.5, EPA Awards 531,000 o Groundwork San Diego to Educate Students and Community on Water Conservation
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JULY- EPA Selects Orange County Project to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loan

JULY- F?sﬁg Selects San Disgo Project to Ansly for Water Infrastructurs Loan

JULY- £PA Selecks San Francisco Proiect to Apply for Water Infrastructurs Loan

JULY- EPA Selects Morrg Bay Proiect to Apply for Water Infrastructure Loan

AUGUST- LL5. EPA awards 5200000 to improve Lake Tahoe's clarit

AUGUST- EPA Awards Srrow Indian Contractors 53.85 Million for Abandoned Urantum Mine Cleanu
AUGUST- EPA Announces $2.86 Milllon to mprove Tribal Lands in Arizona

REGION 10

MARCH- Alaska Selected to Recelve 52,5 Million EPA Grant to Improve Alr Quality In Fairbanks

MARCH- {daho Selected to Beceive 52,5 Million EPA Grant to Improve Alr Quglity in Cache Valley

MAY- EPA Selects Zender Enwironments! Health and Research Group for 5200000 Environmaental Workforce
Development and Job Training Grant

MAY- Skarmania County Selected for S300,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- City of 5t Helens Selected for S300.000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- City of Bremerton Selected for 3300,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- City of Fugene and Partners Selected for 5500000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- Gravs Harbor Councl of Governments Selected for S600,000 in Brownfields Assessment Grants

MAY- EPA Selects Communities in Alaska, Oregon and Washington for Brownfislds Assessment and Cleanug Grants
JUNE- EPA swards 5513K to Alaska & Washington tribes to protect communities from diesel emissions

JULY- King County gualifies for $129 million from nnovative FRPA Infrastructure loan for Georgetown wet weather
treatment station

AUGUST- EPA swards 51.1 million to daho to orotect drinking water sources
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 7/18/2017 10:39:42 PM

To: Love, Kelly A. EOP/WHO [Kelly.A.Love@who.eop.gov]

CC: Dorr, Kaelan K. EOP/WHO [Kaelan.K.Dorr@who.eop.gov]; Rateike, Bradley A. EOP/WHO
[Bradley.A.Rateike@who.eop.gov]

Subject: RE: HuffPost: Senator Joins Ethics Probe That Could Get EPA Chief Scott Pruitt Disbarred

Just sent, following Kaelan’s call (he just keeps calling me today!).

From: Love, Kelly A. EOP/WHO [mailto:Kelly.A.Love@who.eop.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2017 6:31 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Cc: Dorr, Kaelan K. EOP/WHGO <Kaelan.K.Dorr@who.eop.gov>; Rateike, Bradley A. EOP/WHO
<Bradley.A.Rateike@who.eop.gov>

Subject: FW: HuffPost: Senator Joins Ethics Probe That Could Get EPA Chief Scott Pruitt Disbarred

Hi Al ~ Do we have talkers on this below?

Senator Joins Ethics Probe That Could Get EPA Chief Scott Pruitt Disbarred
HuffPost
Alexander C. Kaufman
July 18, 2017 - 10:56 AM
>hitn e hulffinglonpostoomveniny/scollbpruith-athics
rohe us BBEeH 2eedb0elf3c08800ad Incid=anamodushomaf0000004<

The former Oklahoma attorney general is under investigation for misleading Congress about his emails.

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt has been caught repeatedly misleading Congress about his use
of different email accounts during his six years as Oklahoma'’s attorney general.

He said he used just one email, when he actually had two. He sent official correspondence from a personal address, and
appeared to deliberately delay public-records requests to cover his tracks before facing a Senate confirmation hearing.

Now, a senator involved in that confirmation process is backing an effort that could get Pruitt disbarred in his home state,
Oklahoma, for violating ethics rules.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.1.) plans to submit a lengthy statement and 60 pages of evidence to the Oklahoma Bar
Association on Tuesday for its investigation into Pruitt, whom he accuses of lying to him during and after the hearing before
the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. The bar association began probing Pruitt in March in response to an
ethics complaint filed by an environmental group and a University of Oklahoma law professor.

Whitehouse, in a letter provided to HuffPost before he submitted it to the bar association, says Pruitt’s “misleading answers,
evasiveness, and stonewalling” prevented lawmakers from fully vetting the candidate before advancing his nomination for a
Senate confirmation vote.

‘I have had a front-row seat for Mr. Pruitt's misleading testimony and his ongoing failure to respond completely and truthfully
to Committee requests for him to set the record straight,” Whitehouse wrote in the letter, addressed to bar association
general counsel Gina Hendryx. “This conduct is unbecoming of an attorney who is also a public official and who, under law,
is required to testify truthfully to Congress.”
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Pruitt's deep ties to fossil fuel industries whose pollution he’s now charged with policing became a lightning rod during his
confirmation process. Correspondence published by The New York Times in 2014 as part of a Pulitzer Prize-winning series
showed Pruitt allowing lawyers from Devon Energy, an oil and gas company, to write a complaint to the EPA under his
official letterhead. Since taking office, Pruitt has spent an unusual amount of time courting fossil fuel executives amid
aggressive rollbacks of regulations and programs to address climate change.

His failure provide accurate testimony on his email use fuels concerns that he misled lawmakers to obscure his push to
boost oil and gas profits ahead of public health. If he is found guilty of violating rules, the bar association could choose to
sanction Pruitt, suspend his license or, in the most severe scenario, disbar him for at least five years.

It's unclear how disbarment would affect his job as EPA administrator.

‘He misstated the facts over and over again,” Whitehouse told HuffPost in a phone interview on Monday. “This was a case
of repeat prevarications, not just an inadvertent slip.”

During his first appearance before Congress in January, Pruitt claimed he never used his personal email address for official
business. He told Whitehouse that there were “no other email addresses.” After the hearing, he confirmed the statement,
telling Whitehouse: “l have used two email addresses since becoming attorney general of Oklahoma. | use a personal email
address for personal email, and an official email address for official business. The domain of my personal email address is
me.com and the domain for my official email address is gag ok gov.”

On Feb. 21, four days after he the Senate narrowly confirmed his nomination, the Oklahoma attorney general’s office
released 7,564 pages of Pruitt's emails under court order following a lawsuit from the nonprofit Center for Media and
Democracy. The correspondence showed Pruitt using his personal email for official purposes, contradicting his testimony.

In June, the second cache of emails handed over to the Wisconsin-based watchdog group revealed that Pruitt used two
addresses for the Oklahoma attorney general’s office: scott.pruitti@oag.ok.gov, and espfdoag.okgoy. The latter, as The
Washington Post noted, used the initials for Pruitt's full name, Edward Scott Pruitt.

Whitehouse said Pruitt stonewalled efforts to make the emails public under Oklahoma’s Open Records Act. In the five
months after Mike Hunter, Pruitt’s successor, took over, his office cleared a backlog of open-records requests that dated
back to 2014.

The EPA did not respond to a request for comment on Monday.

‘Somebody needs to hold Scott Pruitt to account or at least investigate some of the questions that remain on his record
during his time as Oklahoma attorney general,” Nick Surgey, research director at the Center for Media and Democracy, told
HuffPost by phone. “There were many questions that were asked during his confirmation hearing that should have been
answered but they weren’t”

John Williams, executive director of the Oklahoma Bar Association, declined to comment on the status of the investigation,
but said it could be many months before it concludes.

‘It can be a fairly elaborate and lengthy process,” Williams told HuffPost. In anticipation of Whitehouse’s submission, he
said: “l assume that would cause the investigation to go on longer.”

If the bar association concludes that Pruitt violated ethics rules, the case is turned over to a committee that determines
whether charges should be filed, and a special tribunal responsible for holding hearings. Ultimately, the state Supreme
Court reviews the investigation.

The ethics complaint could provide legal ammunition for other challenges to Pruitt's regulatory agenda. Whitehouse said
lawsuits opposing EPA rollbacks of rules on oil and gas companies could go after Pruitt for alleged conflicts of interest.
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‘It's regrettable that these steps have to be taken about somebody who has been shoved into a Cabinet-level position in the
government of the United States of America,” Whitehouse said. “But that’s the world under Trump.”
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To: Daniell, Kelsi[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Fri 4/20/2018 1:52:56 PM

Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL -- EPA Morning News Highlights 04.20.18

thanks

From: Daniell, Kelsi

Sent: Friday, April 20,2018 9:19 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>;
Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michacl@epa.gov>;
Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John
<konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: FOR APPROVAL -- EPA Morning News Highlights 04.20.18

EPA Morning News Highlichts 04.20.18

BMA: Indian to Get EPA Monev for Lead Cleanup, Water Uporades,

The EPA 1is giving the Hoosier State a loan of nearly half a billion dollars to upgrade its water
systems, with plans to spend additional money to clean up a lead-contaminated site in the
northwestern part of the state. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt on April 19 visited Whiting, Ind.,
home of a former Federated Metals plant that is now a Superfund site. Pruitt said his agency
would spend $1.7 million to address lead contamination at the former copper, lead, and zinc
smelter.

Briethart: Exclusive—T aloo: EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Should Be Applauded, Not
Attacked

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt has unquestionably been the
most effective official in President Donald Trump’s administration. He has laid waste to Barack
Obama’s radical environmental legacy, which is why Democrats, the mainstream media,
academia, environmentalists, and left-wing advocacy groups are in full-panic mode. Out of
desperation, these zealots (aided by the media) are resorting to unwarranted character assaults to
challenge Pruitt’s integrity and diminish his authority.
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Gulf Live: EPA Administrator Siens $107.6 Million Memorandum to Clean Mississippi
Phosphates Site

The Environmental Protection Agency administrator Scott Pruitt signed an Action Memorandum
for $107.6 million on Wednesday, accelerating the cleanup of the former Mississippi Phosphates
Corporation (MPC) Site in Pascagoula. In January, Pruitt and his team added MPC to its
Superfund Priorities List after the agency announced in August 2017 their intentions to
recommend the site for the list because of the environmental hazard it posed to marine and
human life in the City of Pascagoula. The Action Memorandum signed Wednesday selects a
$71.6 million cleanup that will take place from 2018 through 2020, plus $36 million for ongoing
wastewater treatment during the three-year cleanup period.

Daily Caller: Associated Press Publishes Misleading Headline on Scott Pruitt’s Travel
Arrangements

The Environmental Protection Agency is pushing back against The Associated Press’ reporting
on Administrator Scott Pruitt’s private travel. The AP released a report on Wednesday titled:
“EPA chief sat in coach when not flying on taxpayer’s dime.” The headline — and the opening
lede — suggested that the leader of the EPA makes more economical decisions when taking
personal flights, as opposed to his travel when conducting official business. Pruitt has received
criticism for flying first class on the taxpayers’ dime, an arrangement he says is made for
security reasons. The AP story centered on how Pruitt flew coach on Southwest Airlines when he
made personal trips to Oklahoma in August and September.

Tulsa World: Scott Pruitt Showed Penchant for Travel, Drivers Even Before Beine Mamed
EPA Head

Scott Pruitt's penchant for travel and concerns about security were notable even before he
became head of the Environmental Protection Agency, according to newly obtained records that
show that as Oklahoma's attorney general he frequently traveled out-of-state for appearances
before conservative groups and used an office investigator as a driver. As Oklahoma's top
prosecutor from 2011 to 2016, Pruitt was raising his profile nationally as a conservative in favor
of rolling back regulation and federal authority.

National Morning News Highlights 04.20.18

Associated Press: In Comev Memos, Trump Fixates on “Hookers,” Frets Over Flvan
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The 15 pages of documents contain new details about a series of interactions with Trump that
Comey found so unnerving that he chose to document them in writing. Those seven encounters
in the weeks and months before Comey’s May 2017 firing include a Trump Tower discussion
about allegations involving Trump and prostitutes in Moscow; a White House dinner at which
Comey says Trump asked him for his loyalty; and a private Oval Office discussion where the ex-
FBI head says the president asked him to end an investigation into Michael Flynn, the former
White House national security adviser.

The Washington Post: Tromp Hires Giuliana, Two Other Attornevs Amid Mounting Leoal
Turmoil Over Russia

Former New York mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani and two other former federal prosecutors joined
President Trump’s legal team Thursday following weeks of turbulence and struggles to find
attorneys who would agree to represent the president in the ongoing federal probe into Russian
election interference. The reshuffling comes at a particularly tense juncture for Trump, who aides
said 1s increasingly frustrated by special counsel Robert S. Mueller III’s investigation and with
the senior officials at the Justice Department.

TRUMP TWEETS

BNA

https://www.bna.com/indiana-epa-monev-n57982091298/

Indiana to Get EPA Money for Lead Cleanup, Water Upgrades

By: David Schultz, 4/19/18

The EPA is giving the Hoosier State a loan of nearly half a billion dollars to upgrade its water
systems, with plans to spend additional money to clean up a lead-contaminated site in the
northwestern part of the state.

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt on April 19 visited Whiting, Ind., home of a former Federated
Metals plant that is now a Superfund